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Thank you, Edmonton, 





Congratulations to this year’s nominees, award recipients and festival performers. 


We coultin’t have done it without the generous support of our sponsors, 
volunteer host committee, and event volunteers! 
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Always by your side 


A KILLER OFFER 
FROM FIDO 








Unlimited 


$ SO weekends and evenings from 5 p.m. 
Unlimited 
| incoming text messages 
200 


weekday minutes 
per month a 
Plus $6.95 System Access Fee Per-second billing 


and other fees 
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With 3-year Fido® Agreement 


More killer offers starting at $20 in-store. 


*15 23 *30 


Nokia 3500 Motorola W510 Samsung SGH-a736 











With 3-year Fido Agreement. 


Fido customers can now save up to 10% when bundling with Rogers services: 
Home Phone and Hi-Speed Internet*. Join Fido now 1-866-301-3436 







A$6.95 i - ment fee) and'a50¢ monthly 911 Emergency Access Fee (non-government fee) apply in addition to the monthly service fee. Local airtime over the allotted monthly minutes in the monthly plan, long-distance and roamin: 

} EES aan ae bo as att esl taxes are eeu are also billed monthly. The $1750 plan is available until November 3, 2008 only in the provinces of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, eee Crtarie, Oudbee andtigntsote 
with a three-year Fido Agreement, Plan applies to local airtime minutes only, excluding calls made and received onthe expanded network, through Video Calling and calls made through Call Forwarding. There is a charge per text message received via E-mail to your 
Fido and for premium text messages (alerts, messages related to content, contests and promotions). Subject to Fido’s Acceptable Use Policy. An Early ence se Fee (ECF) applies to all subscribers with a Fido Agreement. “Discount applies to monthly recurring service 
fees for eligible services, Not all services are available in all areas Minimum 24-month term required for some services. Go to fido.ca/bundles for details. ®™Fido & design and Always by your side are trademarks of Fido Solutions Inc. © 2008 Fido Solutions Inc. 




















FIDO STORES EXCLUSIVE DEALERS - 
INIPAGE 
CELLULAR BABY OMEGACEL UNIPACE cen p> FUTURE SHOP gl _-aqwinenessHaves == $8 bQOth — WAL*MART 


il} 10376 78 Avenue 
west earn West Edmonton Mall 


HAIR OF THE DOG WIRELESS . 
West Edmonton Mall Londonderry Mall 
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FAVOURITE SOURCE 
OF PUPPET DICTATORS 
ee ee gece 7 NEWS GOLDEN GOOSE OR RAW DEAL? 
MANAGING EDITOR Jeff Holutitshy | holubvtskyfsee greatwest.ca i i 
City council contemplates options for moving 
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR (ARTS, FILM) Paul Matwychuk ! omatwyehul 


Edmonton's wastewater treatment plant to Epcor. 


teseavesiawmoatsaenea TQCitY (if THEENGINEER AND THE OPERA 
et Robert Prybysh might look like a non-nonsense 
a guy, but he's also got a soft spot for Verdi. 


20 [MUSIC HEY MR. TAMBOURINE MAN, 








SALES CONSULTANT Robyn Charest | rch 
SALES CONSULTANT Jane 
SALES CONSULTANT Angela Vissche 














SUSCASAIT ev rs HERE & SONG FOR YOU 

NATIONAL ADVERTISING Jan Frolic Magaz nkcom 
OFFCEADMNSTRATERsiricessinex. Whether they're talking about his moustache or 
DESIGNER Mel Niro vera his lyrics, songwriters love name-checking 





~., Bob Dylan. 


~ 290N SCrEEN ASTOP-AND-GO CAREER 
. Animix curator J. Scott Portingale explains 
how he dove into the world of stop-motion 


RONNIE BURKETT 
The creator of Billy Twinkle shares 
the secrets of his amazing world 


| of marionettes. 
w fe anima tion. PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 





. 35 a0TS FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX 
Former “fat kid” Allen Keng is now part of the 
gravity-defying cast of The Forbidden Phoenix. 
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FREEDOM OF CHOICE | PAGE30 m J THE ASCENT PORTRAYS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF CHOICE AND THE INFINITY OF CONSEQUENCES 
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thursday october 23 sunday october 26 

OPEN JAM SOULJAH FYAH SUNDAYS 

Priday october 24 monday october 27 

TIM SMITH CD RELEASE JAZZ HANG 

saturday october 25 tuesday october 28 

SOULS_IN RHYTHM WITH VANDERPARK DEBATE/ MOVIE NIGHT 
WWW.THEHAVENSOCIALCLUB.COM 780. 756. 6010 





15120 A STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON 
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PLUS! A FALL DOUBLE BILL OF... Warp A 


"Remembrance =" ae 

| The “war to end all wars” ended eighty years ago, and the last vets of that war are almost all gone. We'll revive 
their voices in Remembrance, a short play based on the writings of the survivors. Hear the songs, poems, and stories 
that your grandparents and great-grandparents recorded as a legacy. Sonenimes shocking, sometimes surreal and 
bitter-sweet, always presenting a very Canadian perspective on the events of “the Great War,” this show will show 


you a unique and personal perspective on events that shook the world. Direction by: Kenneth Brown 
Enemy Rm ES oe . . 
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and Shakespeare’s Women 
This is a selection of great soliloquies and scenes for women from the Shakespeare canon. The production explores 


the bard’s creation of heroines who operate in, rebel against, attempt to rule, or are crushed by a social structure 
largely dominated by men. Direction by: Troy O’Donnell 
‘he AS =e : z = Cte 
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TTICMETS FOR THE DOUBLE BILL ARE ONLY $7 - AVAILABLE AT TIX ON THE SQUARE 780.420.1757 


www.MacEwan.ca/Creativity 
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OCTOBERZS ( octoser2h ) ( octoser25 
| 
MUSIC | AN EVENING fundraising | exhibit |ARTEENLA | 
WITH BARNEY BENTALL OPTOBERFEST! The Mercury CHARRERIA Justin time 
& TOM WILSON Bentall Opera is hoping to loosen your for mustache month, the 
picked up a guitar in Grade pursestrings by filling you full Royal Alberta Museum opens 
Sand pursued the career of beer. The deal is: you bring its exhibit focusing on the | 
of his dreams: opening a your wallet and they'll bring poncho-clad mustachioed 
barbed wire fence-building the keg, Amber's Brewing cowboy culture of Mexico. | 
company. Oh, and also Company, 8 p.m. Arriba! 
becoming a rock star. The 
» et Theatre, 7:30 p.m. ) Ne 
7 : Sonate ‘ me eee - 
OcTOBERZE OcTOBERZI OCTOBERZB OCTOBERZS octoBers0 octoser]! —) { Novemeerl 
MUSIC | WAYNE NEW- reading | AN EVENING opera | THEFLYING comedy | LARS comedy | WAYNE halloween | URBAN Party |WITCHESBALL 
TON Mr. Vegas is leaving } OF POETRY The Stroll of DUTCHMAN The only thing CALLIEOU When he's not BRADY His television show TALES: CREEPS BY NIGHT "08 Remember, witches: 
the desert heat of SinCityto | Poets Society is kicking out that can break the Dutch- hosting his comedy show didn't last long, but his fam- Four girls trapped ina if you're bringing your 
brave our cold climate and the jams at their poetry jam man’s curseis the love of a on ISR or winning amateur ily friendly song and dance secluded cabin with nothing cauldron, lift with your 
croon for you. And yes, his this Monday. If you don't woman. Man, being single comedy awards, he’s getting routines are timeless. And but their wits to save them. legs. Torn back muscles are 
latest facelift looks amazing. leave with your tongue tied, sucks. Jubilee Auditorium, ~ his kicks from writing about hey, no one chokes a bitch _ Sorry, guys, it's not a porno, the leading work-related 
Who feels special? River Cree the five poets reading will 730 p.m. himself inthe third person like Wayne Brady. River Cree but with a premise like that injury in the conjuring biz. | 
Resort and Casino, 7 p.m. be fit to be tied. Upper Crust onhis website. You're a Resort and Casino, 7 p.m. we understand your confu- Ukrainian Centre. 
Café. strange cat, Lars... a strange sion. Third Space, | 
) cat. Comic Strip. ) 
NOVEMBERZ NOVEMBER NOVEMBERS NOVEMBER) NOVEMBER@ 
charity|HOMEFEST | | fil/| 36HOURS James comedy | ALTERNA- MUSIC | IAN TYSON MUSIC | 54-40 Missing 
2008 If you're involved in | Gameris an American spy TIVE TUESDAYS Watching Yes, it was a little unsettling a show by great CanRrock 
the issue of homelessness or led to believe that the war is sweaty hack comics stand the first time we walked staples like Neil Osborne 
simply want to learn more, over by Nazis trying to milk at a microphone can get old in on our grandparents and his gang of B.C. buds 
head over to the TransAlta juicy military secrets from quick, but this weird grab | | pop-locking to “Four Strong does make you unpatriotic. 
Arts Barns and check out him. Oh, those Nazis... what bag of offbeat yuks adds a Winds,” but deep down Kind of like not voting. Myer 
what it’s all about. Did we mischief will they come up | healthy mix of vaudeville we understand. Shake it, Horowitz Theatre, 8 p.m. 
mention there's going to be with next? Royal Alberta to your comedic diet. Comic granny! Winspear Centre, 
chili? 27 p.m. Museum, B p.m. ‘| Strip, 8 p.m. 8pm. 
) ) 




































music | November 5 = — YES, IT WAS A LITTLE UNSETTLING THE FIRST TIME WE WALKED IN ON OUR 
GRENDPARENTS POP-LOCKING TO “FOUR STRONG es BUT DEEP pet WE EST Sens IT, Sisal 


. AROUND THE CORNER This Week OGT 20-067 25 
| SAM COCKREL 
DONALD RAY JOHNSON TERRY HANGK 


EDDY SHAW 
TREVOR FINLAY NeHO OCTOBER 27-NO 
Week INCOGNITO 
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MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS - CORPORATIZATION - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT {831 words 


Golden Goose Or Raw Deal? 


CITY COUNCIL CONTEMPLATES 
OPTIONS FOR MOVING 
EDMONTON'S WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT TO EPCOR 





Edmontonians might not want to 
think about what happens to their 
water after it’s flushed, but the sale 
of the city-owned Gold Bar sewage 
plant to Epcor demands careful con- 

a i sideration, a city councillor warns. 
“Tt's all moving really fast,” Coun. 

_ Ben Henderson says. “It’s only just 

beginning to be recognized that 
this is on the table, and these kinds 
of decisions are hard to reverse 
once we make them. So we have to 
be careful.” 
_ The report on the proposal, due 
at city council Oct. 29, will look at 
the benefits and risks of putting Gold 
Bar, the city’s only wastewater treat- 
ment facility and a centre of excel- 
lence for research and technology, 
under the control of Epcor, the city- 
owned utility. 

Gold Bar's expertise would give 
Epcor a leg up in competition for 
wastewater projects outside the city. 
€dmonton is the sole shareholder in 
company, so any increased rev- 
















Wastewater Worries | Coun, Ben Henderson, across the river from Epcor's Rossdale power plant . PHOTO BY JIMMY JEONG 


enue would flow into municipal cof- 
fers — an attractive option given the 
city's continual budget problems. 

There are a few different options 
on the table. The city could trans- 
fer the plant, Epcor could buy it, or 
the city could offer Epcor a contract 
to min the facility. Each scenario is 
conditional. Epcor must ensure no 
jobs are lost, promise to keep up the 
plant's reputation for innovation, and 
the city would retain the power to set 
water rates. 

Henderson says he won't make a 
final decision until he sees the re- 
port, but he has some serious con- 
cerns. Epcor itself could be priva- 
tized down the road, which would 
mean the city would lose Gold Bar 
and all the advancements made with 
taxpayer dollars. 

Henderson is also concerned that 
Edmonton's wastewater services 
will suffer after a transfer. As share- 
holder representatives, councillors 
are very distant from the everyday 
running of Epcor, and don't have the 
same influence as they do over city 
departments. 

Before his election in 2007, Hen- 
derson fought a proposed transfer 
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6S THESE KINDS OF DECISIONS ARE HARD TO 
REVERSE. SO WE HAVE TO BE VERY CAREFUL. 


of the city’s drainage department 


to Epcor as part of a group called 
Keep Drainage Edmonton. In a very 
close decision, city council turned 
down the proposal. At the time, the 
University of Alberta's Parkland 
Institute issued a report advising 
against transfering the drainage de- 
partment to a corporation because of 
the company’s lack of accountability 
to citizens. 

Now that Henderson is a coun- 
cillor, he can see even more clearly 
how different dealing with an elect- 
ed representative is from dealing 
with a company. “I don't think of 
our citizens as customers,” he says. 
“We provide services on behalf of 
citizens. | think Epcor does think of 
them as customers. There is a mind- 
shift there.” 

And any reassurances about the 
future of Gold Bar must be taken 
with a grain of salt, considering Ed- 
monton’s previous experience. When 
Edmonton Telephone was sold to 
Telus, the company assured the city 
that the head office would remain in 
€dmonton, but Telus is now head- 
quartered in Vancouver. 

More recently, Dell closed its Ed- 


monton call centre despite a dirt- 
cheap 20-year lease on city land and 
tax rebates. The move occurred after: 
only three’years of operation. 

Dave Loken represents the Co- 
alition of Edmonton Civic Unions, 
which has members at Gold Bar. He's 
keeping a close eye on the labour situ- 
ation, even given the council proviso 
that Epcor retain local jobs. He also 
shares many of Henderson's con- 
cerns about service and Gold Bar's 
value as a centre of innovation. 

“It’s a world renowned facility,” he 
says. “If company like Epcor takes 
it over, what happens to the intel- 
lectual property? What happens to 
the people who have worked hard to 
put Gold Bar on the map as a model 
wastewater treatment facility?” 

The city has insisted on no job loss- 
es, and Epcor is far more accountable 
to Edmontonians than other corpo- 
rations, argues spokesperson Martin 
Kennedy. The city owns the corpo- 
ration, the annual financial reports 
are public, and city council appoints 
the board. 

And €dmonton stands to gain 
with this deal, he says. Epcor's divi- 
dend to Edmonton is $134 million 


—BEN HENDERSON 





this year, or about 15 per cent of the 
city budget. Gold Bar will land Ep- 
cor contracts in other cities, which 
will increase the company’s earn- 
ings. That means a bigger dividend 
for the city. 

“The role of Gold Bar right now is 
to serve local needs,” Kennedy says. 
“| think it can continue to serve lo- 
cal needs and have people turn their 
minds to other communities and 
help with their wastewater needs.” 

Epcor already operates in British 
Columbia and the United States, 
and most of the company’s profits 
are generated outside Edmonton, he 
says. With Gold Bar operating un- 
der Epcor, the company could also 
take advantage of opportunities to 
sell treated wastewater to upgraders 
planned northeast of the city. 

But Henderson doubts the city 
would see any significant increase in 
revenue from €pcor in the next cou- 
ple years. Besides, the main role of 
council ‘is providing public services, 
not making money. “If 1 wanted to 
sit on the board of a company,” he 
says, “] would have made a different 
career choice.” 

abrunschot@see.greatwest.ca 


edmonton» see magazine » October 23- October 29, 2008 +7 











OOKDACK 


WEEK IN REVIEW 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


6G ELIZABETH MAY HAS EXHAUSED 
HER PURPOSE AS GREEN LEADER 


—COLUMNIST CHANTAL HEBERT, TORONTO STA 








OUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK'S —— 


08 | 11:17:01 AM | PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 
Dwight Gladue (centre), a councillor with the Lubicon, 
listens as others speak to the media in the Alberta legislature. 


BY THE NUMBERS 








2 | ALBERTA-RESOURCEDEVELOPMENT 
TALK, NOT BOMBS 


EDMONTON - HOMELESS 
_ ALESSON FROM VICTORIA 


| The recent bombings in the Dawson Creek 
area have raised the province's blood pres- 
sure a couple points over the last week, as 
the word “terrorism” crept back into our 
everyday lexicon. 

Part of the shame of this whole debacle 
is that it furthers the myth that environ- 
mentalists are crazy radicals, willing to do 
anything to stop evil oll companies. Such 
nonsense. Most environmentally minded 
people work away at paper battles and are 
| No more dangerous or radical than your 

garden-loving grandmother. 

Whoever decided to bomb those pipelines 
| didn’t do the environmental movement any 
favours, and if they'd spoken to a handful 
of Alberta's active campaigners, they would 
have known better. Many Albertans are 


The British Columbia Supreme Court has 
ruled that homeless people in Victoria have 
the right to camp in public parks 

The decision is not just surprising, but 
represents a significant legal precedent. 
Imagine if the same decision were made in 
Edmonton. Hawrelak Park would be packed 
from May to October. 

As Victoria city councilor Dean Fortin told 
the Globe and Mail: “We are headed down a 
path of unknowns.” 

What really bothers people about home- 
less people camping on public land? In the 
case of Edmonton's tent city, it surely wasn't 
that anyone was using the land. Health 
and safety concerns about a large group of 
people congregating without proper sewage 
certainly were an issue as well, but the situa- | 
tion isn’t much better with homeless people 
scattered around the city. | inthis province, but it’s far better to put your 

More likely, it’s the visible sign ofhome- | _ muscle behind reforms to provincial policy, 
lessness city governments can't ignore. | not violence. 
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| frustrated with the supremacy of oiland gas | 


THE LOONIE ROLLER COASTER 


| CANADA: ELECTION 
WORTH OF THE CANADIAN LOONIE AGAINST THE UNITED STATES DOLLAR 








Alf | GOODBYE, C CARBON TAX = = *SOURCE: Bank of Canada 
Stephane Dion is done. The carbon-tax 
martyr will step down as soon as the Liber- SEPT. 19, 2007 
| als elect a new leader. EVEN WITH GREENBACK 
| The major topic among pundits seems to AT 9g CENTS 


| be whether or not the Liberal Party has been 
| gracious while the defeated leader made | 
| the decision to step down, and speculation | 
| as to which of the many front-bench MPs 
| will enter the race to replace him. 
| But those political antics are to be | 
expected, and a little beside the point. More 
| important to Canadians is the death of 
| an idea. 
The carbon-tax has died with Dion. 
Any whiff of a carbon tax will be snuffed 
| out by more practical political operators 
| within the Liberal Party for the foreseeable 
| future 
As defeated Liberal challenger in 





| Edmonton-Centre Jim Wachowich said on MAY v, 2007 ocr. 21, 2008 
| election night, "It will be a long time until 30 -YEAR HIGH 82 CENTS 5 RIDING THE 
| someone puts a price on carbon.” OF 92 CENTS SLUMP 
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COMMENTARY + CITY BUDGET | 647 words 


Whittle Where You Dare 





QUTSIDEPOLITICS MAURICE TGUGAS 

TAKE THE TOUGAS BUDGET 
CHALLENGE, AND SEE HOW 
" MUCH YOUCAN CUT MUNICIPAL 





in this space against going into pub- 
lic life, there are doubtlessly some 
of you who are still toying with the 
idea. Maybe something simple, like 
city council. 

Well, good for you! But remem- 
ber: always tell people you went into 
politics because you “want to make a 

; difference.” The line is corny as hell, 
but if you practice it enough you 


TAXES 
Despite my previous admonitions 


_ might even start to believe it. 
If you're really considering a run 
| at political office, | have a little test 
y for you to take to see if you're up to 


| the job. 


Note that the proposed budget 
document is 395 pages long, with al- 
most no pretty pictures. There's also 


another 95-page document called 


“Supplementary Budget Informa- 
tion,” but for now I think the budget 
document should be enough to keep 


you busy 

For help in making your decisions, 
feel free to attend one of the many 
council budget meetings. T 
pretty much all day for butt-numb 
ing hour after butt-numbing hour. 
Oh, and of course, the public gets to 
chime in with what will no doubt be 
— ahem — “helpful” suggestions 


hey run 





Here are a few things to keep in 
mind as you approach your task 

Resist the urge to go after a few 
big-ticket items, You'll be tempted to 
cut the police budget. But if you do, 
you might as well consider cutting 
your own throat (politically, | mean) 
when the police chief says he doesn’t 
have the person power to make our 
streets safe, what with so many of 
his force on suspension and all. And 
don’t think about cutting fire or am- 
bulance service. With luck, you may 
never have to call upon their services. 


take transit, | never take transit 
nowhere 
2007, Edmonton Tran- 


sit had a ridership of 61.9 million 


I have 


But wait! In 


(because to go) 


people. On any given day, accord- 


ing to ETS, about 16 per cent of Ed- 
monton’s population takes transit 
That's a lot of people, also known 
as voters. So, tinker with transit at 
your peril 


So where else do you turn? We 


seem to be spending a lot of money | 


on items that are technically known 


as “artsy-fartsy.” Surely, we can 


cut any sort of frilly arts funding, | 


right? It didn't do Stephen Harper 
any harm 

Oh, right 

If you can’t tackle the big-ticket 
items, think small — rail away al 
waste. I'll give you a real-life story 


you can use 


This summer, | saw a two-person 


city crew painting fire hydrants 
I’m not sure we need to paint fire 
hydrants, but I’m positive it's not a 
two-person job. Anyway, the crew 
parked their truck on a main thor- 
oughfare, needlessly blocking traffic 


To ensure their safety, one of them | 





YOUR CHALLENGE IS TO GO THROUGH THAT DOCUMENT, LINE BY LINE, AND FIND A WAY TO CUT 
DOWN THE PROPOSED 10.5 PER CENT CITY TAX HIKE TO SOMETHING THAT WILL DETER THE 
VILLAGERS FROM ATTACKING CITY HALL WITH PITCHFORKS AND TORCHES. 


TL UUUEEEEE EEE EEE EEE 


- Go to the City of Edmonton web- 
_ site and click on the link to 2009 
i) Draft Budget. Go ahead, I'll wait ... 
Seriously, dude, get a high-speed 
link. This is taking forever. 
"Okay; got it? Now, download the 
document “2009 Proposed Operat- 
4 ing Budget,” which lays out in excru- 
ciating detail how the city proposes 
_ to spend $1.5 billion. Your challenge 
? is to go through that document, line 
by line, and find a way to cut down 
the proposed 10.5 per cent city tax 
_ hike to something that will deter 
the villagers from attacking City 
Hall with pitchforks and torches. 
Something around five per cent 
should do it. Oh, they'll grumble, 
but you should be able to keep 
your job. 


But if you do, you want them there 
pronto, and not delayed 10 minutes 
because some penny-pinching city 
councillor wouldn't give them what 
they wanted. And don't forget: fire- 
fighters are all heroes. 

We spend mightily on roads. But 
they're in terrible shape, resulting in 
bumpy, uncomfortable rides. (Roads 
in my neighbourhood are in such bad 
shape they're coming up in chunks. ) 
We want roads that are smooth as a 
baby’s bottom, so don’t even think 
about cutting back on road mainte- 
nance 

Snow removal? You're kidding, 
right? I got stuck in front of my own 
house two years ago, and it had bet- 
ter NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN! 

How about transit? You never 


stood behind the truck (which was | 


equipped with enough flashing lights 
to guide aircraft in for a landing on 
a foggy night) and held a “SLOW” 
sign while the other one painted the 
hydrant, at 20 bucks an hour. Each. 

Feel free to use that story. It will 
show the public you care about 
their tax dollars, get you some great 
media attention (“COUNCILLOR 
DECRIES HYDRANT WASTE!”), 
and maybe even end the prac- 
tice of repainting fire hydrants by 
two-person crews. 

Phew! This city council gig is hard 
work. But don't be discouraged. Look 
into becoming a Tory MP or MLA. 
Win, and you'll never have to make a 
difficult decision again. 

mauricetougas @live.com 
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THE ONE MOVIE THIS FALL THAT HAS CRITICS 


JUMPING FOR JOY! 


[ire NeW YORK TIMED 
“EXTRAORDINARY ! 


-Manohla Dargis 


TROLL STONE 
“HEARTFELT AND HILARIOUS! 


¢ more thana movie, (1S agift. 


—Feter Travers 
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PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS - ENVIRONMENT - BY JEREMY KLASZUS | 948 words 


“Fair Game For The Kangaroo Rat” 


EXPERT TELLS SUFFIELD 
PANEL REDUCED TRUCK 
TRAFFIC “MAY THREATEN THE 
HABITAT” 





EALGARY - To make the case for its 
plan to drill 1,275 shallow gas wells 
in a protected area near Medicine 
Hat, EnCana has repeatedly assured 
critics that the project will have little 
environmental impact. At a recent 


hearing session into the. project, 


4 experts for the company went even 


further, arguing that cutting back on 
industrial activity in CFB Suffield’s 
National Wildlife Area (NWA) could 
actually threaten some of its rare 
plant species 

Bill Ross, one of three people on the 
federal-provincial joint review panel, 


had asked the company how it would 
avoid critical habitat of rare plants 
in the NWA. After some discussion 
on how exactly critical habitat can 
be defined, EnCana consultant Da- 
vid Walkef said that because oil and 
gas activity has been happening on 
the land for 30 years, industrial dis- 
turbance is now part of the habitat 
for rare plant species. (Since 1975, 
€nCana has drilled 1,145 wells in the 
NWA, which was established by the 
federal government in 2003.) 

“You might say that what's going 
on now — the area, plus the level 
of disturbance — is critical,” said 
Walker, a revegetation and erosion 
control specialist. “You might say 
that a threat would be a reduction in 
the kind of activities that are going 
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on out there now — the traffic, truck 
traffic, etc. What I’m saying is what's 
there now might be considered the 
default, and that altering that may 
threaten the habitat.” 

Ross replied, “Do I infer from that, 
Dr. Walker, that you have some dis- 
dain for the idea of critical habitat?” 

“On the contrary, sir, I’m just sug- 
gesting that where the source of 


disturbance comes from probably 


will benefit some species. “Well, 
what disturbances?” Wallis asks. 
“Tell us the truth. That's all we say. 
We think their experts are stretching 
things to try and make this develop- 
ment look good.” 

Wallis says that while disturbances 
are part of a natural cycle, recovery 
plans of at-risk species across Cana- 
da all identify industrial activity as a 
concern. “If they thought it was such 





“DO IINFER FROM THAT, DR. WALKER, THAT YOU HAVE SOME 
DISDAIN FOR THE IDEA OF CRITICAL HABITAT?” —BILL ROSS 


doesn’t matter to the plant — wheth- 
er it’s human-induced or whether 
it's naturally induced,” countered 
Walker. Later, he said that because 
the area has been so disturbed by 
cattle grazing and industrial activ- 
ity in the past, it would be difficult 
to come up with baseline conditions 
for the area. 

John 
cal consultant for EnCana, told the 


Kansas, another ecologi- 


panel that Ord’s kangaroo rat — one 
of almost 20 federally designated 
at-risk animal species in the NWA 
— benefits from disturbance. The 


| wide-eyed rodents use sand dunes 
for habitat, and according to Kansas, 


the rats likely don’t care whether or 
not a dune occurs naturally or not. 
“Any form of open sand adjacent to 


| native prairie is fair game for kanga- 
| 


roo rat,” said Kansas. 

A coalition of conservation groups, 
including the Alberta Wilderness 
Association (AWA), is opposing the 
project. The AWA's Cliff Wallis won- 
ders how EnCana can say its project 
will have an “insignificant” impact 
on vegetation and wildlife while si- 
multaneously saying disturbances 


a good thing, they'd be recommend- 
ing, ‘Oh, let's go and blast roads all 
oyer the place because it will just cre- 
ate lots of great habitat,” Wallis says 
“That's not what the plans say.” 

The environmental coalition told 
the panel EnCana doesn’tunderstand 
the ecosystem or the importance of 
the NWA. “Some of what EnCana is 
proposing may be considered appro- 
priate by some for a landscape zoned 
for industrial management priori- 
ties, but it is clearly inappropriate for 
a National Wildlife Area,” said Cleve 
Wershler, a biologist and consultant 
for the coalition. 

Wershler pointed to a recent re- 
port that indicates land disturbed 
by humans provides “low-quality 
sink habitats” fer kangaroo rats — 
ie., habitat where deaths outpace 
the reproduction rate. “In spite of 
this concern,” he says, “this red 
flag, EnCana assesses residual ef- 
fects of the project — including the 
existing and proposed footprint 
that contain these habitats — as 
‘insignificant.’”” 

The coalition has denounced En- 
Cana’s environmental impact state- 


ment (EIS) as “seriously flawed.” 
During the hearing, the company 
has admitted that it didn't survey 
rare plants or the nest sites of bur- 
rowing owls, another at-risk spe- 
cies in the area. The Department 
of National Defence (DND), which 
oversees CFB Suffield and is in 
charge of wildlife conservation on 
the base, also expressed concerns 
about the EIS’ shortcomings. Base 
commander Lt.-Col. Malcolm Bruce 
told the panel that EnCana “does 
not have a proven monitoring and 
mitigation plan.” He also expressed 
worry that the company might not 
survey all at-risk species in the area 
DND pointed out that in the past 
€nCana has drilled in a wetland on 
the base in spite of regulations for- 
bidding wells in wetlands. The de- 
partment also noted that EnCana 
has already caused “adverse envi- 
ronmental effects” in the NWA with 
its existing operations, and a DND 
consultant said the department is 
concerned that if the project is ap- 
proved, the added environmental ef- 
fects are “likely to be long-term and 
potentially irreversible.” 

EnCana indicated it's willing to 
slow the project's pace, if that’s what 
the panel requests. The company 
wants to drill all 1,275 wells within 
three years, but Gerry Protti, En- 
Cana’s executive vice-president of 
corporate relations, told the panel 
the company could stretch it over 
four to five years if need be. 

Protti added that the company is 
committed to working with NGOs 
for the “best interests of the envi- 
ronment.“ 

The hearing is scheduled to wrap 
up Friday. Ottawa will ultimately 
make the final decision on drilling. 

jklaszus @ffwd. greatwest.ca 








NEWS BRIEFS « ANGELA BRUNSCHOT 


PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS - DEVELOPMENT AND TREATY 
RIGHTS 

AMNESTY SUPPORTS NATIVE OPPOSITION 
OF PIPELINE 


Amnesty International has launched a 
global campaign in support of the Lubicon 
Cree, days after TransCanada subsidiary 
NOVA Gas was granted permission to build 
a natural gas pipeline though the band's 
traditional land. 

Amnesty International recently called for 
a halt to all resource and pipeline develop- 
ment on traditional Lubicon land until 
Ottawa settles their land claim. 

The Lubicon are a tiny nation of 500 
people living about four hours north of 
Edmonton. They have never signed a treaty 
or ceded their land to the government, and 
have existed in a legal limbo. 

This is not the first time the international 


| community has pressured Canada on behalf 


of the Lubiron. The United Nations Human 
Rights Commission has repeatedly pushed 


for changes in Canada’s relationship with 
the Lubicon. 

The band voiced its opposition to the 
pipeline to the Alberta Utilities Commission, 
but because the Lubicon do not have treaty 
rights to the land, their concerns were not 
considered as part of the application. 

Alphonse Ominayak, a band councilor, 
says they are not fundamentally opposed to 
development and are willing to co-operate 
with the government and oil companies, as 
long as they are a part of the discussions. 

TransCanada spokesperson Cecily Dobson 
says the company has consulted several 
First Nations groups about the pipeline. 


PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS - SOCIAL FUNDING 
MOMS CALL FOR FUNDING 


When Lorrie Baer's disability support worker 
quit for a downtown retail job, the single 
mom was at her wits end. . 

Her two children are both wheelchair 
bound. If her own mother had not already 
Moved in to help, she doesn’t know how 
she would have coped. 


According to a 2008 study commissioned 
by the Alberta Council of Disability Services, 
the average salary for a community caregiv- 
eris about $40;000 a year. With Alberta's 
labour market still highly competitive, Baer 
and many other families with disabled 
children have been unable to hire consistent 
care for their children. Earlier research by the 
council shows a 40 per cent turnover rate 
among employees at community organiza- 


__ tions offering support for the disabled. 


Baer reached out to other parents in 
her position, and Families Who Care was 
formed to lobby the provincial government 
for higher wage subsidies for caregivers and 
investments in community agencies. 

In 2007, the provincial government 
invested $26 million into children and youth 
agencies, as well as services for disabled 
adults. The money was targeted at retaining 
staff, but Baer says she has not seen an 
improvement. 

Families Who Care will protest at the 
legislature on Oct. 28 at 12:15 p.m. 

abrunschot@see.greatwest.ca 
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PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS - HEALTH CARE - BY MAUREEN MCNAMEE wos 


Midwives Find An Oasis 


DECISION WILL ENABLE ALL 
WOMEN TO ACCESS SERVICE, 
REDUCE STRESS ON ALBERTA 
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM 





CALGARY — More than a decade 
after midwives in Alberta started 
lobbying to be fully funded under 
the public health care system, the 
provincial government has granted 
their request. On Oct. 16, Health and 
Wellness Minister Ron Liepert an- 
nounced that as of Apr. 1, 2009, the 
province will cover midwifery ser- 
vices, a move that will give expect- 
ant woman more choice and better 
access to health care while reducing 
pressure on doctors, nurses, and 
hospitals. 

“It’s validating,” says Charis Lynn 
Williams, owner of Prema Sai Pre- 


) natal at the Arbour Birth Centre, a 


clinic offering a variety of prenatal 
services including midwifery in Cal- 
gary. “It means that they feel that 
midwifery is a valuable service.” 
Currently, women who want to ac- 
cess the services of a midwife have 
to pay about $3,500 out of their 
own pockets. The government ap- 
proved the regulation of midwives 
in 1994, and began covering most of 


Long Time Comin’ Charis Lynn Williams, owner of Prema Sai P 


renatal in Calgary, with daughter Stella, is happy midwives will be 





fully funded under the provincial health care system. PHOTO BY CHRIS DOWSETT 


fantastic.” 

Schmidt says she left nursing after 
the focus shifted from supporting 
women through the birthing pro- 
cess to encouraging intrusive treat- 
ments such as epidurals. “It became 
a whole lot less satisfying to be a 
nurse,” Schmidt says. “I knew that if 
we provided women with good sup- 
port, we were going to get better out- 
comes for these women, and better 
emotional outcomes.” 

Schmidt, who is on the board of 
directors of the Alberta Association 


Alberta 


the U.S. or other provinces where 


some midwives left 
the service was covered. There are 


currently 30 midwives in Alberta 


Schmidt expects those numbers to 
| 


climb, but says it will take time 
When asked why it took more than 
10 years for the province to fund 


midwifery services, Alberta Health | 


and Wellness spokesperson Howard 


May responds that the Alberta gov- | 


ernment was working with midwives 


to look at how to incorporate them | 


into the system. “We've recognized 


um  ———— 


“THIS HAS BEEN A LONG FIGHT. IT’S GREAT THAT THE 


MIDWIVES HAVE STUCK WITH IT.” 


a 


their liability insurance in 2003, but 
stopped short of covering the ser- 
vice under the provincially funded 
health care system. Williams says 
midwives never stopped fighting 
and lobbying the government to take 
that next step. 

“This has been a long fight,” she 
says, “It's great that the midwives 
have stuck with it. It just didn’t make 
any sense. It costs less to have a 
birth with a midwife than to go into 
the hospital.” 

Kimberley Schmidt, a former la- 
bour and delivery nurse who has 
been a registered midwife for four 
years, says the cost of hiring a mid- 
wife has been a real financial burden 
for some women, and completely 
out of reach for others. “For them to 
have the opportunity to get midwife- 


_ ty care without the huge expense is 


of Midwives, says midwives have 
a limited number of clients and 
spend more time providing prena- 
tal care — appointments range from 
30 minutes to one hour, and cover 
everything from lifestyle issues and 
nutrition to managing labour. Mid- 
wives also remain with the client 
throughout labour and birth, and 
offer postpartum services, includ- 
ing home visits and breastfeeding 
support Women can choose to give 
birth at home, at a birthing centre, or 
at a hospital. 

Schmidt says she received a doz- 
en phone calls inquiring about her 
services in the 24 hours following 
the government's announcement. 
Unfortunately, there ‘may not be 
enough midwives to meet the ini- 
tial demand — when funding failed 
to follow regulation, Schmidt says, 


that midwives can play an important 


role in the system for some time, 


and we've looked at ways to support | 


them,” he says. “This is just a natu- 
ral progression.” 

The funding comes too late for 
Jessica Klassen, who hired a midwife 
when she became pregnant with her 
first child more than three years ago, 
and will again have a midwife by 
her side when she gives birth to her 
second child next month. Although 
the province won't be paying the tab, 
she's excited about what the changes 
will mean for people, such as single 


mothers with no support, who could | 
really benefit from the care of a mid- | 


wife but couldn’t afford it. 

“I think it’s just such a huge leap 
forward for health: in Alberta,” she 
says, “and especially given the state 
of our health system right now.” 
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LETTERS 


WHY PAN PASSCHENDAELE? 
Regarding: Ramin Ostad's review of the 
movie Passchendaele [“Trench Postcards,” 
SEE #777): | saw Passchendaele tonight at 
South Edmonton Common and | really en- 
joyed it. The battle scenes were excellent as 
was the stunning production design, cam- 
erawork — heck, | even thought the acting 
seemed genuine. 

|had the pleasure of working on the movie 
Passchendaele in Calgary last year. | was 
there for about six months in the produc 


tion office and working for Paul Gross was a 
real pleasure, you have no idea. The amount 
of heart and hard work that went into it 
bringing that very personal project to the 
big screen, not to mention what a doll Paul 
and the large, very talented crew assembled 
were. Class act all the way around. 

Ramin Ostad so neurotically picked apart 
every nuance he found unpleasant. | think 
Ramin is the one with “the massive ego” 
and | found his review to be “incredibly 
shallow." It'll be a long time before | pick up 
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another SEE Magazine. 
TRACY NOGA 


SEE Magazine welcomes reader feedback, 
both positive and negative. You can e-mail 
your comments to letters@see.greatwest.ca, 
snail-mail them to SEE Magazine, 

#200, 10275 Jasper Ave, Edmonton, AB, T5J 
1X8, or fax ther to (780) 432-1102. 

SEE reserves the right to edit letters for 
length and clarity. Preference is given to let- 
ters responding to articles in SEE Magazine. 


for | 
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66 | WOULD SAY THAT HAVING A VERY STRONG MUSICAL 
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BACKGROUND TAKES AWAY FROM THE ENJOYMENT. 





PROFILE: HEY, ! KNOW THAT SONG - BY FAWNDA MITHRUSH | 826 words 


The Engineer And The Opera 





ROBERT PRYBYSH MIGHT LOOK 
LIKE A NO-NONSENSE GUY, BUT 
THIS GUY’S ALSO GOT A SOFT 
SPOT FOR VERDI 





Years ago, if you told Robert Pry- 
bysh that he’d end up a member of 
the Directors’ Circle at the Edmon- 
ton Opera, he would have laughed at 
you and promptly turned back to his 
math homework. 

Back in his university days, the 
future engineer needed a break from 
his master’s studies and on a whim, 
he joined the Explorers’ Club, an or- 
ganization started by the Edmonton 
Opera to increase young people's 
interests in the sometimes intimidat- 
ing classical artform. 

“| think it was back when I was in 
grad school,” Prybysh remembers 
during a break from a busy day of 
meetings at his engineering firm. “I 
wanted to go, I was curious about it, 
and they had the Explorers’ program, 
so that was the best way to go when 
I was a student.” The music hooked 
him — and he quickly learned not to 
sit too close if you don’t want a grand 
kink in your neck from craning to 
read the supertitles. Now he's seen 
so many operas, he can't remember 


which one he saw first; you get this 


So You've Never Been To The Opera? | Prybysh recommends starting off with a "big name” show like La Traviata. PHOTO BY JIMMY JEONG 


self-proclaimed “practical” guy talk- 
ing Verdi and he just can't stop. 
“I have a very strong preference 


-for Verdi. His operas seem to have 


a lot more energy to them, they’re 
more of a passion opera.... 1 re- 
ally enjoyed The Barber of Seville. 
I remember when I started going to 
the opera, I waited years to be able 
to see it. It's one of my favourite 
operas — it’s just the enjoyment of 
the whole thing.” 

Thinking of the eyes that roll when 
I mention my own secret love for 
Tosca, I ask Prybysh if he can ex- 
plain what he likes about an artform 
so many seem to detest (though 
most who complain about opera have 
probably never even seen one live). 
“I don’t come from any form of mu- 
sical background, to be honest,” he 
says. “Sometimes | think that allows 
me to be able to enjoy it more. I’ve 
talked to professionals in music and 
drama and | would say that having 
a very strong musical background 
takes away from the enjoyment.” He 
laughs. “And I’ve always liked classi- 
cal music. It kind of grew out of an 
interest in music and theatre. One 
thing that does get me, though, is 
that they do get a little long.” Anoth- 
er chuckle. “After two, two and a half 
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hours, I find myself waning a bit.” 

In all seriousness, though, for 
Prybysh it's about how entrenched 
the operatic form is in everyday 
culture. “These well-known operas, 
La Traviata, The Barber of Seville, 
the reason they're well-known is 
that they're powerful — you listen to 
them, you recognize the music in- 
stantly even though you don't realize 
it's come from this opera. It seems 
like it’s ingrained in everything we 
know and do.” 

You do know opera. Think about 
it. Everyone knows Rent is based on 
Puccini's La Boheme, right? That 
“Figaro” tune sung by so many a 
Warner Bros. cartoon animal is ac- 
tually “Largo el Factotum,” an aria 
from Rossini’s The Barber of Seville. 
And the ultimate theme of impend- 
ing doom, “Ride of the Valkyries” 
(most famously used to score the he- 
licopter attack in Apocalypse Now), 
was first the opening theme from 
Act III of Wagner's Die Walkiire. 

“It's completely ingrained in our 
culture but people don’t even realize 
it,” Prybysh says. “They watch Pi- 
rates of Penzance off The Simpsons 
and they don’t know the whole story 
of what's going on. You get in there 
and you know the music but it's the 


first time you've seen actually where 
it came from. It's like playing base- 
ball your entire life and not knowing 
where it came from, then one day be- 
ing able to watch the first games and 
seeing where it all originated.” 

Two years ago, when Prybysh aged 
out of the Explorers’ Club (members 
can be up to 29 years old) he still 
planned on attending, but he also 
wanted to give back. Now, as a mem- 
ber of the Director's Circle, Prybysh 
contributes to the Edmonton Opera 
Society each year, a group he feels can 
teach people more about the music 
and art they’re exposed to daily. “The 
vast majority of people are out there 
and they don’t know where these sto- 
ries, where this music comes from,” 
he says. “There's something about 
actually going and seeing it and you 
get a lot more enjoyment from all 
those references that you see outside 
the opera. I want to. be a supporter 
because I value that.” 

This season, Prybysh is gearing up 
to see The Flying Dutchman, which 
opens this weekend at the Jube. “I’ve 
never seen it before, which kind of 
brings an extra excitement. | know 
I'm going to get in there, and I’m 
going to sit down and hear the mu- 
sic and little things will start click- 





— OPERA FAN ROBERT PRYBYS 





ing — it's going to be a new learning 


experience.” 


Edmonton Opera's production of 
The Flying Dutchman plays Jubilee 
Auditorium on Oct. 25, 28, and 30. 

Tickets and information are avail- 
able by calling 429-1000 or clicking 
www.edmontonopera.com 


STATS - ROBERT PRYBYSH, P.ENG. 





Age: 31. Born and raised in 
Bonnyville, AB 

Education: Graduated from 
Bonnyville High School. Attended 
University of Alberta, received Bach- 
elor of Science in 1999, and MSc in 
2001. 

Occupation: Senior project engi- 
neer at Arrow Engineering Inc. 

Curriculum Vitae: Unlikely opera 
buff, also enjoys the ESO and Shake- 
speare in the Park. Marathon run- 
ner, travels to different marathons 
around the country. Married to work. 
Volunteers with his local Rotary 
Club. Likes machines and technical 
things. ; 
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CITY LIVIN: 1T WASN'T HIS TURN LAST WEEK | 861 words 


city life 


I Hope You Don't Mind Thanksgiving Leftovers 


AA 
4\" 


MY TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 
WELL, IT’S A WEEK LATE, 
BUT HERE'S A LIST OF THINGS 
yOU CAN BE THANKFUL FOR 
INEDMONTON — NINE WHOLE 
THINGS! 





I'm a little choked that SEE’s alter- 
nating schedule of city-side col- 
umnists deprived me of the hack’s 
holiday known as the Thanksgiving 
column. It’s as easy as falling off a 
log, really: you make a list of some 
of the little things that make life 
worth living and you're pretty much 

' done. Unfortunately it was someone 
else’s turn last week. The Colum- 
nists’ Local 151 usually has pretty 
strict rules about the occasions on 
which you can haul out such lazy, 
overused tropes, so all I can hope is 
‘that the shop steward doesn't read 
SEE Magazine. 

Here, then, several days late and 
few dollars short is a list of the small 
consolations that make me thankful 
to be living in this town at this mo- 
ment in history. Clip and save it for 
handy reference in those moments 
when you stand on the brink of self- 
annihilation (i.e., January) and need 





something — anything! to stay 


your hand 


(1) October 
The last few years, October has 
come in like a picture postcard of 
autumn and gone out like a Siberian 
gulag, thanks to a way early snowfall 
that stuck around for the next six 
months 

If nothing else, 2008 will stand 
in the memory as a year in which 
Edmontonians enjoyed a full two 
months of autumn. After all, there's 
nothing sadder than a bunch of little 
kids at your door on Halloween with 


a background in public policy should 
probably retain that seat for her next 


few earthly incarnations 


3) Zimmer's Hole at the 








Velvet Underground 

This Vancouver-based spoof-metal 
band actually lured me out of my 
house for a rare Sunday night gig, 
and I was not disappointed. Not only 
did I get to meet death-metal drum 
ming legend Gene Hoglan (Strapping 
Young Lad, Dethklok), who took the 
form of a seven-foot-tall pile of hair 
with a surprisingly gentle hand- 
shake, but I also walked away from 





worthwhile. For me, anyhow 


(5) Sherbrooke Liquor Store 


or, more precisely, the astonish 





ing selecnhon of imported and mi 
crobrewed beers at this neighbour 
hood bottle shop on the St. Albert 
Trail. Whether it’s Belgian lambic, 
San Francisco steam beer, Ethio 
pian stout, or a limited special edi 


tion produced by a local brewmaster, 





IF NOTHING ELSE, 2008 WILL STAND IN THE MEMORY AS A YEAR IN WHICH 
EDMONTONIANS ENJOYED A FULL TWO MONTHS OF AUTUMN. 





snowsuits and toques covering up 
their costumes. 


(2) Living in the only NDP 
federal riding in Alberta 

Really, what I’m thankful for is 
the public spectacle of incumbent 
€dmonton-Strathcona MP Rahim 
Jaffer making a premature vic- 
tory speech to the party faithful at 
some southside sports bar on elec- 
tion night, only to make a hasty 
exit without saying goodbye when 
it looked like NDP contender Linda 
Duncan had actually won the riding. 
I figure if a young coffee-shop owner 
can hold on to the job for a dozen 
years, an environmental lawyer with 


the show with the image eternally 
burned into my mind of ZH’s singer 
poking is hirsute visage through a 
ghastly head-to-toe vagina costume 
for the song “The Devil's Mouth.” 

In a perfect world, Zimmer's Hole 
would pack Rexall every time they 
came through town, while those 
humourless hair-farmers Metallica 
would have to make do with the VU'’s 
cramped little stage 


(4) Habafiero honey mustard 

Country Kitchen is another Strath- 
cona Farmer’s Market gem, and your 
one-stop shop for just about every 
kind of mustard you can imagine. 
The nice lady who runs the kiosk 


Sherbrooke probably stocks it their 


massive walk-in cooler. 


(6) The Western Canadian 
Music Awards 

Not only did the week-long WCMA 
festivities give many of our under 
exposed local musician friends the 
chance to showcase their talents to 
an industry audience, they precipi- 
tated my first and only trip to the Oil 
City Roadhouse where, if I’m not 
mistaken, they actually pump the 
aroma of hot wings through the ven 
tilation system, possibly to obscure 
the heady smell of testosterone that 
pervades the place of a Friday night 
Now I can cross it off my list. 


e. LRT Station 
more precisely the new con 
rete corridor that tunnels under 
1eath 114 Street and allows you to 





t having to wait at one 





of the longest lights ia the whole 
city 

Though still pristine and glaringly 
lit, the tunnel seems destined to at 
tract a loyal following of nefarious 
loiterers, but in the meantime, its 
maze of concrete ramps provides a 
handy skills test for stunt bikers and 


skateboarders alike 


(8) Brian “Breezy” Gregg, 
electronic busker 

Stationed at the fringe of Sir Win- 
ston Churchill Square in an easy- 
to-spot silver lamé sportcoat and 
fedora, Mr. Gregg uses his superla- 
tive guitar chops to provide a whim- 
sical soundtrack to the sometimes 
fractious goings-on in Edmonton's 
concrete-and-glass heart 
doesn't 


Somehow it seem so 


scary that two inebriated young 
men are trying to bash in each 
other's heads in broad daylight 
when Mr. Gregg is tearing off a 
gnarly surf-guitar solo just a few feet 


away. 


(3) The fact that I've now 

lived in Edmonton for 25 

years and haven't even been 
stabbed once 

The odds are against it, but I’m here 
to tell you it can be done. 





edster’scictionary 


jaffer 


LOCAL VOCAB - BY TRENT WILKIE 


VERB - To procrastinate; to put things off; to act in a useless manner. “My dog jaf- 


fered on the floor all day.” 


exhausticon 


NOUN « Someone who modifies their car mufflers in order for them to sound louder. 
“I'm sorry, could you repeat that? | couldn't hear you over that exhausticon’s 


small penis.” 


duncan 


VERB : To win; to be successful. "Rock beats scissors, scissors beats paper, dun- 


caning beats jaffering.” “Obama will totally duncan McCain.” 


The Archbishop 


NOUN - Device invented to replace the High Level Bridge pedway, a large trebuchet 
on the south shore that safely fires pedestrians across the North Saskatchewan 
River into a pile of beanbag chairs and crash mats. “Man, the Archbishop gets me 
to work fast, but why didn’t they think to put one on the north side? | hate hav- 


ing to swim home.” 


zoolander 


VERB : To be premature; to be presumptuous; to accept an award that you thought 
| you won but actually lost. “Rahim Jaffer will never live down when he zoolan- 
_ dered an acceptance speech before realizing he spoke too soon. 


check out new edster's dictionary 
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shanti yoga 


a warm and peaceful studio located 


in the heart of downtown edmonton. 


offering classes in ashtanga, hatha, 
yin, prenatal & parent and baby yoga. 


AT SHANTI WE ARE DEDICATED TO 
PROVIDING A NURTURING ENVIRONMENT 
WHERE YOGA IS ACCESSIBLE TO ALL. 


PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR FULL SCHEDULE 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 

OR TO REGISTER 

Up 780.421.9444 

sf S HAN aT I shantiyoga@mail.com 
GS) YOGA STUDIO 

CREATEPEACE|BELOVE|LIVEJQ 


www.shantiyogastudio.ca 


#2, 10026-102 street 





"AN INTENSE, SUPERBLY ACTED, 
AND RIVETING POLICE DRAMA: 


~ Jeffrey Lyons / NBC REEL TAL 


“SEARING, HEARTFELT AND BRUTALLY HONEST.” 
Peter Travers, Rojling Stone 


EDWARD NORTON COLIN FARRELL 


PRIDE wn 
GLORY 


NEW LINE CINEMA presents a SOLARIS ENTERTAINMENT/O CONNOR BROTHERS 


RTON COLIN FARRELL “PRIDE AND GLORY" JON VOIGHT NOAH EMMERICH 
MARCUS VISCIDI “=*S/GREGORY O'CONNOR 
OE CARNAHAN « GAVIN O'CONNOR 


AGAVIN O'CONNOR rum EDWARD 
JENNIFER EHLE rues JOSH FAGIN versa TOBY EMMERICH CALE BI 
VIN O'CONNOR s GREGORY O'CONNOR s ROBERT HOPES 
alliancefilms.com & 


7 GAVIN O'CONNOR 
rune co Mt Vv www.prideandglorymovie.com 5 
STARTS [ceaeecee lee | emai || ace 
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IMBIBING - EN FRANCAIS {710 words 


The French New Wave 





These Wines Leave You Breathless | Mostly because the New Wave we're talking here is a disappointing trend in French wines, PHOTO BY MELISSA PRIESTLEY 





| BOOZE MUSE MELISSA PRIESTLEY 


UNLIKE THE CINEMATIC 
MOVEMENT, THIS WAVE OF 


| CHEEKILY NAMED WINES IS 


ALMOST ENTIRELY MERDE 





' No, I'm not talking about a film by 


Jean-Luc Godard — though I am 
talking about wines that represent 
a similar break from tradition. Just 
as the French New Wave films of the 
early 60s broke out of classical par- 
adigms, the iconoclastic wines that I 
dub “New Wave” have broken from 
the typical French wine mould 

New Wave wines are immediately 
recognizable by their mass market 
appeal: the labels are bright and 
flashy, the name is irreverent, the 
grape variety appears on the label, 


| and a bottle usually sells for less 


than $15. You'll also find a dispro- 
portionate number of labels featur- 
ing animals, effectively putting them 
into the league of the enormously 
successful “creature” wines — a sta- 
ple of wine marketing, especially in 
Australia. 

The juice inside these bottles is 
equally non-traditional. New Wave 
wines are youthful, meant for imme- 
diate consumption and not decades 
of cellaring. (I recently had one that 
was only four years old and it was 
horrendously geriatric.) In addition, 
these wines are often bottled with a 
synthetic cork or screw cap — some- 
thing traditional French producers 
still shun. At their best the wines are 
light, fruity, and simple. However, as 
with any wine in the $10 price range, 


they are often thin, overly acidic, 
and lacking in flavour and structure. 

Despite the cheesy names and 
flavour deficiencies, these wines oc- 
cupy a growing space in the West- 
ern market, simply because the 
aforementioned characteristics sell 
Check out the shelves of your aver- 
age liquor store and observe just how 
much space they occupy; I guaran- 
tee there will be no shortage of Lazy 
Lizards, Old Farts, Chat-en-Oeufs, 
or Fat Bastards. New Wave wines are 
the products of marketing, pure and 
simple. They are only ever meant to 
be exported and sold to non-French 
consumers, as they hold little inter- 
est for traditional French drinkers. 
Indeed, I imagine more than a few 


ULTIMATELY, NEW WAVE 
WINES ARE MEANT TO BE 
QUAFFED AND FORGOTTEN. 


would be insulted by the low-brow 
humour and cheap shots adorning 
the labels of these bottles. 

While wine snobs the world over 
(French or otherwise) turn up their 
noses at a glass of Fat Bastard, these 
wines weren't created on a whim. Per 
capita wine consumption in France 
has fallen drastically in recent years, 
due to a number of factors: social 
changes, a lack of marketing and 
branding in the French wine indus- 
try; the onslaught of competitive 
multi-million dollar ad campaigns 
from foreign alcoholic beverage 
companies. All this has produced 
a generation of vodka, not wine, 
drinkers, putting the entire French 
wine industry in deep merde. 

Undoubtedly you’ve seen those 
austere black-and-white French la- 
bels, which offer nothing more en- 
ticing than some obscure, difficult- 


to-pronounce names and a decided 
lack of information. French wines 
are traditionally labelled with the 
region from which they originate 
not the grapes that go into them, and 
there's a hell of a lot of wine regions 
in France. For anyone who wasnt 
born into this conception of wine 
the esoteric nature of the labels 
quickly loses appeal. Much like the 
obscure, cryptic messages presented 
in many New Wave films, the classic 
French wines may present you with 
something deep and complex, but it 
comes in a package that's difficult to 
swallow. 

And yet, if you grab a bottle of 
New Wave wine, which so obvi- 
ously defies tradition with its cheelcy 
name and flashy label, the back la- 
bel paradoxically declares the wine 
to be positively steeped in French 
heritage! For example, the back label 
of Thierry & Guy's Le Freak Shiraz 
Viognier states that the wine is “el- 
egant, refined and just a little chic! 
Blending a small amount of white 
wine, Viognier, with a bold red 
Shiraz, seems freakish today, but is 
rooted in a long-held French tradi- 
tion.” Similarly, the label on Ted the 
Mule Syrah-Grenache affirms that 
it “stubbornly upholds French tradi- 
tion, blending the noble Syrah (the 
“original” Shiraz) with the playful 
Grenache.” 

I hope the irony is not lost on the 
consumer: these wines claim to be 
part of French tradition, yet their 
very essence contradicts this tradi- 
tion (unless red wine automatically 
qualifies as “tradition” ). 

Ultimately, New Wave wines are 
meant to be quaffed and forgotten 
Really, the juice is so unremarkable 
that you're much more likely to re 
member the name than the wine - 
and from a marketing perspective, 
that’s all that is required. 
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Zaineb Hussein | Retail Sales 
BY FAWNDA MITHRUSH 


My Look: Pretty chill, laid back. | ike a little rock, a little edge to my look. 

Hair: My friend does it in her basement. She's a cosmetology student. 

Wearing: The sweater is from H&M, my pants are from Lebanon. The shoes are from Urban 
Behaviour, and the chain with my name on it is also from Lebanon. 

Into: | like art. | love music, | go to a lot of concerts — the last one! went to was Oasis. It was 
pretty sick. |'m looking forward to seeing Bob Dylan next. 


Want to be in My Look? Send your photo to style@see.greatwest.ca. 
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THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB’ 


Bourbon Street, West Edmonton Mall « 444,1752 


KARAOKE 


SUNDAY NIGHTS * 9 PM 
HOSTED BY TERRA 
DRINK SPECIALS 





















FunDrive 2008 
October 24 | 
to | 
November1 | 


Why will 
you 
donate? 


Name: Joseph and Mary 
Kumblathan 

Occupation: Small business 
owner; nurse 

Wearing: 2007 mens hoodie 
in charcoal and womens t 
shirt 


Why will you donate to C.JSR : because our daughter Kathy has a show! 





Donor Since: Brand New Donors this year!! 


Favorite Program on CJSR: Kill em All with Kathy; Raga's and Rhythms 


If you had 60 seconds of on-air time on CJSR, how would you use it? : Mary: | would play 
a tape of my daugthers crazy baby talk from when she was three . 


Support CJSR! Dial-and-Donate! 780-492-2577 
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to book an ad 430 9003 















From $169,900 -$204,900 
Callus Today! 
WEN CO EP? | BORM-S LAST > BDRM 


780-701-2626 


prelsiaetet-tneltitaelais(s ea) 


RESTO CAPS - RECENTLY REVIEWED -BY SCOTT LINGLEY 





0802-124 St., 780-488-1590 

THE TAB: $4] for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Multi-hued sammich joint does 
gourmet dinner 

TRY THE: Caramelized onion and roasted 


tomato pizza ($12) 


101, 9707-110 St., 452-7800 
THE TAB: $67 for two (food only) 


THE GIST: fabulous new menu, great view, 
a casual-fancy night out 

TRY THE: Braised Bison Short Ribs 
and House Made Duck Sausage ($30) 
AVOID THE: The Politicians 


4218-66 St. 780-484-0582 

THE TAB: $28 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Affordable, authentic south In- 
dian cuisine, strip-mall ambience 


TRY THE: Masala dossa with sambar 
($6.99) 
AVOID THE: Table near the entrance 


4005 Gateway Blvd. 780-438-3344 

THE TAB: $63 for three people (food only) 
THE GIST: Delicious, if not overly generous, 
hidden Thai gem 

TRY THE: Green curry with chicken ($12.95) 
with coconut rice ($3.99) 





Your Career is waiting 


Health, Business, Industry, Human Services ‘f 
Your Quest to 


Call 780-644-6000 


a Career starts here. 








10511 82 avenie 
1 Meh 


780.436.0556 









~~ Sa 


| FEATURING daily lunch & dinner buffet 


HAPPY HOURS daily 4-6pm EXOTIC INDIAN HOT HORS D'OEUVRES 






take out menu available 













EXCLUSIVE wine + beer menu 


TO COMPLIMENT OUR FINE FOOD 
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DINING - JAPANESE - BY SCOTT LINGLEY \761 words 


Roll On, Roll On 





nok, That Tineles 7 The a of wasabi hidden in the toro will make your sinuses whirl PHOT OBY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


SUSHI WASABI MAKES A 
WICKED MAKI, BUT IT’S 
THE TASTY SLABS OF RAW 
FISH THAT MAKE THIS 
RESTAURANT GREAT 





SUSHI WASABI 
5714-111 St., 780-433-0533 





Sushi Wasabi, or at least an incar- 
nation of it, figures into my earliest 
experiences of raw fish on rice, to 
say nothing of the eponymous nose- 
_ burning condiment that makes itso 
fun to eat. This family-run restau- 
rant used to hang its shingle in the 
old Strathcona Chinatown Mall — it 
was, in fact, a food kiosk across from 


















the Hong Kong Bakery with nothing 
for a dining room but some plastic 
patio furniture and a few swatches 
of Japanese fabric. 

I should say that Sushi Wasabi 
figures in my ongoing love of sushi, 
because it was in those humble en- 
virons that I learned to savour the 
rich taste of raw salmon and tuna, 
the astringent tingle of wasabi and 
ginger, and variegated delights of the 
rolled-up morsels called maki (both 
inside-out and right-side-in). Quite a 
few years back, when the Strathcona 
Chinatown Mall seemed to become 
inhospitable environs for many of 
the far eastern businesses it housed, 
the Wasabi folks moved to a strip 
mall in Lendrum, next to Jack's Grill 
and the Sunterra Market —-classier 


company than the stores jammed 
with Hello Kitty and Bad Batz Maru 
ephemera, at least. Their success 
there means that a reservation is al- 
most always a very good idea 

It’s a cozy little spot with smaller 
tables by the front door, a small 
sushi bar where you can watch the 
magic being made, and seating for 
bigger groups toward the back. The 
fact that Sushi Wasabi does a brisk 
walk-in and takeout trade adds a 
layer of bustle that makes the area 
near the front window feel pretty 
crowded at peak hours, so you might 
try for a back table if you don't like 
other patrons looming over you 
while you eat. 


To our surprise, the beef sashimi 
(beef tataki by some menus) beat 
the steamed soybeans to the table 
By any name, it was the anticipated 
wheel of seared, bleu-rare beef slic- 
es, onions, and shredded seaweed 
in a vinegary marinade, small white 
mounds of grated daikon dotting 
the meaty landscape. Even through 
the seasoning, the ribbons of meat 
tasted a little like roast beef which, 
while far from off-putting, seemed 
a little out of character for the dish 
The salty edamame, however, were 
in line with the standard steamed 
soybean experience. 

In my experience, the fancier maki 
tries to be, the less appetizing it is. 





THE TAB: $50 FOR TWO (FOOD ONLY) 
THE GIST: PIECE FOR PIECE, THE BEST RAW FISH IN TOWN 
TRY: THE ASSORTED SUSHI OR SASHIMI 
AVOID: THE CONSTRUCTION ON 11TH STREET 





My co-diner and I were both fam- 
ished and already knew that an order 
of beef sashimi ($13.50) and some 
vegetable tempura ($9.50) were 
called for, as well as the requisite 
salmon ($1.80 ea.), tuna ($1.80 ea.) 
and tuna belly ($3 ea.) sushi. When 
our friendly server dropped by, we 
built on this basis with asparagus 
and shrimp maki ($5.35), shishamo 
maki ($6.50) and some edamame 
($4.25) to tide us over. 


For one thing, when your portion 
looks like a cupcake extruding tem- 
pura tentacles and leaking slightly, 
how the hell are you supposed to eat 
it and retain even a shred of dignity? 
Thus, elegantly paired shrimp and 
asparagus in a neat envelope of rice 
and nori trumped the admirably en- 
gineered shishamo roll in my books. 
The latter, a rice-belted wheel of avo- 
cado and breaded, fried smelt with a 
small pocket of mayo, was a little too 
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Live Music 
at “Carrot: 


+ 


Oct 24 Thaneah Krohi 
= Elena Yeung 


creamy (and smelty) for me 


The key to good tempura is keep- | 
ing the batter extra cold and dunk- | 


ing the morsel to be tempura'd right | 


before tossing it in the oil, causing 
little teardrops of fried batter to 
shear off from the main mass, so 
that the resulting crisp shell isn't 
too thick or too oily. Wasabi has this 
trick down pat, and the assortment 
of tempura yam, squash, carrot, 
broccoli, and hoops of white onion 
retained a healthful vitality, which is 
my preference 

Haying roved around Wasabi’s bill 


of fare a bit, we were ready for the | 


main event: those pearly slabs of 
succulent fish flesh. I’ve never been 
disappointed by the quality of Wasa- 
bi’s sushi, so it's especially fortunate 
that the each piece is so substantial. 
And just as they don’t chintz out on 
the high quality sashimi, they don't 
skimp on the wasabi hidden within 
that explodes inside your sinuses at 
the very moment the soy-imbued 
maguro or toro takes over your en- 
tire mouth. 

Above all, our four pieces each 
of sushi left us sated and glad. For 
better than a decade, Sushi Wasabi 
has made me believe that it's not too 
much to expect. All you other sushi- 
slingers better step up- 


DRUGS A PROBLEM? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 


425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 








DOWNLOADS 


Whatever You Like, 
TA 

So What, 

Pink 


Just Dance, 
Lady GaGa 


My Life, 


The Game 
Hot N Cold, 
Katy Perry 
Live Your Life, 
T.l. 

Disturbia, 


Rihanna 


| Kissed A Girl, 
Katy Perry 


Let tt Rock, 
Kevin Rudolf 


In the Ayer, 
Flo Rida 


TEXT 


HOT 
| TO 4781 


| To download the hottest tracks, 
| fingtunes and more 


‘o) ROGERS 





™Rogers & Mobius design are trademarks of Rogers 
Communications Inc., used under license or of Rogers 
Wireless. © 2008 Rogers Wireless, 
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HIGHLIGHT EXERCISE . « 











One Step At A Time | Join people like these from more than 80 other countries to help children victimized by the Ugandan civil war. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


Gulu Walk = Oct. 25 - City Hall 

Even if Alex Trebek cradling a starving child doesn’t tap your charitable side, we can think of other reasons why you should join Ed- 
monton's effort to help the children of northern Uganda. Here's a few. First, Athletes for Africa isn’t even asking you to raise pledges. 
Second, if you do decide to raise pledges and gather more than $100, you get a free T-shirt. And third, whether you walk the 6krn or 
the 12.5 km route, you will burn calories. If not for the children or Trebek, then do it for yourself. Registration is at 10 a.m. 


| 


EVENTS | 


ADRIAN LACHANCE LOIS HOLE PUBLIC LIBRARYI7650 
69 AVE. OCT 25 An afternoon of Cree culture featuring 
the aboriginal motivational speaker, cultural facilitator, | 


| traditional dancer and drum keeper. Info: www.epL.ca. 


| 


BORN TO WRITE: THE RAVING POETS KASBAR 


| LOUNGEI0444 WHYTEAVE. OCT 16 -DEC 3 Open-stage 


| spoken-word poetry with the Raving Poets Band. Every 


| www.circlealberta.a. 
| DESIGN IN A COLD CLIMATE MACEWAN DOWNTOWN 





guluwalk.com/edmonton. DISCUSSION organization for LGBTQ fac 

GWYNNE DYER THE ARDEN Celebration of Action ulty, graduates, academic & staff. 
| THEATRE #5 ST. ANNE ST. ST. Ove eetreereclciues — Straightallies welcome. Monthly 

ALBERT OCT 26 Renowned writer between the federal government and meetings. Info: kwells@ualberta.ca 








THERE'S THEORY. 
THERE'S PRACTICE 
THERE'S NAIT. 





Why are NAIT graduates so prepared to enter the workforce? Because NAIT’s unique learn-by -doing 


philosophy means our graduates are ready to make an impact as soon as they start their careers. 


Choose from over 90 full-time program options - in fields from IT to the environment, health 
diagnostics to heavy equipment, chemical engineering to culinary arts. Plus two unique degrees 
that focus on preparing grads for managerial roles in business and industry. And more than 1,200 


choices for part-time and distance learning. 


Experience hands-on learning the NAIT way. 


APPLY NOW TO START IN JANUARY OR SEPTEMBER 
VISIT NAIT.CA,OR CALL 780 471.8874 


EDUCATION FOR THE REAL WORLD 
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| CELEBRATION OF ACTION - CIRCLE ALBERTA GATH- 


| edmontonghosttours.com/780-289-2005. 


|. Info: www.tcvo.org/7B0-497-4780. 


| “Climate Wars.” Discussion to follow. 


| Tam.and8 pm. Tickets thru www. 
ticketmaster.ca/780-459-1542. 


Wed. Sign up at 7:30 p.m. Show at 8 p.m. 


ERING SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 9797 JASPER AVE. OCT 
24 Join gathering delegates and engage in a dialogue with 
Ovide Mercredi, Chief of the Misipawistik Creek Nation and 
Marie Wadden, regional producer for CBC St. John's, onthe — | 
issue of healing and reconciliation between the Aboriginal — | 
communities and thenon-Aboriginal Canadian public. Info: | 


CAMPUS 106 104TH AVE. OCT 23 With Danny Peart of ‘Oeuf, 


| 
| 
| 
| Montreal. Doors at 6;45 p.m. Tickets at the door. Info: www. | 


loeuf.com. 

EDMONTON GHOST TOURS 0(T 13- OCT 30 Meet in front 
of the Rescuer statue next to the Walterdale Playhouse in 
Old Strathcona. $5 per person. Tue-Thu at7 p.m. Info: www. | 


FUNDRAISING SUCCESS - WHERE TO START & s 
HOW TO BUILD IT! MACEWAN SOUTH CAMPUS 10050 | 
MACDONALD DR. OCT 25 Hosted by Anne Kirkpatrick the 
workshop will help you understand how to ensure that 
your organization is ready to raise funds, select the right 
prospects and the right methods) for raising those funds. 


GHOSTS AND GRAVEYARDS TOUR A tour of various 
haunted locales. Presented by Nite Tours. 7 p.m. Info: 
780-454-0303. 





GULU WALK OCT 25 The fourth annual 
global show of solidarity for the chil- 
dren of Northern Uganda. Info: www. 


and broadcast journalist hosts 
two lectures “After Iraq” ans 


THELAST IMAGINARY PLACE: PERCEP- 

TIONS OF ARCTICLANDS AND PEOPLE ROYAL ALBERTA 
MUSEUM 12845 102ND AVE. OCT 234 look at the history 

of our view of the Arctic with Dr. Robert McGhee. Info: 
780-453-9100. 

LUNCH BY THE BOOKS STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY #7 
SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE OCT 23 A panel discussion 


| abou the upcoming U.S. election, featuring the insights of 


experts from the Dept. of Political Science and the Institute 


| for United States Policy Studies at the U of A. Admission 


is free. Info: www.vofaweb.ualberta.ca/arts/lunchbythe- 
books.cfm. 

OPTOBERFEST! AMBER’S BREWING COMPANY 9926 78TH 
AVE. OCT 24 Presented by the Mercury Opera. From 8 p.m. 
until the keg runs dry. Info; www.mercuryopera.com. 
PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON FUNDRAISER AND 
SILENT AUCTION OCT 24 All proceeds made will go directly 
towards the Pride Centre of Edmonton, and support of 
services provided here. info: 780-488-3234, 

SEESA RUMAGE, CRAFT AND BAKE SALE SEESA 9350 
62ND ST. EDMONTON, ALBERTA OCT 26 Hosted by the South 
East Edmonton Seniors Association. Including a silent 
auction of new items donated by local businesses. Info: 








HOT PICK 


the aboriginal community. 
Ort. 24 
SHAW CONFERENCE 
CENTRE 


WWW.seesa.Ca, 

WILL POWER WILLS WEEK 2008 FOR CHARITY 
MACEWAN DOWNTOWN CAMPUS 106 104TH AVE. OCT 28 A 
panel of experts discuss how to create an effective charity 
through proper storytelling. Admission free. 11:45 a.m.1:30 
p.m. Info: www.ecfoundation.org/780-426-0015 


LEARNING 


GEORGE MILLAR: FIFTY YEARS A-PAINTING 
WHITEMUD CROSSING LIBRARY 4211 106TH ST. OCT 26 An 
interactive and illustrated presentation of his 50 years 
a-painting, including a discussion of his influences as well 
as exploring, with your help, the nooks and crannies of 
creativity. 2 p.m. Info: 780-496-8342. 

GETTING PUBLISHED: LITERARY MAGAZINES AND 
YOUR WRITING CAREER STRATHCONA LIBRARY 8331 
104TH ST. OCT 27 Join editors from Alberta publications 
Other Voices and On Spec for a panel discussion about the 
role of literary magazines ina writer's career. Doors at 7 p.m 
Info: www.writerseuild.ab.ca. 


QUEER — 


AGAPE EDUCATION FACULTY, U OF A CAMPUS Focus group 
on sex and gender differences in education and culture. 
Pre-service and practicing teachers, community members 
welcome. Info: andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 780-492-0772. 
EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COMMITTEE The EPS/LGBTQ 
Liaison Committee Is composed of a variety of concerned 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified, two-spirited, queer, 


| allied community members, and police officers. Email 
| questions or concerns to epslgbtq@yahoo.ca. All inquiries 


treated with confidentiality and respect. To report a 
hate or bias motivated crime, contact the EPS 
Hate & Bias Crime Unit, 780-421-3489. 
INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus-based 


or mwonham@ualberta.ca 

PRIDE CENTRE 9540 117 AVE., 780- 
488-3234, Hours: TUE-FRI I-10 p.m., 
SAT 12-6:30 p.m. Drop-in, library, and 
community internet services are available. 

Online enewsletter Hours: TUE-FRI 1-10 p.m., SAT 

12-6:30 p.m. Info: 780-488-3234 or www.pridecentreofed- 
monton.org. 
TEAM EDMONTON A volunteer operated, non-profit 
society for members and friends of the GLBT community, 


_ offering well organized and fun sporting events and other 


recreational activities within a positive social framework. 
Info: www.teamedmonton.ca. 

WOMONSPACE Non-profit lesbian organization for’ 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Organized monthly activi- 
ties, Memberships available, including monthly newsletter. 
Confidentiality assured. Info: www.womonspace.ca, 
womonspace@gmail.com, or 780-482-1794. 
YOUTHSPACE PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON, 9540-111 
AVE. Anafter-school drop-in program for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, trans-identified, queer, questioning, and allied 
(GLBTQQ&A) youth under 25. Open TUE-SAT 3-7 p.m. Info 
brendanGipridecentreofedmonton.org or 780-488-3234. 


have something going on? 


let us know, 
listings@see.greatwest.ca 
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MUSIC 


66 HE’S SO UNHIP, WHEN YOU SAY ‘DYLAN,’ HE THINKS 
YOU'RE TALKIN’ BOUT DYLAN THOMAS — WHOEVER HE WAS. 
THE MAN AIN’T GOT NO CULTURE. 


— SIMON & GARFUNKEL'S “A SIMPLE DESULTORY PHILIPPIC 
(OR HOW I WAS ROBERT MCNAMARA’D INTO SUBMISSION)” 





MUSIC PREVIEW - SONG STUDY « BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | 767 words 


Hey Mr. Tambourine Man, 
Here’s A Song For You 


WHETHER THEY'RE TALKING 
ABOUT HIS MOUSTACHE OR HIS 
LYRICS, SONGWRITERS LOVE 
NAME-CHECKING BOB DYLAN 





BOB DYLAN 
Oct. 29 (7:30 pm). Rexall Place. Tickets: $45.50-$79.50, 
available through Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca) 





The debate on who has had the big- 


gest influence on pop music won't 
be resolved anytime soon, but one 
thing’s for sure: nobody gets name- 
checked in other people's songs like 
Bob Dylan. The Who asked his advice 
in “The Seeker,” Belle and Sebastian 
didn’t look back, “ 
and David Bowie wrote an 


like Dylan in the 
movies,” 
entire song singing his praises (called 
“Song for Bob Dylan,” naturally). 

The rambling, sandpaper-voiced 
folk legend comes to Rexall Place 
this Wednesday, but since he doesn't 
do many interviews anymore, we 
figured it would be fitting to see just 
how much one can learn about Dy- 
lan and his various personae simply 
by examining what has been sung 
about him. And, judging from what 
we've dug up, most of what you need 
to know can be summed up on one 
side of a mixtape 


HE IS COOL. 

On “3-Minute Rule,” the 
Beastie Boys’ 1988 hip-hop patch- 
work Paul’s Boutique, a brash MCA 
appeals to parents who think he’s 
too rowdy for their daughters with 
this declaration: “I’m just chillin’ / 
Like Bob Dylan.” This turned out to 
be high praise indeed, as the Beast- 
ies have also bragged in interviews 
about getting high with Dylan at a 
party, and Mike D claims his greatest 


from 


moment as a businessman was get- 
ting a reduced rate from Dylan for a 
sample of “Just Like Tom Thumb’s 
Blues” for their song “Finger Lickin’ 
Good.” 

Hootie and the Blowfish show a 
similarly high opinion of Dylan's 
mystique in their 1994 smash hit 
“Only Wanna Be With You,” 
singer Darius Rucker quotes “Idiot 
Wind” and “Tangled Up in Blue” be- 
fore crooning, “Ain’t Bobby so coo-o- 


where 


o-ol?” 


HE HAS DISTINCTIVE 
FACIAL HAIR. 

When Jenny Lewis needed an image 
to sum up the mood of “The Charg- 
ing Sky,” from her 2006 solo debut 
Rabbit Fur Coat, she needed some- 
thing that was fragile, weirdly beau- 
tiful, and that wears its scars with 
pride. Her choice was perfect: “So 
my mom, she brushes her hair / And 
my dad starts growin’ Bob Dylan's 
beard.” Look at the cover of Dylan's 
1983 album Infidels and you'll see a 
beard — indeed, a man — that seems 
to have raggedly survived against all 
odds. (His current facial hair, a wispy 
train-bandit moustache, conveys a 
similar emotion.) 

Wilco frontman Jeff Tweedy was 
inspired by the very same thing on 
“Bob Dylan’s 49th Beard,” an out- 
take from the Yankee Hotel Foxtrot 
sessions in 2001. Tweedy sings, 
“Things got weird.” Oh yeah? Prove 
it, Tweedy! “I started growing Bob 
Dylan's beard.” Fair enough. 


HIS SONGS HAVE LOTS OF 
STRANGE WORDS IN THEM. 
Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story 
may not be too fondly remembered, 


even by Judd Apatow fans, but the 
maligned 2007 comedy has an abso- 
lutely outstanding soundtrack, full of 
original songs that mimic everything 
from rockabilly to bloated psyche- 
delia. One of the best is the Dylan 
knockoff “Royal Jelly,” on which John 
C. Reilly perfectly channels Bob's 
nasal stream-of-consciousness. The 
song appears after a scene where 
Reilly's singer/songwriter character 
is accused of stealing from Dylan in 
the mid-1960s, and with obtuse lines 
like “Mailboxes drip like lampposts 
in the twisted birth canal of the coli- 
seum,” you can't really argue with its 
brilliance. 

It’s alleged that Simon and Gar- 
funkel’s 1966 song “A Simple Desul- 
tory Philippic (Or How I Was Robert 
McNamara’d Into Submission)” is 
a satire on Dylanesque long-wind- 
edness and blind word association. 
We're not sure if that’s true or not, 
but it is one of the most jubilant 
songs Paul Simon ever wrote, and 
his ramblings near the end always 
make us laugh. 

“He's so unhip,” 
“when you say ‘Dylan,’ he 
‘bout Dylan 


Simon sing- 
speaks, 
thinks you're tallcn’ 
Thomas — whoever he was. The man 
ain’t got no culture.” 


HE TALKS ABOUT 

HIMSELF A LOT. 

Of course, nobody talks about Bob 
Dylan in their music as much as Dy- 
lan himself. His early records were 
littered with self-referential song 
titles — “Bob Dylan’s Dream,” “Bob 
Dylan's 116th Dream,” “Bob Dylan's 
Blues” — and he ends “Talking World 
War Ill Blues” by full-on quoting 
himself: “‘Half of the people can be 


Well, maybe Elvis. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


part right all of the time / Some of 
the people can be all right part of the 
time / But all the people can’t be all 
right all the time’ / I think Abraham 
Lincoln said that / ‘I'll let you be in 
my dreams if I can be in yours’ / I 
said that.” 

Then there's “Sara,” off his 1975 
album Desire, where Dylan goes 


We Love Mixtapes! | There aren't too many singers who've been name-dropped more often by other singers than Bob Dylan. 





even further into meta territory as 
he remembers “Stayin’ up for days 
in the Chelsea Hotel / Writin’ ‘Sad- 
Eyed Lady of the Lowlands’ for you.” 
How ahead of his time is that? As 
Johnathan Rice told The Onion A.V. 
Club when discussing “Sara” earlier 
this year, “That's like something that 
Lil Wayne would probably do. 








‘AFrickin’ Sound Safari | Dilana brings her well-travelled musical influences to The Starlite Room this Monday. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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HOT TICKETS - MUST-SEE SHOWS 





WORLDLY 


Dilana_ 
Starlite Room : Oct. 27 


$10 | Ticketmaster 


If there's an artist in town this week with 
bad-ass street credentials, it’s Dilana. She 
honed her musical chops at the age of seven 
playing shows in Johannesburg, South Africa 
— the murder capital of the world. Unlike 
the majority of artists in the region who get 
sucked into the maelstrom of violence, pov- 
erty, and drugs, Dilana escaped to the Neth- 
erlands, paying her way with cover songs and 
a stage presence that makes people tingle 
deep inside. It's no wonder Wonderfool has 
garnered so much success, 





DESERTBOOM 

Bedouin Soundclash 
Edmonton Event Centre - Oct. 25 
$28.50 | Ticketmaster 


The Toronto trio will be preaching their Street 
Gospels this weekend, so wear your Sunday 
best. Well, maybe it won't be a spiritual 
event, despite the occasional reference to 
Catholic dogma on songs like “St. Andrew,” 
but we have faith that the project they're 
working on with Darryl Jenifer of Bad Brains 
will be nothing short of heavenly. At least, 
it will be if it turns out like their other col- 
laborations. Just look at the credits for Street 
Gospels: Money Mark, Wade MacNeil, and 
Vernon Buckley. Praise the Lord! 





SUBURBIA 

Jason Collett 
Urban Lounge « Oct. 28 
$15 | Ticketmaster 


Considering that Jason Collett grew up in 
the belly of the Bramalea, Ont. suburbs it’s 
no surprise that he describes himself and 
his childhood friends as “articulate drunks/ 
and inarticulate saints." We can see it now: 
Jason sneaks into the local Catholic church 
to pound communion wine before hiding in 
the confession booth to. bestow inebriated 
wisdom on unsuspecting church members. 
Well, what else is an angst-ridden teenager 
to do in suburbia? At least he’s not loitering 
in front of the Quick Stop selling dope. 
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MUSIC 





MUSICPREVIEW -INDIE ROCK « BY KATHLEEN BELL | 628 words 


One Man’s Trash Is Another Man's Junkstrument 


TORONTO'S FEMBOTS PICKED 
UP REFRIGERATOR PARTS TO 
CURE THEIR WRITER'S BLOCK 
ON CALLING OUT 





FEMBOTS 
w/ Octoberman and The Provincial Archive. Oct. 25 (9pm). 
The Pawn Shop (10551-82 Ave). Tickets: $10 at the door. 





As a writer, every piece starts out 
with a blank screen and a blinking 
cursor. These are the tools-of the 
trade, just like a guitarist has his gui- 
tar and a painter his paint. 

And, like anyone confronted with 
an obstacle, different artists have 
different techniques to help fling 
themselves over creative hurdles. 
But what if, instead of looking for 
inspiration in experience or re- 
search or the panic of a deadline, 
you changed the rules by changing 


they invented new ones. 

“Iner builds homemade instru- 
ments pretty much out of anything 
he can find, garbage and refrigerator 
parts and who knows what,” explains 
Dave MacKinnon, who, along with 
Brian Poirier, are the foundation of 
the FemBots. “Our original plan was 
just to start trying to make some mu- 
sic using his instruments.” 

Due to the unpredictable nature 
of what they've dubbed “junkstru- 
ments,” it wasn't feasible to make a 
whole album (or even a whole song, 
for that matter) based on refrigera- 
tor parts. They ended up recording 
the sounds the junkstruments made 
and then playing traditional instru- 
ments over those looped recordings. 
While the junkstruments may have 
helped to get those creative juices 
flowing, getting Souseter’s inven- 





THE IDEA REALLY WAS THAT IF EVERYTHING IS OUT OF TUNE 
THEN NOTHINGIS OUT OF TUNE. THE WHOLE IDEA OF 
TUNING BECAME KIND OF IRRELEVANT. 





the tools? The FemBots did. And it 
worked out pretty well for them. 

A little over two years ago, after 
wrapping up a heavy round of tour- 
ing in support of their critically ac- 
claimed third album The City, the 
Toronto-based indie rockers started 
the process of writing what would 
become their latest LP, Calling Out. 
Unfortunately, their old methods of 
composing music weren't working 
for them. But they didn’t just change 
approaches or instruments; with the 
help of their friend Iner Souseter, 


tions to play well with others posed 
its own obstacles. 

“When we were strictly work- 
ing with Iner’s instruments, the 
idea really was that if everything 
is out of tune then nothing is out 
of tune,” “The 
whole idea of tuning became kind 


MacKinnon says 


of irrelevant. The hard part became 
when it was time to play real instru- 
ments over top of them — to try and 
figure out if the track is actually 
in a key and what that key is and 


work around that. That was a little 


Do They Look A Little Skinny To You? | Those FemBots have a funny way of stretching themselves thin. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


tricky.” 
The first song that came together 
s “Good Days.” 
track with a deep bass groove backed 


It's a creeping 


by random tinkling noises and me- 
chanical whirls. There’s a weird, 
dark quality to the music that juxta- 
poses nicely with MacKinnon’s as- 
“Good days, I 
feel them coming on again.” 

“That song was the big ‘eureka’ 


sertion on the chorus: 


moment where we went from hav- 
ing all these noisy tracks to having 
that stuff start to turn into songs,” 


MacKinnon says. “The band part of 
that was recorded in one of our first 
writing sessions up at Brian's wife's 
cottage, north of Toronto. We were 
up there last fall and it was unusu- 
ally warm and really beautiful. The 
leaves were all changing. We'd re- 
cord all afternoon and most of the 
evening, but I’d get up every morn- 
ing and take my dog out for a walk 
through the woods — it’s really about 
that. At the time there was such hor- 
rible stuff in the news — there always 
is — and at the same time here I am, 





in the woods, with the dog happier 
than she's ever been. It's beautiful 
out, and it’s a perspective thing. If 
you want to only see bad stuff, you're 
only going to see bad stuff.” 

From “Good Days” it was a six- 
month shot to a complete CD. “Get- 
ting unstuck is mostly just about 
freeing yourself up to realize when 
you stumble across that one good 
thing, that you recognize it for what 
it is,” MacKinnon says. “’Cause usu- 
ally it just takes one:little thing to 
start everything.” 











MUSICBUZZ - MUNICIPAL HAPPENINGS | 667 words 


Man, That Was One Crazy Week 





WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
. THERE'S BEEN A LOT GOING ON 





Holy shit, am ever I sick of awe- 
some music. Just kidding — more 
like vibrating still. Starting with 
Gogol Bordello last Wednesday, 


Stovel might say. I really liked Deep 
Dark Woods. at the ARTery, and as 
hoped Jeff Stuart ripped the faces 
off his Teddy’s audience, who didn’t 
go for any of that “sit on the floor 
in a circle and watch” bullshit. That 
position- kinda died in elementary 
school, if memory serves. 

Best of all, Lord VanGaalen had 
a functioning fucking robot with 
moods as a band member, plus the 
words “Jack Daniels” and “church” 
shrieked about in his pews. The next 
night, Old Reliable bravely played 
all brand-new songs pre-encore, 
some hammering, many swoon- 
ing, and none, for some reason, 
with Tom Murray on bass (which 


this city’s been exhaustingly fun at L sweat was-palpable)..Both: Shuyler 


night, mostly thanks to the WCMA — 
machine and its terrible, terrible 
riches of shooters, laughing, and 
loudspeakers. But in between all that 
dancing and trying to cross the river 
valley in less than 20 minutes, many 
a sublime performance, as Grant 


“and Mavis auditioned strong addi- 
tions as Tippy Agogo danced as if 
he were climbing a magic ladder of 
invisible snakes. Ayla Brook and 
the “Brookettes” weré hot too. 

What else? Fuck it. Everything 
ruled, especially Spirit of the West 
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in the same font as Nickelback, and 
SNFU still making a go of it outside 
the gates. 

I’m lucky and get to talk to global 
accomplishers now and then, but 
they never call as a wrong num- 
ber, But the other night, right af 
ter her concert, Leslie Feist called 
my house, looking for her friend, 
musician Paul Coutts. I answered 
with a grin as DaraDara bounced 
off walls upstairs, and ‘tried to 
explain things. 

“Is Fish the same as Paul?” she 
laughed, and we talked for a couple 
minutes. Her rating of the show: 
“Oh, you know, it was all right,” she 
deadpanned, then laughed when I 
told her I was a reporter. She-asked 
me why I was watching TV instead 
of at her concert. It was a little sur- 
real, the fateful sounds of teardown 
in the background. Security had re- 


*%= fuged Coutts backstage access, even 


though he was down for it, and word 
had just gotten to her. Sadly, by now, 


Paul has vanished to Mexico. 
Speaking of human walls: on a 
non-musical note, coveredinoil.blog- 
spot.com blogger Dave “Pleasure 
Motors” Berry was this week bul- 
lied by a series of corporate Poin- 
dexters in the Oilers organization 
who took paranoid offence to the 
fact he was liveblogging from the 
press box. They soon figured they 
had some moral right to control his 
every second of spare time up there, 
quickly threatening to remove and 
indefinitely ban him for the, uh, 
technology breach? Or simply for 
being as honest online as any other 
intelligent, impassioned, or critical 
fan. For talking like you might. Berry 
was working for another organiza- 
tion, but also posting updates anyone 
could have from a Blackberry in the 
crowd or even watching TV at home. 


Hardly subterfuge. Anyway, read the — 
whole tale on the abovementioned 


blog, as these pigs — these fucking 
zeroes — treated friendly Berry like a 


total Hamburglar. You know the en- 
forcer types — direct kin of the cock- 
wads who once trapped fan Robert 
Vaughan in the rink’s bowels for tap- 
ing “Trade Lowe” onto his jersey — a 
very funny joke. The Oilers com- 
mentary world is generally grouchy 
about it, and Berry has decided to 
wash his hands of the whole orga- 
nization, including the blog. Sucks 
for us. 

Still, better watch what you say, 
arena fans, against a team which 
— here’s some trivia — believe it or 
not, used to actually make the fiick- 
ing playoffs more than one (of all 
numbers of) years in a row. Fuck 
you, office Oilers. Fuck you for 
shitting on one of the smartest of 
your loyal fans. 

“One last note. Apparently it's real- 
ly funny to pretend to be SO4’s Nik 
Kozub on Facebook and imposter- 
insult his friends. Seriously, that's 
what people who can’t get laid do 
now instead of masturbating. 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - INUIT THROATS: BY FAWNDA MITHRUSH 731 wards 


Who Knew Vocal Cords Could Do That? 


IN FOR SOMETHING 
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT? 
GO SEE TANYA TAGAQ’S 
SHOW. EVEN BJORK WOULD 
RECOMMEND IT 





TANYA TAGAQ 
Oct.25 (8pm). McDougall United Church (1025-101 St). 
Tickets; $18, available through Ticketmaster (451-8000/ 
ticketmaster.ca). 





‘Ym a little jacked on coffee,” 
chimes a bubbly voice over the line 
from Yellowknife. The cheeriness 
of Tanya Tagaq's speaking voice al- 
most startles me, considering the 
guttural depths and panting drones 
those very same cords reach on her 
haunting album, Auk/Blood. Tagaq, 
who's famously worked with none 
other than the Queen of Quirk her- 
self, Bjérk (who apparently is an ab- 
solutely incredible cook) positively 
beams exuberance through the re- 
ceiver. 

“lm a very, very silly person,” 
Tagaq explains. “I love taking the piss 
out of everything, especially myself. 
It’s the best way to be. Laughter is so 
important. Sometimes with some of 
my friends we're too silly together, 
and I've had to ban them from my 
shows because they wouldn't be able 
to accept me that way — whol am on 
and offstage are very different.” 

And if who she is onstage is any- 
thing like the mood-driven tracks on 
her album — each with single-word 
titles like “Fox,” “Want,” “Growl,” or 
“Hunger” — the audience might be in 
for something more, uh, spiritual? 

“Everyone reacts in different ways 
Some people come up and they're 
just bawling, crying so hard. And | 
have to hug them, and tell them it’s 
okay, That's so amazing, they think 
it's because of me, but it’s them — 


that needed to come out of them 
I think as a culture we've lost a lot 
emotionally... We're boxed in, just 
like you're boxed into a house. When 
you see one person really express 
ing themselves and not caring if 
they look stupid or ugly or anything 
that it helps other people to not be 
shy to be themselves, and I think 
that’s the feeling that comes into the 
room. [Performing] is about staying 
right there, in the moment. Things 
like cuddling with my baby, paint 
ing, sometimes cooking, running, 
singing, fucking, all those things 
put you in the moment, right? And 
that’s the way I heal My music, I do 
it quite selfishly, and I’m just always 
astounded when people like it,” she 
laughs 

When | pop Auk/Blood in my 
computer, iTunes lists its genre as 
“Unclassifiable,” and I have to admit 
the disc is more like a soundtrack to 
which you’d zone out or sob or lapse 
into a demon-possessed dervish — 
labeling it as “alternative” or “exper- 
imental” just doesn’t go far enough 
It's evocatively indulgent, purging, 
and dark. 

“It's not gonna be like ‘Sunshine’! 
‘Skipping Down the Hallway’!’” 
Tagaq says, explaining the dark titles 
“A lot of them didn't 
have titles, and we just listened to 


of her tracks 


and thought about how it made us 
feel, what did it make us think of, 
and none of it was, you know, silly 
things. It’s because the music comes 
from a part of myself that I don’t get 
to express in day-to-day life. I’m very 
buoyant in my nature, so its nice to 
go in and pull out stuff. I get to live 
this other part of me that needs to 
express and not get scared.” 

As for the reaction in the Inuit 
community to her avant-garde take 
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on a sacred form, Tagaq explains 


she’s come to a recent realization 
that's freed her from the ¢ omplaints 
of unhappy traditionalists. “There 
was someone who came up and was 
criticizing me for being sexual. And 
yes, I’m a sexual person, but I’m a 
sexual person sitting and drinking 


my coffee on the couch. It's some 





thing that stays with me all the time 
— it’s honest, and it comes form my 
heart and that’s a small part of the 
show. When I’m onstage, I’m never 
ever thinking ‘Oh, how am I going to 
act?’ Traditionally in the Inuit culture 
there wasn't this big stigma attached 
to sex — sex was just sex, there was 
no shame to it. Sol thought, ‘Screw 
it. I’m gonna be me.” 

And while she values the classical 
tradition of throat singing (“It's the 
most beautiful thing in the world”), 
Tagaq insists that what she's doing is 
a far cry from the conventional — if 
you can call any kind of throat sing- 
ing conventional — conception of 
her art 

“I'm singing the same way that I 
paint or cook or hump or anything. | 
don't like having the burden of claim- 
ing to spread my culture around — 
like, if | was born in Poland, I would 





Soe a 


be doing something Polish. I was mm i 
“Like Edith Piaf, Or Something Totally Emotionai” | So said Bjork about Tagag’s unique vocal style. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


raised in Nunavut. I’m Inuk.” 





DEVANEY’S | 
irish pas*® 
9013-88 AVENUE * 465-4834 


_ KARAOKE 


8 PM. EVERY THURSDAY + HOSTED BY 


YOU KNOW YOU WANNA 


OPEN STAGE 


8 P.M, EVERY WEDNESDAY * HOSTED BY DUFF ROBINSON. 


MONDAY TO SUNDAY OPEN AT 11:30 AM. 
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pie peta (Corsets 


Edmonton’s sexiest 
collection of costumes 
now in stock! 


com 


% pirates! pirates! pirates! 
& x burlesque dancers 
x saucy beer girls 4 
x tempting 


“SQ. from $99 
x regular & plus sizes 
x specialty hosiery 
x shoes & boots 
10832-124st. 780-451- 1120, 


Mon/Tues/Wed 12-6, Thurs/Fri 11-7, Sat 1256/Sun 12-5 x = 
Shop early to avoid disappointment. Wexill sell outf 


rae 
Powersound 










worn poworseurdstadias com 





If you want to learn about 
studio recording, concert 

sound, movie sound, radio or 
record production... 





Chunk, Starewell, Keating, Rake, Tupelo Honey, Mathews Grin, Vendenta, Econoline Crush, EMI, 
War Party, Shoreline Records, 604 Records, Long Way Down, KOAN, HAVEN, Amoeba 
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MUSIC PREVIEW « RAWK « BY TRENT WILKIE | 50 words 


Tales From The Drumkit 


Getting Their Jicks | Janet Weiss and the band are having a smashing time on the road with Stephen Malkmus. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


ROCK SAGE JANET WEISS 
RETURNS TO EDMONTON, THIS 
TIME ROUND WITH STEVE 


| MALKMUS AND THE JICKS 





STEPHEN MALKMUS AND THE JICKS 

w/ Blitzen Trapper. Oct 24 (8pm). The Starlite Room 
(1030-102 St). Tickets: $22, available through Ticketmaster 
(451-8000/ticketmaster.ca).. 





There's a nasty stereotype in the 
rock world that drummers are stu- 
pid. In fact, there are several jokes 
on the subject. (What do you call a 
drummer with half a brain? Gifted.) 

Well, Janet Weiss is proof postive 
that the “dumb drummer” stereo- 
type just isn’t true. I'm pretty sure 
she has a brain. She may even have 
two. The last time Weiss and her 


brains were in Edmonton, she and 
the Sleater-Kinney 
were opening for Pearl Jam. This 
time, she’s in Edmonton to drum for 
Stephen Malkmus and The Jicks in 
support of their album Real Emo- 
tional Trash. 

Since her last stop here, though, 
everything in music has changed — 
in large part from this crazy thing 
called the World Wide Web. 

“With the Internet it is so hard to 


now-defunct 


surprise anyone anymore,” Weiss 
says. “You know, they can watch 
clips on YouTube of our new songs 
that aren’t even out yet. Ten years 
ago, it used to be way easier to sur- 
prise people. 
what you looked like or knew what 
you sounded like. Now it's totally dif- 
ferent and takes a lot more energy to 


People never knew 


make something new happen.” 
When asked about her influences 
as a drummer you might expect the 
usual pocket response of Bonham 
and Moon, and Weiss does acknowl- 
edge the greats, but her immediate 
response is more thoughtful. (There 
she goes with the brains again.) 
“Guitar players influence me more 
than drummers in a certain way,” 


Weiss says. “Most of the songwrit- 


ers I play with are guitar players, 
so I try to add to the melody rather 
than just chopping wood in the back- 
ground. I try to draw from vocals 
and guitars and the other musical 
ideas that tend to take me off in a 
certain direction.” 

As for her contributions to The 
Jicks’ live show, Weiss gets a little 
more philosophical. . 

“It's more spiritual for me than just 
being up there and doing an action,” 



























she explains. “I like connecting with 
people and trying to make an im- 
pression on someone. | hope they 
can have an experience that they 
will only have that one time and will 
never happen again no matter how 
hard they try. 

“It's hard to plan what a show is 
going to be like until it starts,” she 
continues. “The best moments are 
when something unexpected hap- 
pens and for some reason we take 
a turn that makes something we've 
never made before. Or when Steve 
breaks two strings and we have to 
stop the song right in the middle. It’s 
about something that happens that 
nobody expects. 

“T try to be more in the moment 
during a show more than any other 


time in my life. That's probably why 


I do it. It just feels like it could be 
the first or the last moment of your 
life — you really can’t tell. It's like 
suspended animation and the only 
thing going on is the connection 
between you and your bandmates 
and the people who are watching. 
And hopefully there is some kind of 
electricity there but it doesn’t always 
work out that way. I hope for it every 
time.” 
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, Blues 


ROBIN HUNTER & THE SIX FOOT BULLIES 
You Just Gotta Get Used To It 

(independent) 

kkk 


Raw. That's the best way to describe the most 
fecent album by Edmonton's Robin Hunter and 
The Six Foot Bullies, their first in five years. The 10-track You Just Gotta Get 
Used to It is an eclectic, mostly acoustic mix of blues, zydeco, folk, and rock 
that smacks of desperation, longing, and inner hunger. It's a bit uneven over 
the long haul — the opening track “Drunk Limousine" is a weird little ditty, “A 
Way Out of the Irons" is a plaintive plea for understanding, while the sorry, 
hurting blues tune "Dark Days Ahead" lays bare the soul. The Sparse, regretful 
“Hard to Speak What You Wish” is a mournful lament for missed opportuni- 
ties that makes good use of Hunter's wailing voice and John Woroschuk's 
mandolin picking. 

Hynter’s got a great set of local musicians to jam with, including bassist Thom 
Golub, accordionist Johnny Blerot, and drummer John Newton, who shows up 
on a couple of tracks, It all comes together in a way that makes you realize it’s 
The Six Foot Bullies that round out the album. 
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PAUL MARCK 
Folk Rock Hiphop | Indie 
LUCINDA WILLIAMS | Tl. | JILL BARBER 
Little Honey Paper Trail | Chances 
(Lost Highway) (Atlantic) (Outside) 
| tetkkete 
| (CHANCES) 
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roaring opening track “Real 


from an undercover federal 


generation of singers. A 


Not even the fact that two Paper Trail isnot a reflective | Close your eyes as you listen 
of the 13 songs have “Tears” | confessional —T.l. only | tosongstress Jill Barber's | 
inthe title canhide the fact | makesa few references to | latest, and you'll swear it’s | 
that Little Honey is one of the incident that earned 1962 all over again. 
the most upbeat records him his impending jail | Barber's fourth release is a | 
Lucinda Williams has ever sentence (namely his at- | shining gem that reflects FHIS PRODUCTION IS INTENDED FOR ADULT AUDIENCESCHIEDREN UNDER 
recorded — and the rip- tempt to buy machine guns | the best of a bygone | THE AGE OF 14 WILL WOY OE ADMITTED 
| 


Love" sounds all the more 
striking coming after the 

wallow in misery that was 
last year's West. Why, Wil- 


agent). For the most part, 
it's business as usual for the 
Atlanta rapper. The beats 
are better than they were on 


bouncy, flouncy balladeer 

who defies any single label 
— Barber is a flapper, torch 
singer, orchestra siren, and 





liamsevencovers an AC/DC | Ti.vs. TLP.,withDJToomp | jazz warbler all rolled into 

song on this one (a slightly back and Kanye givinghim | one. Mixina liberal dose SS 

awkward version of “It's a a really twisted acid trip in of Patsy Cline — as on the Se 

Long Way to the Top”)! the form of “Swagga Like title track — and you've 

Not that the albumdoesn't | Us.” Paper Trail is best during | got Chances, a rich take on | . 
have its poignant moments | the joyous (and overdue) the old-fashioned crooning | 

— the ballad “If Wishes collaboration with Ludacris | popularin grandma and | 

Were Horses” suits Williams’ | “On Top of the World,” and grandpa’s day. The disc’s 10 

bruised-and-battered voice | guilty pleasureslike the Lil | original tracks lean heavily 

toa T, and there's anearly Wayne-inspired “Whatever | onlush orchestrations by 

nine-minute track called You Like." But too often |. | Les Cooper, the perfect 

“Rarity” on which Williams simply coasts: “Porn Star” accompaniment to Barber's * 
begs a too-pure-for-this- isas vacuous as its title rich, versatile voice. 

world rock singer not to be suggests, and “Slide Show" There are smouldering tales 


seduced by the record indus- 
try. But | got the biggest 





proves John Legend is really 
just, well, boring. 





of loves won and lost in “Be 
My Man"and “Old Flame,” 


kick out of hearing Williams | The decision to avoid contrasted by the upbeat 
whoop it up on shameless introspection is a missed “Oh My My,” and the brood- 
tracks like “Honey Bee,” opportunity for T.l,,although | ing “Take It Off Your Mind.” | 
Singing about getting her the real (and potentially can't wait to find out what 
lover's “sweetness” all up depressing) epiphany here direction Barber takes her 
in her air and his “honey” isthat maybe Tl.just can't | musicin the years to come; 
alloverhertummy.|'mnot | dorumination as well as apparently this talented 
sure, but | think she might ruination — of other rappers, | chanteuse isn't daunted by 
" besinging about semen. haters, and even himself. | anything. 
PAUL MATWYCHUK |_ RENATO PAGNANI PAUL MARCK 
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10442 whyte ave 439.1273 


Mid-century modern 
furniture—lighting 
decorative objects 


“Pubs? 


er us ore searontonpubs.com 





Jospitality...on tap 


peeifG) DAILY HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 





LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 
HOBBS 
THURSDAY'S & FRIDAY'S 


LYLE 





SATURDAYS 
KARAOKE 
STARTS AT 9 PM 





HOSTED BY RUBBER BAND 
fe} TOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 
, 24 426-7827. 
(ar JWW.EDMONTONPUBS.COM 
BS SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-NEWSLETTER FOR 
z \ « PROMOTIONS & SPECIALS. 
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MUSIC PREVIEW « SECULAR AMERICANA BY VALERIE SIEBERT | 587 words 


Best Chorus Line Ever 


HAYES CARLL TAKES THE PISS 
OUT OF REALITY TELEVISION, 
JESUS, AND CHEATERS — ALL 
IN A SINGLE SONG 





HAYES CARLL 

w/ Scott Nolan. Oct 29 (8pm). The Pawn Shop (10551-82 
Ave). Tickets: $12, available through Ticketmaster (451- 
8000/ticketmaster.ca). 





“If I ever find Jesus, I’m kicking his 
ass!” 

That's the last line of the chorus 
for this year's Americana Music As- 
sociation’s winner for Song of the 
Year: Hayes Carll’s “She Left Me 
for Jesus.” The video for the song, 
viewable in all its blasphemous glory 
on Carll’s website (www.hayescarll. 
com) is a real must-see: a cam- 
era crew for a fictional show called 
2-Timerz follows a man’s girlfriend 
to find her cheating on him with a 
sandal-wearing, robe-clad, spitting 
image of Jesus Christ. I just have to 
ask... why? 

“Troy Campbell, who used to be in 
a band called Loose Diamonds, and 
[animator] Dano Johnson have a 
production company in Austin that 
Carll ex- 
“They were hanging out at 


does videos and cartoons,” 
plains. 
Crystal Beach (Texas), where I used 
to live and we were watching this 


show called Cheaters, which is a re- 
ality show where you go to the studio 
to stop someone who's cheating on 
you and they try and catch ’em in 
the act and it's just really bad reality 
TV where they put people in volatile 
situations and just make them look 
ridiculous. Troy just mentioned that 
would be a funny idea for this song 
‘She Left Me for Jesus’ and so we 
just started kicking it around. Soon 
they came up with a script and so we 
got together for a couple days and 
had some fun.” 

Including this tasty piece of artist- 
ry, Carll’s most notable other recent 
feat would be his latest album and 
first major label release, Trouble in 
Mind. What's the difference between 
this and his previous independent 
releases? “We had a bigger budget!” 
Carll laughs. “So I didn't have to 
spend my own money this time. In 
the past we just jumped in the studio 
and did as much as we could with 
as little as we had, so it was pretty 
rushed and we didn’t get to flesh out 
ideas as much as I wanted to. And 
this time we had the luxury of taking 
our time and trying out songs until 
we found what we wanted, and that 
made a big difference.” 

But this year wasn’t all triumphs 
and happiness; Carll gained a tale 


of woe courtesy of Hurricane Ike. “I 
used to live on the Bolivar peninsula 
in a little town called Crystal Beach,” 
he says, “that’s where I first started 
singing in the bars at 22. It’s a very 
small community and it bore the full 
brunt of the storm, which washed 
away, like, nine out of 10 houses 
My parents’ house, my grandpar- 
ents’ house, pretty much everybody 
I know lost everything out there. To 
me, it was a special community that 
was unlike anywhere I’ve travelled 
to all over the world — it was my fa- 
vourite place to be. It’s hard to realize 
that it’s gone. It’s just a tragedy. I was 
actually in Europe when it happened, 
which was also pretty weird, being 
away from home when everything 
you know is washing away.” Despite 
the decimation, Carll is still hope- 
ful that fundraising and increased 
awareness will help restore Crystal 
Beach to its former glory. 

One plus to come out of this for 
the young country up-and-comer, 
however, is inspiration. “I’ve been 
doing a lot of writing lately but right 
now we're traveling pretty hard. 
We're out touring for a month. And 
we'll work through the rest of the 
year and come January I'll take a 
little time off and go try to work out 
some of these songs.” 


GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


Wonderlust Glow | Even without his tiny leaping Sex Nymphs onstage, Gogol Bordello's Eugene Hitz glows with nuclear energy. While their concert at Ed's last week was a little less, 
dangerous than their famous ‘06 Sidetrack show, our sweaty asses still got themselves kicked mercilessly. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


GOGOL BORDELLO 

EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE : OCT.15 

It wasn’t until the closing moments of 
the Secretaries’ sweet, sweet opening 
set that | realized it was too late to turn 
back for a beer. The audience had closed 
in around the stage and had no inten- 
tion of backing up — or being gentle. 
Not that beer would have helped. The 
champagne-cork spasm of the crowd 
was inevitable — everyone suddenly 
turned bansheeshitcrazy the second 
they heard violinist Sergey Ryabstev's 
wailing Romany call to arms from 
backstage. HUtz and the band sprinted 
out, laid down hit after hit, the crowd 
funneled wildly, stealing hats and shoes 
and gropes, Yuri’s accordion swelled and 
shrank, and the girls did backup dance 
routines between characteristic shrieks. 
It was everything a GB fan could have 


hoped for, from the slew of singles off 
Underdog World Strike (including a red 
wine-sloshed rendition of “Start Wearing 
Purple”) to the lung-crushing joy of 
“Wonderlust King,” to the morbid lullaby 
in “Alcohol” — the night soaked through 
the shirts and souls of everyone with a 
screeching gypsy kid inside them. 
FAWNDA MITHRUSH 


CHAD V. 

MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH - OCT. 17 
The towering organ pipes behind the 
pulpit at the McDougall United Church 
command the respect of even non- 
believers, but Chad VanGaalen isn't 
fazed at all opening the WCMAs festival 
last Friday night. His first anecdote be- 
tween songs begins like this: “So on the 
way here, we were talking about erect 
penises being blasphemous...” He's laid- 


back about the music, too, bringing a 
cellist onstage who he's never rehearsed 
with before and he only laughs when the 
motor on his rickety homemade drum 
machine goes out of control, bringing 
"Cries of the Dead” up to near-chipmunk 
speeds. This only makes the spectacle 
more impressive — you hang off of every 
note because it could all fall apart at any 
moment. But it doesn't: VanGaalen plays 
most of Soft Airplane and it sounds ex- 
cellent. He tells stories that he seems to 
make up on the spot, and they're funny. 
For an encore, he writes two new half- 
songs onstage, insecurities and ego be 
damned. And on a final whim, he closes 
with the lullaby-like “Sing Me 2 Sleep.” 
Then he walks offstage with a shrug and 
a waye, and awe settles into envy. That 
fucker makes it all look so easy. 
MICHAEL HINGSTON 
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LIVEMUSIC => 


THURSDAY 


INCHES OF BLOOD THE STARLITEROOMI0030 102 T 
With Evile and guests. Doors at 8 p.m. Tickets thru www. 
ticketmaster.ca. 


AARON LINES FESTIVAL PLACEIOO FESTIVAL WAY, SHER- 
WOOD PARK Doors at 7:30 p.m. Info: www.festivalplace 


aba 

AN EVENING WITH BARNEY BENTALL & TOM WILSON 
THE ARDEN THEATRE#S ST. ANNE ST. ST. ALBERT Doors at 
730 p.m. Tickets thru www.ticketmaster.ca. Info: www. 
ardentheatre.com. 





MTURDA 


BEDOUIN SOUND CLASH EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE2556 
- 882170 ST. Doors at7 p.m. All ages. Info: www.edmonto: 


| Meventcentre.com, 


HEY OCEAN EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 2556 - 682 170 ST. 
Info: www.edmontoneventeentre.ca 


TERRY JORDEN MURRIETA’S BAR AND GRILL. 10612 WHYTE 
AVE. From 8-10 p.m, 


CELINE DION REXALL PLACE 7424 118 AVE. Doors at 8 pm 
Info: www.ticketmaster.ca 

CHILLIWACK CENTURY CASINO 13103 FORT ROAD NW Doors 
at7p.m. 


| AUDREY OCHOA FOUR ROOMS #137.CITY CENTREEAS 7, 102 


DON BERNER FOUR ROOMS #137 CITY CENTRE EAST, 102 
AVE. & 100A ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 

DUELING PIANO SHOWS THEIVORY CLUB 2940 CALGARY | 
TRAIL Dueling piano shows every Thu8 p.m.,Fri&Sat9p.m, | 
GRAHAM LAWRENCE CHATEAU LOUIS TI727KINGSWAY 
Doors at 8 p.m. 


FRIDAY 


JODIE LESLIE SAWMILL BANQUET AND CATERING CENTRE 
3840 76TH AVE. Cd release party for “Resonant Frequency.” 
From7-1l p.m. 

SCOTT COOK FRESH START BAKERY & BISTRO484 RIVER- 
BEND SQUARE $S5at the door. Info: www-freshstartbistro. 
com/780-433-9623. 

TERRY JORDEN MURRIETA'S BAR AND GRILL 10612 


AVE, & 100 AST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
DEVIN HART JEFFREY’S CAFE & WINE BAR 9640-142 ST. S10 


| atthe door. Info: www jeffreyscafe.com. 


DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE IVORY CLUB 2940 CALGARY 
TRAIL Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 
GRAHAM LAWRENCE CHATEAU LOUISTI727 KINGSWAY 
Doors at 8 p.m. 


THE CLASSICS CASINO EDMONTON 7055 ARGYLL RO. info: 
780-463-9467, 


MARK & TASHA CHATEAU LOUIS 11727 KINGSWAY Doors 
at 8:30 p.m. 


VIP YELLOWHEAD CASINO 12464 1S3RD ST. info: 780-424- 
9467. 


SUNDAY 






SLOWBURN O'BYRNE'S IRISH PUB 10616 WHYTE AVE. Doors 
at 9:30 p.m. 


BOB DYLAN REXALL PLACE 7424 
Tickets thru www.ticketmaster.ca 
LIVE FROM THE MUSEUM: THE U-22 REVUE ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 12845 102 AVE. Museum Café 
With a mix of new artists, age 22 and under, and profession- 
als conducting ‘Master Jam’ sessions. Tickets: $10 at the 
museum or CKUA studio. 

MUSIC WEDNESDAYS AT NOON MCDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 10025 101 ST. 12:10-12:50 p.m. Free admission, bring 
a bag lunch, Tea and coffee available. Info: 468-4964 


OPEN STAGE 


BLUES ON WHYTE 4-8:30 p.m. Afternoon jam, visit www. 
bluesonwhyte.ca 

THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 7-10 p.m, Musicand 
Doetry open mic 

COAST TO COAST 9 p.m.-2am.with Troy P Wright 
EXPRESSIONZ CAFE IST SAT EVERY MONTH 1-5 p.m. 
Hosted by Karyn Stirling. Info: www.expressionzcafe.com. 
MORANGO’S TEK CAFE7-10 p.m. Hosted by Tommy. info 
WwW. morangostekcafes.com. 

THE NEW TAPHOUSE 3-7 p.m. Molson open stage, hosted 
by Carmen Cook. 

THE ROCK PUB AND GRILL Molson Canadian Freeway 
Jam. 4 p.m. - 2:30 a.m. No Cover. 

XWRECKS7 p.m 


NB AVE. Doors at 7:30 pr 





WHYTE AVE. From 8-10 p.m. 
THANEAH KROHN THE CARROT CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY'S aoe PUB Hosted by The Mary Thomas Band 
COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE IRISH PUB 9013 88 AVE. Hosted by = paereett pum. Hosted by Rob Taylor, instruments 
30 p.m. Keri-Lynne Zwicker from 4-7 pu 
oem LIVENUSIC | COUNTRY PETROPOLUIN CHATEAU Lous | MOOLIGANZPUB Afternoon am hosted by Rock'n ll 
3 H Kenny. 
T7Z7 KINGSWAY 

lues&R Re alc S IZTKINGSWAY DoorsatS.m. | | np QUNGE310 pm. Hoste by I Lennny Band The 
LOUISIANA GUARD DOGS with Barney Bentall | Cats. : 
THEROCK PUB AND GRILLS7O ST. Oct23 8pm NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 3-6 pm. Hosted by Willie 
ALBERTRD. ST. ALBERTDoors at 9 ARDEN THEATRE RON TAYLOR SECOND CUPIZ336 | James & Crawdad. | 
p.m. No cover. : 124TH ST. No cover, 2-4 p.m. Info: O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 9 p.m. Hosted by Joe Bird. | 
RED HOUSE HILL TOP PUB8220 106 AVE. 780-451-7574. OVERDRIVE 1:30-5 p.m. “Anything Goes” afternoon 


Doors at 9:30 p.m. Info: 780-490-7359. 


CELINE DION REXALL PLACE7424 118 AVE. Doors at 8 p.m. 
Info: www.ticketmaster.ca. 

DUO SPIRITOSO MUTTART HALL, ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 | 
MACDONALD DR. With Jeffrey McFadden and Andrew Zohn. | 
Doors at 8 p.m. Info:www.edmontonclassicalguitarsociety. 
org/780-489-9580. 

MICHAEL KAESHAMMER THE ARDEN THEATRE#5 ST. | 
ANNE ST, ST, ALBERT OCT 24 Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
PAN-CANADIAN NEW FOLK ENSEMBLE ST. BASIL'S 
CULTURAL CENTRE 10819 7IST AVE. Presented by the Full 
Moon Folk Club. Info: 780-438-6410. 

VOICES FOR HOSPICE FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE9720 | 
102 AVE. With Canadian Idol finalists Martin Kerr and Oliver 
and Sebastian Pigott. 6 p.m. fine art auction. Concert at 7 
p.m. Info: www.pilgrimshospice.ca. | 
DON BERNER FOUR ROOMS #137 CITY CENTRE EAST, 102 | 
AVE. & 100A ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 

DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE IVORY CLUB 2940 CALGARY 
TRAIL Dueling plano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri & Sat 9p.m. 
GRAHAM LAWRENCE CHATEAU LOUIS 11727 KINGSWAY 
Doors at 8 p.m. 





THE CLASSICS CASINO EDMONTON7055 ARGYLL RD. Info: 
780-463-9467. 

HEADWIND JEKYLL & HYDE PUB 10209 100TH AVE. No 
Cover. Doors at 9 p.m. Info: 780-425-538). 
MARK & TASHA CHATEAU LOUIS 11727 KINGSWAY Doors 
at8:30 p.m. 

VIP YELLOWHEAD CASINO 12464 153RD ST. info: 780-424- 


have something going on? 





| Las Vegas’ to headline River Cree birthday bash. Doors at 7 


| Lounge. 


| JIMMY GUIBOCHE & YUJII-HARA THEROCK PUB AND 





listings@see.greatwest.ca 





\ U OMI 
OCT73 = ANCES oFALcOO MOEIREStattefoom 
OCT 25 —FEMBOTS Pawnshop 

OCT 24-25 — CELINE DION Rexall Place 

OCT 25 — BEDOUIN SOUND CLASH Edmonton Event Centre 
OCT 26 — WAYNE NEWTON River Cree Resort & Casino 
OCT 29—BOB DYLAN Rexall Place 

OCT 30 —LADYHAWK Pawn Shop 
OCT31-NOV 1 — MOURNING WOOD Urban Lounge 

NOV 1—FINGER ELEVEN Starlite Room 

NOV 1—DAVID USHER Jet Nightclub 

NOV 1—KIM MITCHEL Shaw Conference Centre 

NOV 5—/AN TYSON Winspear Centre 

NOV 6 —54-40 Myer Horowitz Theatre 

NOV7—APRIL WINE Century Casino 

NOV 7— THE JABBAWOCKEEZ Edmonton Event Centre 











JAY AND THE AMERICANS CENTURY CASINO 13103 FORT 
RO. Doors at7 p.m. 

SACRED MUSIC FESTIVAL FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE 
9720 102 AVE. With Dr. Larry Nickel, Concordia Concert Choir, 
Jubiloso Bells of Concordia, and the Concordia Symphony 
Orchestra. Doors at 7:30 p.m. Info: 780-428-1414/780-479- 


| 9304. 


WAYNE NEWTON RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO 
WHITEMUD DR. AND WHITEMUD RD. ENOCH, ALBERTA Mr. 


p.m, Tickets available through www.ticketmaster.ca. 


| ZADUSZKIJAZZOWE AUDITORIUM SEANT-JEAN 8406 91ST 


ST. Featuring the Kent Sangster Quartet. Doors at 7 p.m. | 


MONDAY | 


acoustic jam hosted by The Shufflehound, 


| SONG WRITER'S STAGE HULBERT'S 7610 115 St.Hosted by 
| Rhea March. Info: www.hulberts.ca. 


TEDDY'S LOUNGE & EATERY 9:30 p.m. 


THE IVORY CLUB 8 p.m. Hosted by Marty Vinko. 


| LBS PUB 9 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Hosted by Shaved Posse: Ken, 


Fred, Gordie, and Matt 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7 p.m. Acoustic fiddle jam hosted 


| by Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society. info: Willy, 780- 
| 474-5770. 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 9 p.m.-I2 a.m. with Mike 
McDonald and Sherry-Lee Wisor. 


THE DRUID 9 p.m. Hosted by Chris Wynters. 
THE ROCK PUB AND GRILL 9 p.m.-la.m. Ammar’s 


| Moosehead Jam, hosted by Mark Ammar, and Noel “Big Cat” 


DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S PUB 117258 JASPER AVE. | 
House, progressive, trip-hop. 
METAL MONDAYSNEW CITY 1008] JASPER AVE. Likwid 


TUESDAY | 


GRILL.570 ST. ALBERT RO, ST, ALBERT Hosted by Mark Am- 
mar and Noel (Big Cat) Mackenzie. Doors at 9 p.m. 
WOOD, WIRES, AND WHISKY TOUR URBAN LOUNGE 
10544 WHYTE AVE. With Jason Collett, Rock Plaza Central, 
and Zeus. Doors at 8:30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 


HAVES CARLLTHE PAWN SHOP-2ND FLOOR, 1551-82 AVE 
Doors at 9 p.m. 





NOV 8 —JOHN MCDERMOTT Festival Place 

NOV 8 —GWAR Edmonton Event Centre 

NOV 9 —LUCINDA WILLIAMS Arden Theatre 

NOV 10—CHRIS CORNELL Edmonton Event Centre 
NOV 10 —EARL SCUGGS Winspear Centre 

NOV 10 — TUPELO HONEY Urban Lounge 

NOV 11 — SCARS ON BROADWAY Edmonton Event Centre 
NOV 12 — THE COMPADRES Arden Theatre 

NOV 14—BUDDY GUY Winspear Centre 

NOV 14-15 — CRUSH Urban Lounge 

NOV 15—INFLAMES WITH ALL THAT REMAINS Edmonton 


Event Centre 
NOV 18 —NEW KIDS ON THEBLOCK Rexall Place 
NOV 19—JAMES BLUNT Rexall Place 

NOV 20 —HELIX Urban Lounge 

NOV 21—KENNY ROGERS Rexall Place 

NOV 23 —ERICBIBB Winspear Centre 
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Mackenzie. Every Tues. Call 780-458-5571. 
SNEAKY PETES BAR AND GRILL Open Jam 9 p.m. 


| CAFEBRITT 7-9 p.m. hosted by Paul LePage. 


EDDIE SHORTS Open jam, all gear provided. 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 7:30 p.m. hosted by Ido Vanderlaan 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 7:30 p.m. Hosted by Rock ‘n' Roll Kenny. 
LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE 8 p.m. Hosted by Brian 
Gregg. Info: www.littleflower.ca. or 780-429-3624, 


| THENEW TAPHOUSE 9 p.m. Hosted by Danny Floyd. 
| PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7:30 p.m. Bluegrass jam hosted by 


Northern Bluegrass Circle Music Society. 

THE ROCK PUB AND GRILL Unplugged Jam, 9 p.m.-1 
a.m.No Cover. 

STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Acoustic open mic every Wed. Email 
Jessie at jl jalbert@gmail.com by Mondays to book a spot 
that week. 


NOV 25 — CARRIE UNDERWOOD Rexall Place 
NOV 26 — PRIESTESS Starlite Room 

NOV 27 — THE BARRA MACNEILS Myer Horowitz 
NOV 30 —GREAT BIG SEA Jubilee Auditorium 
DEC 2—DISTURBED Shaw Conference Centre 
DEC 3 — RISE AGAINST Shaw Conference Centre 
DEC5 ~ KENNY RANKIN Festival Place 
DEC7—METALLICA Rexall Place 

DEC 9 — BLACK DAHLIA MURDER Starlite Room 
DEC 9 — PUDDLE OF MUD River Cree Resort & Casino 
DEC 10 — HERMAN’S HERMITS Century Casino 
DEC10 — SARAH BRIGHTMAN Rexall Place 

DEC 15 — RITA MACNEIL Winspear Centre 

DEC 15 — DRAGONFORCE Edmonton Event Centre 
JANT-11—IAN TYSON Horizon Stage 

JAN? — SAM ROBERTS BAND Jubilee Auditorium 



































CHEVROLET 
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FIVE-STAR FRONTAL 
CRASH TEST RATING" 





CHEVROLET 


2009 AVEO 5LS 


EXCLUDES FREIGHT 
FACTORY ORDER MAY BE REQUIRED 


FINANCING 
lo 


150 | 0 


©2009 Cobalt SS Coupe 1SA (with 23U) model shown, $26,950 MSRP. 


2009 HHR || 2009 COBALT LT 
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FINANCING 
FOR 
60 monTHs' 


2009 Aveo 5-Door LS 1SA (with options PG3) model shown, MSRP $14,315 excluding freight. 


200! 0 


or Other Digital Music Player - Driver Seat Manual Height Adjuster, Lumbar Support, and Armrests 
9 


- 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seats - 1SM Model 


DOWN PAYMENT 
°3 
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GM pays the first 





BIG VALUE. 
CHEVROLET.GM.CA 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 


5 YEARS 


+ POWERTRAIN LIMITED WARRANTY 
+ ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
+ COURTESY TRANSPORTATION 


MEDIUM-DUTY TRUCK. SEE DEALER FOR LIMITED WARRANTY DETAILS. * 


00 KM* 


ak 


160,0 


Lafal 


HIGHEST POSSIBLE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
SAFETY RATING" 


GM 


SMALL CARS 
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MOVIE PREVIEW « ANIMATION ANTHOLOGY « BY PAUL MATWYCHUK js28 words 


A Stop-And-Go Career 





| THINK THE LIGHTING AND MUSIC HELP DISGUISE 


Click Of The Shutter, Clack Of The Keys | The camera hero of J. Scott Portingale’s Midnight Matinee gets to work typing out his latest script. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


ANIMIX CURATOR J. SCOTT 
PORTINGALE EXPLAINS HOW 
HE DOVE INTO THE WORLD OF 
STOP-MOTION ANIMATION 


ANIMIX 
Curated by J. Scott Portingale. Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, 
The Citadel). Thu, Oct 30 (8pm). 





J. Scott Portingale’s 10-minute stop- 
motion animated film Midnight 
Matinee tells the story of a camera 
whose owner has left his apartment 
for a few days to go on a trip. The 
camera refuses to stand idly on its 
tripod inside the hall closet, how- 
ever; instead, it breaks free, reads a 
couple of books about filmmaking, 
and then sets to work creating its 
own piece of stop-motion animation, 


using a tube of toothpaste and a bar 
of soap as his “stars.” Unlikely as 
it may sound, the film is somewhat 
autobiographical 

Just five years ago, you see, Port- 
ingale was working as a commercial 
diver. The money was decent, but 
the job wasn't doing anything to ful- 
fil his creative side. “I'd been inter- 
ested in filmmaking ever since high 
school,” says Portingale, who grew 
up in Didsbury halfway between 
Red Deer and Calgary, “but it always 
seemed like a pipe dream. It was like 
saying you wanted to be a rock star 
or something. It wasn’t until 1 was 
about 25 that I decided, ‘I’m going to 
go to film school, I'm going to move 
to Edmonton, I'm going to do what it 
takes.’ I saw just a lifetime stretched 


out ahead of me of diving underwa- 
ter and I knew it wasn't going to give 
me satisfaction.” 

When Portingale hooked up with 
FAVA here in Edmonton, he wasn't 
planning to become an animator — 
he says that he was more interested 
But after 
playing around with stop-motion in 
his first film, a vignette called Pho- 
tosynthesis, FAVA encouraged him 


simply in camerawork 


to follow it up with something in 
the same vein. Like Photosynthesis, 
Midnight Matinee (much of which 
Portingale filmed on weekends in a 
room at a friend’s house, more than 
200 kilometres away) deals with a 
camera that indulges its creative side 
when its owner leaves the apartment, 
but it’s much more ambitious; in- 


stead of grainy black-and-white, the 
photography is in colour, the camera 
has a much more distinctive person- 
ality, there's a bigger cast of support- 
ing characters, and the animation is 
much smoother. 

“Well,” Portingale admits, “the 
character of the camera really has 
only two or three axes of movement, 
which makes it a whole lot easier to 
animate. There's no elbows or knees 
to bend. And | think the lighting and 
the music help disguise how bad my 
animation actually is. Someone who 
can show a character walking and 
breathing believably — that's anima- 
tion, and it's very hard to do.” 

Portingale will be giving Edmon- 
tonians a taste of some of the stop- 
motion animation that impresses 


ACTUALLY IS. 


him most with Animix, an evening 
of short films that he’s curating at 
Metro Cinema next Thursday. Be- 
sides Midnight Matinee, he'll be 
screening work by local filmmakers 
aAron Munson and Sean Dykink, as 
well as more prominent international 
hits such as The Raft by Germany's 
Jan Thiiring and the exquisite Oscar- 
nominated NFB short Madame Tut- 
li-Putli, by Chris Lavis and Maciek 
Szczerbowski. “This is stop-motion 
at its peak today,” Portingale says. 
“The Raft I’m especially in awe of 
— to this day, I still don’t know how 
they did the water.” 

And coming from an animator 
who used to spend his days swim- 
ming around underwater, that’s 
high praise indeed. 
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Several Notches Above Bratz And Barbies J Abigail Bresin's character init Kittredge: An Ameran Gl aspires tobecomea 
SUPPLIED 
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DVD DICTATOR - THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 





DEPRESSION DOLL! 

CAST | Abigail Breslin, julia Ormond, Chris 
O'Donnell, Wallace Shawn 

Here's one of the most unjustly overlooked 
films of the year — although The Dictator 
supposes you can be forgiven for thinking 
that a movie based on a line of dolls didn't 
look too promising. But the story's Depres- 
sion-era setting, which seemed overly quaint 
to many critics upon its release, has grown 
surprisingly relevant, and director Patricia 
Rozema (I've Heard the Mermaids Singing) 
gets a winning lead performance from Abi- 
gail Breslin as a nine-year-old who dreams of 
becoming a reporter. We like this kid already! 





DEAD DOG! 


CAST | Brian Cox, Tom Sizemore, Kim Dickens, 
Robert Englund, Amanda Plummer 


“Red” isthename of the aging hounddog who 
means everything in the world to small-town 
widower Brian Cox — so you can understand 
why Cox gets so upset when the dog is killed 
by a trio of teenage punks. And that’s the 
setup for this unusual revenge drama from 
director Lucky McKee (whose debut feature 
May was also a gripping character study of a 
social outsider). The film isn’t without prob- 
lems, but Brian Cox is completely fascinating 
as a man who walks that fine line between 
crazy old coot and wily old snake. 








7 } 


CAST | Jenna Jameson, Robert Englund, 
Shamron Moore, Roxy Saint, Joey Medina 


Wow, you know it's a slow week for DVDs 
when not one but two Robert Englund mov- 
jes make the cut. And just to be clear: The 
Dictator isn’t exactly recommending Zombie 
Strippers, but at the same time, doesn't a 
movie that manages to incorporate gory 
zombie attacks, strip routines, satire of 
George W, Bush, dozens of tributes to Theatre 
of the Absurd (including several lines of dia~ 
logue lifted straight from Rhinoceros), and a 
battle to the death between two of the title 
characters deserve some kind of mention? — 








on screen 





ONLINE MOVIES « MARRIED TO FILM |421words 


A Masterpiece Arises 


FREEDOM OF CHOICE 6.4. LEWMER 
LARISA SHEPITKO’S THE 
ASCENTISN'T JUST A GREAT 





Wife-and-husband director teams 
are few and far between in the an- 
nals of movie history. A few recent 
examples — James Cameron/Kath- 





ryn Bigelow, Clint Eastwood/Sondra 
Locke — come to mind, but how of- 
ten can you argue that both wife and 
husband have been responsible for 
two of the greatest antiwar master- 
pieces in the history of cinema? 
Larisa Shepitko was a Ukrainian 
director who completed six uncom- 
promising films under the suffocat- 
ing Soviet straitjacketing of east 
European cinema before dying in 
a car accident in 1979 at the age of 
40. The Ascent, her haunting 1977 
examination of the Byelorussian war 
zone of 1941, inspired her husband, 
Russian filmmaker Elem Klimoy, six 
years later to make Come and See, 
a horrific recreation of Nazi brutal- 
ity in the Russian countryside of 


1942. The fact that two films so dif- 
ferent in tone, scope, and structure, 
both working within the same genre, 
could emerge from a single marriage 
is nothing short of miraculous. 

The Ascent is the story of two par- 
tisans who embark upon a search 
for foad to assist a small group of 





refugees who have sought haven in 
the woods after the Nazi destruc- 
tion of their village. The pair is re- 
captured and sent to a jail in a Nazi- 
occupied provincial town to await 
execution. While being tortured, one 








of the partisans agrees to join the 
Nazis as a collaborator in exchange 
for his life. The second partisan re- 
fuses, and joins his fellow prisoners 
in their death march to the weekly 
hangings that occur in the town's 
central square. 

A film of enormous emotional 
power, The Ascent portrays the re- 
sponsibility of choice and the infin- 
ity of consequences that flow from 
one’s choices better than any film I 
have ever witnessed. Set in a small 
town in the midst of a harsh and 
brutal winter (Shepitko portrays 
snow both oppressive and restor- 
ative), The Ascent quietly captures 
the everyday insanity that pervades 
every war zone without submitting 


the viewer to heavy-handed allegory 
or grandstanding acting. Shepitko's 
direction is filled with shocking 
points of view, extreme, unorthodox 
angles, and dreamlike imagery that 
transforms the audience into en- 
tranced bystanders, mesmerized by 
the brutality, banality, and madness 
of war. 

These days, the term “master- 
piece” gets applied to every half- 
baked piece of garbage that suppos- 
edly asks big questions (There Will 
Be Blood being a particularly egre- 
gious recent example). Whether a 
film as beautiful and mysterious as 
The Ascent will ever be recognized 
as one is immaterial. It just is — and 
thank the cinema gods for that! _ 





Tattoo season 01 here again! 
Get in and get b booked! 


SWAP has been helping Canadians plan thelr working holidays for more than 30 
years. We are more than just a visa service! 

Once you land in Australia our overseas partners are there to help. Our services 
include: 
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1922 88th Avenue 


+ One year Australian work visa 
> Job & accommodation listings 
Pre-arranged bank account and 


-> Orientation upon arrival 
» Computer & Internet access 
+ Mail services & much more! 
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MOVIE PREVIEW - SCARY MONSTERS, SUPER CREEPS - BY RENATO PAGNAN| 


493 words 


City Of Champions... 
And Flesh- “Eating Ghouls 





The Tall Man Walks ‘Again [Don Coscarelli's 1979 classic ‘Phantasm isoneof the highlights of the Deadmonton Horror Festival this esa STOCK IMAGE 


JASPER AVENUE WILL 

FLOW RED WITH BLOOD AND 
FILL UP WITH ZOMBIES, IF 
DEADMONTON ORGANIZER 
DEREK CLAYTON HAS HIS WAY 





DEADMONTON HORROR FESTIVAL 
Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). Oct 24-26. 
Weekend passes; $50. 





When Matt and Derek 
Clayton were considering potential 


Acosta 


names for their horror film festi- 
val, they wanted to pay tribute to its 
gore-drenched predecessor. 

Return to Odd was a one-off horror 


ways use it to slander the city. What 
better way to take it back than to 
use it as the name of a horror fes- 
tival? The funny thing is, after we 
had settled on the name, Chris fi- 
nally got in touch with us and said, 
Yeah, you could’ve totally called it 
Return to Odd.’ But he also said he 
preferred Deadmonton, so we stuck 
with it.” 

The festival — which will feature 
cult classics such as the 1979 slasher 
flick Phantasm, new releases includ- 
ing My Name Is Bruce (starring 
horror hall-of-famer Bruce Camp- 


bell as himself), and shorts from 


Deadmonton is the natural out 
growth, he says, of a healthy local 


horror scene. Edmonton is the per- | 


fect city to support a festival 
Deadmonton, and NBC's decision 
to film the aa! television series 
Fear Itself here in 2007 is only more 
proof that our wintry city can create 
chills in more ways than one 
Clayton worked on the set of the 
horror anthology while it was filmed 


in Edmonton and St. Albert last win- 


like 


er. “I've always said that Edmonton | 


he says, “and 


when Fear Itself was brought here, 


is a great horror city,” 


people began to really believe that 


a 


“!'VE ALWAYS SAID THAT EDMONTON IS A GREAT HORROR CITY,” SAYS DEADMONTON 
ORGANIZER DEREK CLAYTON, “AND WHEN FEAR ITSELF WAS BROUGHT HERE, 
PEOPLE BEGAN TO REALLY BELIEVE THAT.” 


ee 8 SS 


film fest in 2004 — the mastermind 
of Chris Bavota, who at the time 
owned the local film outlet Oddity 
Cinema. (He has since left town to 
expand his empire out east.) 

“We wanted to see if we could call it 
Return to Odd again, but we couldn't 
get hold of Chris because his e-mail 
had changed,” Clayton says. “When 
we couldn't get in touch with him we 
thought, ‘Well, we better just change 
the name,’ so we rebranded the festi- 
val Deadmonton. 

“We wanted to take back the 
hame,” he continues. “People al- 


local filmmakers — starts today and 
runs through Sunday, but with the 
amount of material the ‘organizers 
had to choose from, three days just 
might not be enough. 

“We could’ve done more,” Clayton 
agrees. “When we started on booking 
films, distributors were coming to us 
and asking us to screen films, and 
that was really surprising. We were 
like, ‘Wow, we needed more time for 
the festival.’ Unfortunately, we're 
sandwiched between two events at 
the Metro, so hopefully next year 
we'll expand it by a day or two.” 
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Everyone who worked on the show 
loved their time here, and has noth- 
ing but positive things to say about 
Edmonton and its scene. And Dead- 
monton is looking to build on the 
momentum that Fear Itself and Re- 
turn to Odd started. 

“If you're a fan of horror, you owe 
it to yourself to check the festival 

ut,” he continues. “We have some 
really great films being screened, 
some making their Canadian pre- 


mieres. Plus, there's just going to be 


lots of blood and guts. What else do 
you need?” 
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MOVIE REVIEW « ACTION - BY RAMIN OSTAD | 490 words 


Mark Wahlberg 
Talks To Criminals 


aa 


MAX PAYNEIS A MOVIE BASED 
ON A VIDEOGAME. IT’S AWFUL, 
BUT YOU PROBABLY KNEW 
THAT ALREADY 





MAX PAYNE 

Directed by John Moore. Starring Mark Wahiberg, Mila Kunis, 
Ludacris, Beau Bridges. Now playing. 

were 





Max Payne is the latest addition to 
Hollywood's long list of movie ad- 
aptations of popular videogames, a 
genre that has produced the most 
consistently awful films of the last 
20 years, even if you don't count 
the ones directed by Uwe Boll. 
The 2001 game that inspired Max 
Payne was a noir-style shooter 
about a vigilante cop battling a cor- 
porate conspiracy. While the story 
was dark, the action and gunplay 





Say Hi To Your Demonic Mother For Me | Mark Wahibergis menaced by a winged otherworldly creature for some reason 


were obviously influenced by Hong 
Kong action films like John Woo's 
Hard Boiled. 

That's a pretty sturdy setup, and 
you'd think it would at least give 
director John Moore (Flight of the 


» Phoenix, The Omen) the material to 


create a decent time-passer of noir 
mystery or a punchy action flick. 
Unfortunately, Max Payne is nei- 
ther decent, punchy, mysterious, nor 
filled with action. The most chari- 
table thing to say about it is that it’s 
forgettable. 

The plot doesn’t stray too far from 
the one in the game: humourously 
named Max Payne (Mark Wahlberg) 
searches for the men who killed his 
wife and child. The dudes turn out to 
be junkies, high on a new drug called 
Valkyrie. During his investigation, he 
bumps heads with sexy Russian as- 





INC 


10337 - 82 Av 


DIGS alas 


The Duchess 


Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:15pm 


Sat & Sun 
Matinees @ 2:00 pm 
Rotec 144 ny; 


~ "BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED. 
A TRULY REMARKABLE FILM" 
xe 


Me 


BRICK LANE 


MONICA ALS 





Brick Lane 
Nightly @ 6:50pm & 9:00pm 


Sat & Sun 
Matinees @ 2:30 pm 


Rated PG conse ANGUAce MATURE TEMES 


‘Visit us online @ magiciantemtheatres.ca. 
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in Max Payne. PHOTO BY MICHAEL GIBSON 


sassin Mona Sax (Mila Kunis, from 
Forgetting Sarah Marshall), whose 
sister might have been killed by the 
same guys. They team up to uncover 
the truth about the’killings and take 
down the evil corporation behind all 
the malfeasance. 

Moore takes a few visual cues 
from Max Payne the game — pitch 
black streaks in a snowy, bleak New 
York — but bizarrely, he makes no 
attempt to replicate its action ele- 
ments. I can't figure out the thought 
process that led Moore to take a 
game that made such a point of 
copying the madness of Hong Kong 
action films and turn it into a bland 
shoot-’em-up. 

Wahlberg does an awful job play- 
ing the morose, taciturn Payne, a 
character who you'd think would not 
exactly be challenging to play. What 
happened to the actor who gave such 
a funny, foul-mouthed performance 


| in The Departed? True, Max is sup- 


posed to be full of pain and suffering, 
but Wahlberg seems to have mistak- 
en numbness for melancholy. 

Rap star Ludacris turns up in as 
an Internal Affairs agent and Chris 
O'Donnell has a cameo as a wimpy 
businessman. Neither does anything 
memorable. Kunis is an interesting 
choice to play an assassin — with 
those dark, sultry eyes and plush 
lips, she’s sort of a younger version 
of Angelina Jolie in Wanted — but 
while she can brood with the best of 
them, the facade falls apart the mo- 
ment she picks up a gun. 

You would think moviegoers would 
be especially wary by now of any 
movie based on a videogame, but 
that doesn’t seem to be the case at 
all: Max Payne was the number-one 


| movie in North America last week. 


At this rate, 1 wouldn't be surprised 
to see Wii Fit, starring Kate Hud- 
son, coming to theatres some time 
in 2012. : 
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PRIDE AND GLORY COULD 
HAVE USED ALOT LESS 
RIDICULOUS “GRITTINESS” 
AND ALOT MORE NORTON 





PRIDE AND GLORY 

Directed by Gavin O'Connor. Starring Edward Norton, Colin 
Farrell, Jon Voight. Opens Fri, Oct 24. 

ke 





The existence of the CSI franchise is 
just one factor among many that led 


| to the ruination of Pride and Glory. 


While everyone has that friend who 
feels the need to point out that ‘It 
takes, like, days for fingerprints to be 
processed,’ I'd like to believe that in 
real life, as well as in fiction, crime 
scene investigators everywhere can 
tell instantly when someone has had 
a baton shoved down their throat 
— even if they’re just eyeballing it. 


| Yet in Gavin O'Connor's take on the 


grim police drama, no one seems to 
notice ... or worse, Care. 
To be fair, a heartless New York 


| where the cops are as dirty as the 
| city streets is clearly what O’Connor 


is going for. It’s icy cold and just be- 
fore Christmas when four police of- 


| ficers from the 33rd detachment are 


mysteriously killed in what seems to 
be a bust gone bad, but turns out to 
be more like a bust-nobody-knew- 
about. Ray Tierney (Edward Norton) 
is asked to head up the investiga- 
tive task force; essentially, to find 
out what went wrong with the 33rd, 
where his brother Francis heads 
the unit. 

While we may be used to Norton 


| playingslightly twitchy characters, he 


easily disappears into Ray, a cop who 
is good almost to the point of pitiful 
as he survives life in his leaking boat 
and leaves unwelcome Christmas 
presents for his soon-to-be ex-wife. 
Ray is patient, kind, smart, and only 
falters when it comes to his father’s 
(Jon Voight) domineering ways. 
His ability to speak Spanish, while 
seemingly every other police offi- 
cer not only doesn't speak the lan- 
guage but also loathes it, gives him 
an advantage in the neighbourhood 


1 Don’t Give A Damn About My Badge Reputation | Edward Norton is one of New York City's finest in Pride and Glory. PHOTO 


| MOVIEREVIEW COP DRAMA - BY KATHLEEN BELL {591 words 


Edward Norton Vs. 
Baby-Ironing Gop 









—— 


surrounding the scene of the crime. 
But all the witnesses point not to the 
perp, but to corrupt cops running 
amok under his brother's wilfully 
blind eye. 

And this is where the whole moy- 
ie, which thus far is guilty only of 
a few cop clichés and misusing the 
“Unsteadicam” for extra-gritty ef- 
fect, gets torn asunder. These po- 
lice officers aren't just taking kick- 
backs; they've hired themselves out 
as assassins, they're drug-dealing 
druggies, and will knock off the cor- 
ner store for beer money, leaving 
plenty of CSI-worthy evidence in 
their wake. 

Running this mini-crime syndicate 
is Ray’s brother-in-law Jimmy (Colin 
Farrell). Now, it's one thing to have 
a cop ignore a drug deal or two for 
cash, but having Farrell threaten to 
put a hot iron to a baby’s face for in- 
formation and then go home to his 
kids like he isn’t crazy is quite an- 
other. That's not a dirty cop; that’s a 
psychopath. 

The moral dilemma Ray faces 
should have been complex: a difficult 
decision based on difficult questions, 
like how important is family versus 
the rule of law and do the two always 
intersect? Instead, Pride and Glory 
reduces Ray’s choice to either throw- 
ing the insane dude living with his 
sister in jail or letting him go home 
to her every night. Hmmm ... what 
will he do? = 

The ending is spectacularly ri- 
diculous. I don’t want to spoil every- 
thing, so let me just say that while 
the torture scenarios, including the 
aforementioned scene where Jimmy 
shoves a police baton down a crimi- 
nal’s throat, left me lurching in my 
seat. I also unwittingly let out an 
exasperated “Seriously!” as we ap- 
proached the finish’ line. The best 
part is the disclaimer writ large 
across the screen before the cred- 
its, assuring viewers similarities to 
actual people or events are purely 
coincidental. Thanks, but I already 
guessed that when Farrell tried to 
iron a baby. 
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MOVIE GUIDE WHAT’S PLAYING IN TH 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


DEADMONTON HORROR FILM FESTIVAL 

A three-day feast of horror films, with an 
emphasis on independent productions, cult 
classics, and gory shorts from local filmmak- 
ers. Highlights include: Bubba’s Chili Parlor 
(dir: Joe Evans; Fri, Oct 24 @ 7:50pm), Night 
of the Creeps (dir: Fred Dekker; Fri, Oct 24 @ 
10:10pm), Tokyo Gore Police (dir: Yoshihiro 
Nishimura; Sat, Oct 25 @ 8pm), My Name 
Is Bruce (dir: Bruce Campbell; Sat, Oct 25 
@ 11:25pm), Wicked Lake (dir: Zach Pas- 
sero; Sun, Oct 26 @ 3pm); Midnight Movie 
(dir: Jack Messitt; Sun, Oct 26 @ 5:50pm). 
Metro Cinema 


HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: SENIOR YEAR 
Zac Efron, Vanessa-Anne Hudgens, Ashley 
Tisdale, and Lucas Grabeel star in-director 
Kenny Ortega's big-screen sequel to the Dis- 
ney Channel's made-for-TV tween phenom- 
enon, in which young lovers Troy and Gabri- 
ella face the prospect of being separated as 
they head off to college — and work through 
their heartache in song! 


THE HOUSE ON TELEGRAPH HILL 

Valentina Cortese, Richard Basehart, and 
William Lundigan star in The Haunting di- 
tector Robert Wise’s unusual 1951 thriller 
about a concentration camp survivor 
whose life is jeopardized once again after 
she assumes her friend's identity in order 
to travel to America. Royal Alberta Museum: 
Mon, Oct 27 (8pm) 


PRIDE AND GLORY 

Colin Farrell, Edward Norton, Jon Voight, 
Noah Emmerich, and Jennifer Ehle star in 
Miracle director Gavin O'Connor's crime saga 
about an investigator who uncovers a police 
Corruption scandal that implicates not just 
his brother-in-law, but his entire family of 
NYPD officers. 


SAW V 

Tobin Bell, Costas Mandylor, Scott Patter- 
son, and Julie Benz star in director David 
Hackl’s continuation of the gruesome hor- 
for franchise, in which a forensics expert 
goes to deadly lengths to hide the fact that 
he has been chosen to continue the Jigsaw 
Killer’s legacy. 


ALSO PLAYING 


BODY OF LIES 

Ridley Scott's latest is a smarter-than-aver- 
age War on Terror thriller starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio as a CIA operative trying to shut 
down a terrorist organization and Russell 
Crowe as the pudgy, deskbound superior 
who keeps fouling things up. Leo-haters take 
note: the pretty boy's face takes a lot of pun- 
ishment in this one. 

tok kts 


BRICK LANE 

This slow-moving immigrant drama seri- 

ously waters down Monica Ali's source novel, 

but the central performance by Tannishtha 

Chatterjee as a downtrodden Bengali wom- 

an trapped in a loveless arranged marriage is 
eo. «:- 
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Alive ls The Boy In The Box | .but probably not for long, as 


THE DUCHESS 

Poor Keira Knightley: trapped in a loveless 
marriage, forbidden from seeing her hand- 
some lover, forced to endure the presence 
of her husband's mistress right there at the 
dinner table. Fans of British costume dramas 
will enjoy suffering right along with her. 
kkk 


NIGHTS IN RODANTHE 

Yawn-inducing schmaltz — “yawltz” for 
short — adapted from the Nicholas Sparks 
bestseller. 

KK ee 


PASSCHENDAELE 

You've got to applaud Paul Gross’ determina- 
tion to bring this Canadian WWI epic to the 
screen, but the filmitselfis a disappointment 
— an awkward mix of gritty battle scenes, 
sappy romantic melodrama, and corny Christ 
imagery. 

bo aXe axd 


QUARANTINE 

Who knew that watching a bunch of rabid 
zombies chase a bunch of people around a 
darkened apartment building could be this 
much fun? 

kkk 


Scott Patterson falls prey ta Jigsaw in Saw V. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





RELIGULOUS 

Bill Maher's atheistic docu-comedy may 
be an exercise in preaching to the choir, but 
despite its smug tone, it's reasonably enter- 
taining — provided, that is, you're already in 
the choir. 

DOO. Oka 


THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES 


Honey-coated whimsy about a runaway girl 
in 1964 North Carolina who finds a home 
with a trio of nurturing African sisters. The 
facial politics are a bit cloying, but director | 
Gina Prince-Bythewood has her heart in the | 
right place and the actresses have genuine | 


chemistry together. 
KKK 


SEX DRIVE 


Standard-issue teen sex comedy, every bit as 


tedious and vulgar as it looks. 
Lo OXaxans 


W. 

Oliver Stone's Bush biopic is less incendi- 
ary and stylistically experimental than you 
might expect from the man who made JFK 
and The Doors. \t has more curiosity value 
than artistic merit, but it’s still a must-see. 
kK 
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BEYOND THE BLURBS - ALTERNATIVE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY 








Rappin’ And Tappin’, That Was His Game | The pioneer- 
ing. profane comedian Rudy Ray Moore died Sunday at the age 
of 1. STOCK PHOTO 


THIS WEEK: REMEMBERING 
RUDY RAY MOORE (1937-2008) 


Bill Gibron, PopMatters | "Rudy Ray Moore was 
the originator, a party record pioneer who 
turned his novelty-based fame into a string 
of films that forever fractured the world of 
blaxploitation. Frankly, all modern minority 
comics, as Spike Lee once said, can kiss Ru- 
dy’'s rather ample rump — two times! Moore 
was a master, a randy rappin’ fool who oc- 
casionally spoke in verse, peppered his pre- 
sentation with all manner of catchphrases, 
and practiced a kind of crackpot kung fu that 
had shortsighted Shaolin monks scratching 


their bald heads in defensive skills disbelief. 
One trip through his original oeuvre provides 
glimpses into a guy whose personality was 
all about fun and fuckin’ — hopefully both at 
the same time. He only got medieval when 
the man — or some other manufactured ver- 
sion of the cancer known as the Caucasian 
— came down on him. Then the prerequisite 
pulltop can of Me Decade whoop ass was 
opened up on anyone who didn't see eye to 
eye with this subgenre Superfly.” 


Ed Champion, EdRants | “One can’t imagine 
a film like Dolemite, which Moore sank his 
hard-earned comedy and concert earnings 


into, being made today. The so-called inde- 
pendent film scene now plays it too safe, 
fearing anything even remotely different 
being thrown to the audience. Moore was a 
man who, as the producer of The Human Tor- 
nado, had the good sense to let screenwriter 
Jerry Jones and director Cliff Roquemore 
fun amuck: we see an antagonist's testicles 
munched on by rats in a torture chamber, an 
utterly ridiculous sendup of martial arts mov- 
ies, and shots of Dolemite eating ribs that 
are intercut during a sex scene. The world is 
a lesser place without Rudy Ray Moore. His 
passing reminds us that we have a duty to 
push harder and crazier in these stagnant 


times, and to realize that the craziest artists 
may be unexpectedly entertaining people 
just as hard as they are provoking them.” 


Scott Marks, Emulsion Compulsion | “Like many, | 
have studied and enjoyed the ineptitude of 
his pimp opus Dolemite and particulary the 
delirious '70s hybrid Disco Godfather. | still 
remember Dave Kehr's one-word capsule in 
The Chicago Reader. ‘Yup: Rudy did provide 
me with one everlasting belly laugh. My 
friend Brad told me that one of his albums 
contained a business card that read ‘Good 
for one free bl*w job: I'm still laughing at 


the wit.” 
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GRANDIN THEATRE 


"GRANDIN MALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHIL AVE, ST ALBERT © 458-9822. 























Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 
with IMAX’ 


SHOWTIMES OCTOBER 23 TO 29, 2008 


RELIGULOUS 14a 
FreMon, WedThurs 3:45, 6:50, 9:20; Tues 6:50, 9:20; Star & Strollers 
Screening Tues 1:00. Coorse language, mature themes. 

























































































LAREVIEW 10 EMAS 









NICK & NORAH’S INFINITE PLAYLIST PG 
Frelues 1:10, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10; Wed 4:10, 9:40; Thurs 1:10, 4:10, 
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9-40; Star & Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. Coorse language. 
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7 4 SHE WENT TO JAIL FOR COMING OUT $46,000 AHEAD 
ON A STOCK DEAL. YOU’D NEVER SEE THE DONALD 
GOING TO JAIL FOR THAT! 





THEATRE PREVIEW - DOMESTIC SATIRE - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK 80 wor 


How I Met Your Martha 


“IT’S A GOOD THING”? LINDSAY 
BURNS’ DOUGH: THE POLITICS 

OF MARTHA STEWART WOULD 

BEG TO DIFFER 





DOUGH: THE POLITICS OF MARTHA STEWART 

Directed by John Hudson. Written by Lindsay Burns. Starring 
Coralie Cairns. Varscona Theatre (10329-83 Ave). Oct. 23-Nov. 
9. Tickets: 434-5564 or through TIX on the Square (420-1757/ 
tixonthesquare.ca). 





I first became aware of the antipa- 
thy that many people felt for Martha 
Stewart some 20 years ago when I| 
read a gossip item about her in the 
late, great Spy magazine. According 
to Spy, Stewart once deliberately ran 
over a bag of baby chicks with her 
Mercedes right there in the driveway 
of her suburban Connecticut home. 
The tone of the item wasn’t shocked 
so much as gleeful, as if to say, “We 
knew she couldn't possibly be as per- 
fect as she looks! Any woman that 
successful and organized has got to 
be evil!” 

Shadow Theatre artistic director 
John Hudson knows the anti-Mar- 
tha movement well — he’s direct- 
ing Shadow’s season opener, a one- 
woman show by Calgary playwright 
Lindsay Burns called Dough: The 
Politics of Martha Stewart — and to 
a certain extent, he’s sympathetic 
to it. “Perfection can be madden- 
ing,” he says. “One of the charac- 
ters in the play goes mad, literally 
snaps, because she can’t keep up 
with it. Martha Stewart is promot- 
ing a lifestyle that’s completely un- 
attainable — at least, not unless you 
have 10 servants.” 

To research the show, Hudson fo- 
cused more on Martha Stewart Liv- 
ing, her magazine, rather than her 
TV show, and in the process he no- 
ticed one of the Martha Stewart uni- 
verse’s even more insidious failings. 


Little Miss Cupcakes | Coralie Cairns gives the competition a licking in Dough: The Politics of Martha Stewart. PHOTO BY MARIE SEDIVY 


“It's amazing how domestic every- 
thing is,” she says. “One of the char- 
acters in the play talks about getting 
O [Oprah Winfrey’s magazine] for 
a while and finding articles in there 
about the rapes in the Congo, and 
she says how she just had no place 
to put that information and so went 
right back to Martha Stewart. There 
are no issues in Martha Stewart Liv- 
ing; it's all about bringing beauty 
into your life and being the best 
hostess possible.” 

Martha Stewart is not a character 
in the play, but her presence looms 
large over the nine women Burns’ 


script introduces us to (all of them 
played by Coralie Cairns). They rep- 
resent the full range of responses 
to the Martha Stewart philosophy, 
Hudson says: some buy into Stew- 
art's wholeheartedly 
while others rebel against it; Mar- 
tha drives some of them stark ray- 


worldview 


ing made, and traps others into 
lives of quiet domestic desperation. 
“There's one character, a street per- 
son,” he says, “who offers, | think, 
a really fascinating political take on 
what happened to Martha when she 





ing out $46,000 ahead on a stock 
deal — you’d never see The Donald 
going to jail for that!’ And that’s 
absolutely true!” 


tous thing of weeping and asking 
for forgiveness; she knuckled down 
and dealt with it head on. And her 
business sense can certainly be ad- 
mired — she’s got tremendous busi- 
ness sense. 

“But at the same time, I don't 
think what she’s giving to woman is 
not a very positive thing right now. 
And I think that’s what Lindsay is 
looking at in this play. Where are 
women in our society now? There 
are so many conflicting images out 
there. | have two daughters, so a 


Could it be that as a society, we 
simply can't look at a self-possessed 
woman like Martha Stewart suc- 
ceeding without wanting to pull her 
down? Or is there something about 
Stewart's personality specifically that 
breeds such resentment? 

“There's a lot to admire about 
Martha,” Hudson says. “Certain- 
ly her grit is a positive thing. She 






















was taken down and sent to prison. fought back hard against that attack play that asks these questions feels = 
She says, ‘She went to jail for com- on her. She didn’t do that duplici- _ especially relevant.” 

ARTS NEWS : NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE THEATRE TO THE GALLERY 

TRACEY POWER! LUNGPOWER! BLACK POWER! 

Alberta’s Sweetheart Come Sail Away Emory Of The People > 
When silent-screen star Mary Pickford ad- | We hope that if you've gotten around to | Fewillustrators got more mileage out of the — 
opteda short, stylish bob toplay theleadrole | reading our profile of opera fan Robert Pry- | old “lines radiating colourfully outward from 


in the 1929 film Coquette, her transforma- 
tion was so shocking that it made the front 
page of The New York Times. The front page! 
Thank goodness today’s newspapers are no 
longer obsessed by trivial celebrity gossip, 
right? Anyhow, the public’s reluctance to ac- 
cept "America’s Sweetheart” as an adult is 
the subject of Tracey Power's inventive, Ster- 
ling Award-winning one-woman show Liv- 
ing Shadows: A Story of Mary Pickford, 


which plays Oct. 23-28 at the TransAlta Arts | | 
Barns. Don't greet her with silence, okay? 


“opera. And there’s no better place to start 













bysh on page 12 of this week's issue, you've 
come around to the idea that there's no 
need to feel intimidated or alienated by live 


a central vanishing point” trick then Emory 


your love affair with this dynamic, entertain- 
ing artform than by taking in The Flying 
Dutchman at the Jube (Oct. 25, 28, 30). 
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IT TAKES A HUGE TEAM 

OF COLLABORATORS FOR 
MARIONETTE GENIUS RONNIE 
BURKETT TO PUT ON A SHOW 
LIKE BILLY TWINKLE 





BILLY TWINKLE: REQUIEM FOR A GOLDEN BOY 
Created and performed by Ronnie Burkett. Maclab Theatre, 
The Citadel. To Nov 9. Tickets available through the Citadel 
box office (425-1820/citadeltheatre.com) 





It's like something out of a Michael 
Gondry video: first, there’s the thrust 
stage of the Maclab Theatre, sur- 
rounded by rows upon rows of emp- 
ty seats; then there's the set for Billy 
Twinkle: Requiem for a Golden Boy, 
which is itself a smaller puppet the- 
atre; and then, off to the side, there's 
a miniature model of the Billy Twin- 
kle set, perfect in every detail and 
about as big as a Monopoly board. 

Three layers of reality, and in the 
middle layer, there sits Ronnie Bur- 
kett, the Lethbridge-born actor/play- 
wright/master puppeteer whose daz- 
zling marionette shows have been 
transporting Edmonton theatregoers 
to a state of abject awe since 1986. 
It's two weeks before Billy Twinkle's 
opening night, and I’ve caught Bur- 
kett in a less-than-awe-inspiring 
moment — he’s in the middle of a 
“stumble-through” recitation of the 
show and he's stuck on one line. He 
can't stop repeating it: 

“He barbecued the puppets. He 
barbecued the puppets. He barbe- 
cued the puppets.” 

1 think I’m throwing him off 
— Burkett’s inner barometer is fa- 
mously sensitive to even the minutes 
changes to a theatre's atmosphere 
— and so I head backstage, where a 
few members of Burkett's team are 
putting the finishing touches on his 
“actors.” Costumer Kim Crossley 
and head puppet building Dina Me- 
schkuleit are sharing a small dress- 
ing room. Meschkuleit has a naked, 
headless puppet hanging next to her, 
its exposed joints making it look es- 
pecially sad and fragile; things are 
cheerier at Crossley’s work station, 
where she shows me the tiny rhumba 
costume, complete with puffy, rain- 
bow-coloured sleeves, that the youth- 
ful version of Billy Twinkle will be 
wearing in one of the flashbacks. On 
a nearby rack there hang miniature 
gowns, a miniature dinner jacket, 
even miniature elbow-length gloves. 


There’s even a miniature ironing 
board on the table, although the iron 
is nowhere to be seen — one assumes 
it's normal size, although in Ronnie 
Burkett's world, you never know. 

“Nobody in North American does 
this kind of work, because nobody in 
North America has these two,” says 
Burkett, joining us once the rehearsal 
has concluded. “Other people make 
extraordinary work and have amaz- 
ing technical ability — don’t get me 
wrong — but the stuff we do, I think, 
is pretty unique to us. We make 
shoes, we make flip-flops ... and 
trust me, if it were just me making 
all this stuff, it would definitely not 
look this good.” 

Indeed, Crossley and Meschkuleit’s 
level of obsessive perfectionism 
might be greater than even Burkett's 
own. “We're all enablers!” Cross- 
ley says, and everyone in the room 
bursts into laughter. 


Stripper Marionettes? 

The arrival of a new Ronnie Burkett 
show is a major theatre event in Ed- 
monton. It’s an event anywhere, but 
we in Edmonton take a special pride 
in Burkett’s accomplishments. It was 
at the 1986 Edmonton Fringe, after 
all, where Burkett unveiled his “com- 
media dell’arte musical” Fool's Edge, 
a show that suggested a marionette 
play could succeed on more than 
just novelty value. Burkett’'s next few 
shows remained reliant on camp and 
raunch but each one was more tech- 
nically ambitious than the last — his 
1990 show Awful Manors featured 17 
characters and a complicated gothic 
thriller plot. 

With 1994's Tinka’s New Dress, 
Burkett's artistry entered an en- 
tirely new phase: without abandon- 
ing his flair for theatricality (or his 
subversive sense of humour), Bur- 
kett's playwriting acquired a broader 
emotional reach, his characters took 
on ever subtler shadings, and his 
themes reached for greater relevance 
and power. Tinka dealt with life un- 
der the Nazis, Street of Blood with 
AIDS and religion, Happy with death 
and mortality, Provenance with art, 
beauty, and war. Call Burkett a ge- 
nius, and you'll be hard-pressed to 
find anyone who'll dispute you — his 
plays have a rare combination of 
childlike joy (“Look! A monkey on 
roller skates!”) and thematic sophis- 


tication (“Does God exist?”). 

These days, Burkett is a legitimate 
international theatre star, the rare 
marionette artist who is also taken 
seriously as a playwright. At the 
same time, he knows that if things 
had broken a different way for him, 
he could have wound up in a much 
humbler position. For instance, he 
could have ended up like Billy Twin- 
kle, performing puppet shows on 
cruise ships. 

“T know lots of guys who do what 
Billy Twinkle does,” Burkett says, 
“and some of them are my dear 
friends. There aren't many guys 
who do that anymore — the cabaret 
puppeteer is maybe more of a 20th- 
century kind of thing. It’s hard to do, 
because cruise ship audiences are 
probably the worst audiences in the 
world — they tend to pretty geriatric, 
and they’re talkers, or they're asleep, 
or they’re so drunk that they don’t 
know where they are. But it’s a fasci- 
nating form, and not a lot of people 
know how to do it anymore. As part 
of my research for Billy Twinkle, | 
went to L.A. to talk to an 80-year- 
old puppeteer who taught me how to 
make a stripper marionette — there 
are maybe three guys left in the 
world who know how to make a pup- 
pet take off four layers of clothes.” 

Really? There are stripper mari- 
onettes? 

“Oh yes!” Burkett says. “There are 
certain classic acts that all of those 
guys did. You'd always have an op- 
era singer, you'd always have a roll- 
erskating animal (usually a bear), 
there'd usually be some kind of bal- 
loon-blowing trick, and a tot of the 
guys would have a stripper, although 
that became really politically incor- 
rect about 15 or 20 years ago. I once 
saw a guy who had a stripper mari- 
onette get booed by all the women in 
the audience.” 

Billy Twinkle handles his hecklers 
with much less grace than that guy, 
however; when he shushes a talkative 
audience member, he gets fired from 
his job and, despondent, he decides 
to jump overboard and drown him- 
self. Fortunately, however, Billy's old 
puppeteering mentor Sid Diamond 
intervenes and takes Billy on a tour 
through his life in hopes of remind- 
ing him of what made him want to 
become a puppeteer in the first place. 
It's part A Christmas Carol, part It's 
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a Wonderful Life. It also sounds like 
its part Burkett autobiography, but 
that’s not quite the case. 

“lve been talking about the idea for 
Billy Twinkle for about eight years,” 
Burkett says, “but I vowed that I 
wouldn't do it if it was just going to 
be one of those navel-gazing ‘this is 
my life’ shows. So I made a pact with 
myself: I would only proceed with 
it once I had an idea that was more 
about the audience than me. For me, 
the central issue of the play is not 
anything greater than this: if you’re 
stuck in the middle of anything, you 
have to look back at the beginning. 
You have to remember what got you 
to the middle, why you got on that 
road in the first place, what made 
you passionate about that thing or 
that person or that idea. And some- 
times that can be what gives you the 
kick in the pants you need to rein- 


And that one will have to be strung 
and balanced as well. So it'll be a 
double challenge.” 

Did you get that? The marionette 

is going to be operating a mari 
onette. Now, I’m no puppet expert, 
but doesn’t that sound a little ... well 

impossible? 

“The big challenge,” Coad says 
“fs figuring out how to do it with the 
fewest strings possible. The more 
strings there are, the more the pup- 
pet gets tangled. Their greatest talent 
is tangling strings, And their second 
greatest talent is breaking strings.” 

It typically takes Coad between 90 
minutes and two hours to properly 
string a marionette, and when you 
consider the enormous casts of char- 
acters who populate Burkett’s plays 
— and since Burkett needs multiple 
versions of many of the characters, 


depending on how many costume 


blond hair, and his boundless enthu 

siasm for his work. At the same time 
his plays have an unusual affinity for 
elderly characters, from the moon 


faced Edna Rural in Street of Blood 
to the title character from Happy 
swinging happily away in his yellow 
raincoat, to the rabbit-eared Sid Dia 
mond in Billy Twinkle. Maybe that 
has something to do with the nature 
of puppetry, which still has a strong 
tradition of mentorship and appren 
ticeship. (Burkett himself learned at 
the feet of several great puppeteers 
including Bil Baird, the man who 
created the “Lonely Goatherd” num- 
ber in The Sound of Music.) 

“The part of the show that reso 
nates especially for me,” Coad says, 
‘is the idea of the passing of the 
torch from one generation to the 
next — the enthusiasm for puppets, 
the little bits and pieces that each of 


“THE MORE STRINGS THERE ARE,” SAYS PUPPETEER LUMAN COAD, 
“THE MORE THE PUPPET GETS TANGLED. THEIR GREATEST 
TALENT IS TANGLING STRINGS. AND THEIR SECOND-GREATEST 


TALENT IS BREAKING STRINGS.” 





vigorate yourself and get across the 
finish line. There’s a line that Billy 
says: ‘You don’t get to end your life, 
but you do have to finish it.’” 


Unstrung Hero 

In another dressing room, another 
member of Burkett’s team, Luman 
Coad, is hard at work on one of the 
Sid Diamond marionettes. Coad is 
a noted puppeteer in his own right 
and has been so for 47 years (his 
troupe Coad Canada Puppets has 
toured all over North America and 
won several awards) but he’s happy 
to do the somewhat tedious-look- 
ing task of “stringing” the puppet 
— attaching the strings to the com- 
plicated hand controls he helped 
Burkett develop. 

“It's a delicate balance,” he says. 
“They have to be just taut enough. 
If the head strings were any tighter, 
he'd be looking upwards instead of 
Straight ahead. It's a matter of 1/32 
of an inch sometimes — the tiniest, 
tiniest increments. Now, right now, 
this is a fairly straightforward pup- 
pet, but soon we'll be putting a con- 
troller in his hand and giving him 
4 marionette of his own to operate. 


changes they go through — the hours 
do have a way of piling up 

“It's a disease,” Coad says. “If we 
put this amount of effort and time, of 
learning and practising and honing 
and perfecting the myriad skills of 
puppetry into any other profession, 
we'd make a fortune. Puppeteers are 
crazy. But the puppet is our medium. 
And Ronnie is pushing that medium 
in a direction where I think a lot of 
other puppeteers would like to go 
but simply aren’t able to. ... There 
are other puppeteers who are doing 
‘adult’ work, but their work is often 
not very accessible. Their attitude 
is ‘I know what I’m communicating 
and if you don't understand it, that’s 
you're problem.’ Ronnie understands 
that theatre is communication. He's 
talking to the audience each night, 
conversing with them.” 


Loving The Middle 

Burkett is now 51 years old — much 
too old to be called a “golden boy” 
like Billy Twinkle, or even the “bad 
boy” of puppet theatre, which was 
his reputation in the early "90s. But 
there’s still a youthful quality that 
clings to him, in his easy smile, his 
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us have been taught by our predeces- 
sors, little shortcuts and techniques 
that then get added to the canon.” 

Burkett’s position in the canon of 
puppetry seems secure at this point 
— and since the scripts of his last five 
plays have all been published, his 
reputation as a playwright is in pret- 
ty good shape as well. (He was just 
nominated for a Governor-General’s 
Award for 10 Days on Earth.) But 
Burkett thinks his work as a theatre 
artist is merely half done. 

“I'm still in une middle,” he says. 
“But unlike Billy, I’m happy to be in 
the middle. I really am. 1 don’t have 
to be the bad boy anymore. And this 
show is way more physical and ener- 
getic than anything I've done in the 
last decade. Go figure that! And it's 
really funny. I haven't had that in a 
long time — there's been a lot of con- 
centration camps and vampires and 
suicide. It’s been pretty dark in pup- 
petland. I thought I'd try to turn the 
light on.” 

The Sid Diamond puppet hang- 
ing behind Burkett turns its 
head and gives me a conspirato- 
rial wink. But that has to be my 
imagination, right? 


Twinkle, Twinkle, Puppet Star |Ronie Burkett 
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and members ofthe Bil Twinkle cast. PHOTOS BY TAN JACKSON 
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THEATRE PREVIEW - BACKFLIPS GALORE! - BY KATHLEEN BELL |523 words 
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| Ef é ss f a re ~. 
| Acrobats In The Belfry | Jonathon Purvis, John Ullyatt, and Allen Keng get inspiration fram Bruce 


| FORMER “FAT KID” ALLEN 


KENG IS NOW PART OF THE 


| GRAVITY-DEF YING CAST OF 
| THE FORBIDDEN PHOENIX 





| THE FORBIDDEN PHOENIX 


Directed by Ron Jenkins. Book and lyrics by Marty Chan. 


| Musicand lyrics by Robert Walsh. Starring John Ullyatt, 


Lori Nancy Kalamanski, Shannon Kook Chun, Richard 


| Lee. Shoctor Theatre, The Citadel. Oct.25-Nov 9, Tickets 
| available through the Citadel boxoffice (425-1820/ 
| citadeltheatre.com). 





| Every four years during the Sum- 


mer Olympics, people tune in to the 
gymnastics and mutter something 
along the lines of “Holy backflip, 


Batman! Wouldn't it be cool to be 
able to twist and turn like that?” as 





tite 


they continue to shove Cheesy Puffs 
down their throats. That's because it 
takes a certain kind of person to just 
throw a roundoff, back handspring, 
back tuck — and a rare combina- 
tion of low fear and high discipline. 
That said, it takes a person like Al- 
len Keng to throw similar tricks with 
nary a squishy mat around to break 
a potential fall 

“Tl was inspired by the legendary 
Bruce Lee,” say Keng, who is lending 
his particular talent for crazy feats 
of athleticism to The Citadel’s up- 
coming production of Marty Chan's 
new musical The Forbidden Phoe- 
nix. “When I first saw his movies, 
that really motivated me and I was 
like ‘Wow! This is incredible.’” 

Thanks to Mr. Lee, martial arts 
and acrobatics became Keng's dream 
— and unlike the average Olympics 
fan, he set about reaching his goals. 


Flight Of The Phoenix 





A. 


Lee and Jackie Chan in The Forbidden Phoenix. PHOTO BY EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 


ever been done in Canada before. 


It's a fusion of Peking Opera, which 
is martial arts, acrobatics, singing, 
dancing, acting — it’s a style that's 
been carried through many, many 
years in China — and it’s fused with 
western theatre. 

“Peking Opera’s style is very pre- 
sentational,” Keng continues. “I sup- 
pose it’s almost a mixture of mask 
work and maybe clown. A lot of the 
lines are delivered from kind of a 
static position out towards the audi- 
ence — a big contrast to the natural- 
istic style that has evolved in West- 
ern theatre. The acrobatics and the 
fight sequences are generally part 
of the story; they generally involve 
these heroes with great martial arts 
abilities, taking on armies and con- 
quering princesses and whatnot.” 

Phoenix's narrative is a sort of fu- 
sion as well; Chan uses the Chinese 





“I ALMOST WANT TO BORROW FROM MY 
HERO JACKIE CHAN. HIS MOVIES HAVE A 
LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING, RIGHT?” > 





“For me personally, | was never a 
naturally talented athlete,” Keng 
says. “I was kind of the fat kid when 
I was younger, so when I started 
training in martial arts, a lot of the 
techniques are confusing. They're 
difficult. But I've really tried to work 
hard and understand movement.” 

Now, Keng is a stuntman and, let's 
face it, that’s a wicked cool job. As a 
member of the chorus in Phoenix, 
he changes roles from guard to sol- 
dier to peasant, merging his martial 
arts skills with acrobatic moves dur- 
ing the play's many action-packed 
fight scenes. 

“This is an interesting produc- 
tion,” Keng says. “I don’t think it's 


legend of The Monkey King as an al- 
legory for the story of the Chinese 
immigrants who worked on the Ca- 
nadian railroad in the 1800s. And 
while the play has socially conscious 
underpinnings, it’s still\a fantastic 
adventure, with flowing ‘silk cos- 
tumes and colourful makeup. 

“T almost want to borrow from my 
hero Jackie Chan,” Keng says. “His 
movies have a little bit of everything, 
right? He’s known as an action star, 
and yes, there is action. But there is 
also comedy, a little bit of romance. 
[The Forbidden Phoenix] has a little 
bit of everything for everybody.” 

Including backflips. Now pass the 
Cheesy Puffs. 
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CROSSTALK « VISUAL ARTS | 693 words 


“Weird ... Is That A 


THEATRE QUESTIONNARE! » GLAMOUR! - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 499 words 
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Couch-Fabric Creature?” 





With Fronds Like These, Who Needs Anemones? | Weirdly organic/inorganic lifeforms have infested Harcourt House with Stephanie Jonsson's Urban Organic Absurdity 


PHOTO COURTESY OF HARCOURT HOUSE 





ART BOX MANDY ESPEZEL & JILL STANTON 
STEPHANIE JONSSON’S 


This week finds Jill and Mandy lost 
in the depths of Urban Organic Ab- 
surdity, Stephanie Jonsson’s final 
exhibit following her year-long resi- 
dency at Harcourt House. 


Jill: I think I may remember Stepha- 
nie’s work from the AGA's Free for 
Allexhibition — wasn't it that strange 
plush/ceramic sculpture that looked 
like little tubers? Or am I wrong? 
Either way, I came into the exhibit 
fairly excited to see some strange 
creature-like objects. What were 
your first impressions, Mandy? 
Mandy: Well, first, I was really ex- 
cited for this show. I am kind of a fan 
of Stephanie’s work; I love how she 
uses such eclectic materials to create 
her ambiguous forms and creatures, 
and I believe you are correct in re- 
membering her work from that Free 
for All exhibition. I think that how 
she approached this particular venue 
may have been too ambitious for the 
Space, though. It felt like so much 
attention went into the installation 
aspect of it that the actual ° “objects” 
was making t to go into it didn't 
evolve as much as I'd hoped. How 





about you? 

Jill: She has this idea, these objects, 
that have a lot of potential to really 
go places and say things, I think. The 
strangeness of them — how they flip 
visually between being creatures, 
plants, and inanimate objects — is 
an interesting concept, and I'm glad 
she’s on it; I just kind of wish she’d 
explore it in a bit more depth than 
she does in Urban Organic Absurdi- 
ty. While a lot of the objects are quite 
stunning individually, I’m afraid 
that they get lost in the shuffle of 
Stephanie's “decorative” aspects — 
the wall paintings, the rococo-look- 
ing carpet still fresh with Sharpie 
marks, and the hastily put-together 
installations. But it's too bad! That 
larger object in the middle of the 
room is really interesting, but I 
couldn't look at it with everything 
else going on! 

Mandy: You know, | can imagine 
exactly why she tried to create this 
kind of space for her work, though. 
That main gallery area in Harcourt 
House probably feels pretty daunt- 
ing when you have to fill it with 
work, and it makes sense to me to 
try and address the room directly 
like she did. The trouble is, once you 
make the decision that this is gonna 
be a capital-I “Installation” rather 
than just “objects in a room,” then 
everything in that space becomes 
important. When | was there, | 
felt really aware of the old carpet 
that had not been addressed, and 
the ceiling... well, for some rea- 
son, it seemed really important, as 
if there should have been organic 
ceramic creatures dangling down 
at me from above. But then, 1 was 
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there when the space was empty of 
people; maybe it has a completely 


filling it up. 

Jill: Yes, this is true, and I agree 
with you. Stephanie's work is to- 
tally conducive to installation work. 
It almost calls for it. I’m giad she 
attempted to tackle the space, of 
course; | just wish there weren't as 
many hastily made decisions! Her 
work is intensely interesting and 
(if | remember it correctly from the 
AGA) it's captivated my attention 
and imagination in exciting ways. 
This is a great start for her but she 
just has to keep an eye for detail, 
I’m thinking! 


Mandy: Yes, you got it spot on that | 


it's the details within the structures 
that determine whether they are 
successful. They need to be self-suf- 
ficient and complete in their weirdly 
imagined biology to have that evoca- 
tive power. 

Jill: Exactly! She needs to avoid 
people's thinking, “Is that a creature 
made out of couch fabric?” and take 
it into the realm of “Weird ... is that a 
couch-fabric creature?” 

Mandy: Ha! Yes, I would agree 
with that. But man, I have to say that 
middle free-standing structure was 
pretty intense. It has this great lean 
to it that becomes super-dangerous- 
looking from the back of the room. 


Like it’s about to lunge forward and | 


[err hear amas 
Ta-Tas 





| TALK SHOW HOST SUSANNA 


PATCHOULI TAKES A BREAK 


| FROM ASKING QUESTIONS TO 





| ANSWER A FEW OF OUR OWN 





OH SUSANNA! HALLOWEEN SPECIAL 
Starring Susanna Patchouli and Eros, God of Love, Varscona 


| Theatre (10329-63 Ave). Oct 25 (Tlpm). Tickets available 
different vibe when other bodies are | 


atthe door. 





For nearly a decade now, Susanna 
Patchouli has been injecting a dose 
of €uropean glamour into Old 
Strathcona with her monthly impro- 
vised talk show Oh Susanna! As she 
prepares to celebrate her 10th year 
of strangely accented hijinks with 
a special Halloween edition, her ac- 
commodating aide-de-camp Mark 
Meer arranged for her to answer a 
few questions from SEE about her 
place at the centre of the local talk 
show firmament. 


SEE Magazine: Your show is billed 
as Edmonton's Euro-style talk show 
.. but after 10 years in Edmonton, 
are there any signs of Oh Susanna! 
become less “Euro” and more “Ca- 
nadian”? 

Susanna Patchouli: | must ad- 
mit, my accent has become even 


more protean and vaguely defined 


than it was when | arrived here a de- 
cade ago ... as a blushing girl of 15, 1 
might add. 

SEE: Women typically host day- 
time talk shows while men usu- 
ally host nighttime talk shows. 
Why do you think that is, and how 


nighttime show? 


Step Aside, Elvira | There's a new big-busted Halloween icon in town, and her name is Susanna Patchouli, PHOTO SUPPLIED 


have you been able to thrive with a 


SEE; David Letterman is currently 
enjoying a ratings spike thanks to his 
on-air feud with John McCain. Have 
you ever had a public feud? 

SP: My running tiff with Ron Ped- 
erson is the stuff of legend. Not even 
we remember how it started, but it 
culminated in a late-night screaming 
match on Whyte Avenue that was 
so shrill it halted several in-progress 
stabbings. We’ve since buried the 
hatchet. 

SEE: The Edmonton live talk-show 
scene has suddenly become very 
competitive, what with Hey Ladies! 
at the Roxy and Edmonton Tonight 
at the Metro, What are you doing to 
distance yourself from your rivals? 

SP: I'm flirting with the idea of do- 
ing something saucy and scandalous 
— perhaps hosting the show dressed 
as aman? 

SEE: Talk show host Stephen Col- 
bert likes to brag about the “Colbert 
bump” — the surge in popularity 
that comes with an appearance on 
his show. Is there such a thing as a 
“Patchouli bump”? 

SP: There are, in fact, two, But I 
prefer “jugs” or “melons.” 

SEE: For the last few seasons, 
your show has been co-hosted by 
Eros, God of Love. How would you 
describe Eros’ contributions to the 
show — is he your &d McMahon? 
Your Andy Richter? Your Doc Sey- 
erinson? 

SP: Eros defies comparison to such 
mortal second bananas! He is, after 







SP: py ow strlety acetal 










attack. That's the kind of effect that 
becomes possible with what she's 
making, and I love.it. 


Urban Organic \ 
display at Hi 
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THEATRE REVIEW GOLD AND INK - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON {539 words 


Alchemy Or Tabloids: Which To Believe? 


EVERYONE'S TALL TALES HAVE 
AWAY OF COMING TRUE IN 
SCOTT SHARPLIN’S INFERNO 
SONATA AND TRUTH FACTORY 





"INFERNO SONATA/TRUTH FACTORY 
Directed by Ryan Hughes and Janine Waddell. Performed 
by Scot Sharplin, yan Hughes. and Cody Porter. Catalyst 


Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd). Until Oct 26. Tickets: $12-S16, 


available through TransAlta Arts Bams (409-1919). 
kkk 





What do 19th-century playwright 
August Strindberg and modern-day 
tabloid writers have in common? 
Quite a bit, according to Inferno So- 
nata and Truth Factory, a double-bill 
of one-act plays from Edmonton's 
own Scott Sharplin. Both traffic in 
the art of deception, and both do 
their utmost to avoid engaging with 
the truth — and when they eventual- 
ly do, it’s only after being dragged to 
it, kicking and screaming the whole 
way. 

Inferno Sonata is a 70-minute 
monologue featuring Sharplin as the 
perpetually unappreciated Swede, 
and boy, does he have a story to tell: 
his wife has left him, his plays are 
being stolen, he’s being insulted by 
chimneys and orchestras, and he's 
accidentally discovered the dark 


secrets of alchemy. The cause of 
all of these developments? Strind- 
berg’s more successful Scandina- 
vian rival, Henrik Ibsen, who lurks 
around every corner and who's made 
it his mission to destroy everything 
Strindberg holds dear. 

But Strindberg, being a dramatist, 
senses his audience's skepticism at 
hearing his seemingly tall tale. So 
he starts at the beginning, props and 
impressions in tow, and recounts the 
whole story with the intense, mania- 
cal precision of an asylum inmate 
up for release — a tone that starts to 
make more sense as you realize who 
he's really addressing. And because 
Strindberg can’t seem to fully shake 
his creative impulses, he injects 
some old-fashioned suspense into 
his story, keeping us guessing at the 
three everyday ingredients that he 
believes can combine to forge gold. 

Truth Factory follows a similar 
schematic, with Ryan Hughes and 
Cody Porter as two hack journalists 
who sit in the basement of a tabloid 
newspaper and dream up bizarre 
stories to sell to bored housewives in 
supermarket checkouts. They, too, 
revel in the process of yarn-spinning 
— which for them takes place in rap- 
id-fire brainstorming sessions punc- 


tuated by an egg timer — until their 
bullshit starts miraculously coming 
true, and they get threatened with li- 
bel lawsuits from the twin bat-babies 
they thought they invented. 

Inferno Sonata comes off as the 
slightly stronger of the two pieces, 
led by a strong performance from 
Sharplin. He's able to wring mo- 
ments of real vulnerability between 
Strindberg’s many fits of shouting 
and/or giggling, and his setpieces are 
impressive. After unveiling a card- 
board mock-up of Paris complete 
with eyeballs that spin and blink, 
seemingly of their own volition, he 
starts telling a new story, only to 
snap at the audience for staring at 
the eyes and not paying attention 
to him — which is precisely what 
I was doing. 

There are several in-jokes in both 
plays, but the topicality of Truth 
Factory ends up hurting it more 
than it helps. It’s hard to feel like a 
joke about 19th-century playwrights 
is played out, but potshots at the 
National Post and, yes, even this 
month's election (Sharplin appar- 
ently rewrote the ending at the 11th 
hour) come across like the cheap 
digs they really are. 

Hughes also turns in quite a strong 





Truth Factory. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


performance as the more seasoned 
and truth-wary of the two schlock 
writers, but since Truth Factory is a 
full-on wacky comedy, his charac- 
ter quickly succumbs to boilerplate 
zaniness, including tinfoil armour 
and funny dances. It's disappointing 
to see what he gets reduced to, and 
how quickly. 

The standard genre stuff in the 


i} Don't Even Believe What | Read In The Newspapers | Cody Porter and Ryan Hughes concoct tab headlines in 
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show's second half does, however, 
make the ending of Inferno Sonata 
all the more resonant. As Strind- 
berg comes to terms with the bizarre 
pantomime his life has become, the 
jokes fall away entirely, and all you 
see is a lonely man standing over a 
furnace, hands severely burned and 
bandaged, still desperately trying to 
pull gold out of the flames. 
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Oct 30th - Nov 8th 2008 


Tickets (780) 420.1757 tixonthesquare.ca 
or at the door one hour before show 


;, Timms Centre for the Arts 
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University of Alberta 
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EXHIBITS 


ARENA: THE ART OF HOCKEY ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 
ENTERPRISE SQUARE 100 10230 JASPER AVE. OCT 4 - JAN 4 
A contemporary art exhibition that explores how hockey 
has defined a nation and captured our popular imagination. 
Info: 780-422-6223. 

ALLUSIONS STUDIO GALLERYI] PERON ST. ST. ALBERT, 
ALBERTA OCT 4 - NOV 1A solo exhibition by Douglas 

Fraser. Info: the-studio-gallery@telusplanet.net/www. 
douglasfraser.ca. 

ARTEENLA CHARRERIA ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
12845 12ND AVE. OCT 25-APR3 More than 120 examples 
of craftsmanship and design distinctive to the Mexican 
cowboy. Info: 780-453-9100. 

CONSTRUCT PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY19 PERRON 
ST, ST. ALBERT OCT 2- NOV 1 Artworks by Ron Robinson and 
Elaine Classen. Info: 780-460-4310. 

ECAS 16TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION COMMON SENSE 10546 
115 ST. EDMONTON, ALBERTA OCT 3- OCT 30 Edmonton 
Contemporary Artist's Society presents works from more 
than two dozen artists. Info: 780-482-2685. 

ENGAGE A. J. OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE 590 BROADMOOR 
BLVD. SHERWOOD PARK OCT 24 - OCT 26 A visual art exhibi- 
tion and sale by the Art Society of Strathcona County. Door 
prizes, silver collection and Refreshments. Info: 780/433 
5950. 

EDMONTON EXPLORED ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA #100 
10230 JASPER AVE. SEP 6 -NOV 2 A collection of works 
addressing the nature of graffiti. Curated by Amy Fung. Feat: 
Jennifer Berkenbosch, Ted Kerr, Clay Lowe and others. Info: 
www.artgalleryalberta/780-422-6223. 

FORM UNFOLDING MCMULLEN GALLERY 8440 112 ST. AUG 
30- OCT 26 Work by members of the Sculptors’ Association 
of Alberta. Info; 780-407-7152. 

FRAGZ HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY 3RD FLOOR, 10215 112 
ST.0CT16- NOV 15 Drawings of the human form by daNielle. 
Info: 780-426-4180. 

FUSION SCOTT GALLERY 10411 124 ST. OCT 18 - OCT 28 Works 
by Yuriko Kitamura. Info: www.scottgallery.com. 
JOSHUA'S JOURNEY ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845 
JO2ND AVE. OCT 25 - JAN 4 Visitors join Joshua Loper's first 
trail ride on the Chisholm Trail and experience the hard- 
ships, struggles and joys of a true American Cowboy. nfo: 
780-453-9100. 

NANABOZHO SUN AND MOON VISIONARIES GALLERY 

AND STUDIO 12225 107TH AVE. SEP 12 - OCT 31 Jason Carter 
explores the many adventures and characters duped by the 
trickster rabbit thru a series of carvings and canvases, 
PICTOGRAPHS FROM THE INFORMATION AGE: SUR- 
REALIST COLLAGES ORTONA GALLERY 9722 IO2ND ST. OCT 
24-NO!‘6 Show times Saturday and Sunday 12-5 p.m. 
REAL BETWEEN THE LINES PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 





10183112 ST. OCT 2- OCT 23 Paintings by Carolyn Campbell. 
Info: 780-455-7479. 

ROD CHARLESWORTH WEST END GALLERY 12308 JASPER 
AVE. OCT 1l- OCT 23 New work by B.C. artist Rob Charles- 
worth. Info; www.westendgalleryltd.com/780-488-4892. 
TERRA INCOGNITA: A SUITE OF DRAWINGS HARCOURT 
HOUSE GALLERY 3RD FLOOR, 10215 112 ST. OCT 16 - NOV 15 
Mixed media drawings by Gloria Mok. Info: 780-426-4180. 
TEXTURES CENTRE DARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103 95 
AVE. OCT.24- NOV 5 Works by Sharon Lynn Williams, Sylvie 
Pinard, Normand Fontaine, Sharon Rubuliak, Deborah 
Lenihan and Luc Josh. Info: 780-461-3427. 

UP THE CREEK ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCILIO186 106 ST. OCT 
4-DEC20 Opening Reception: Saturday, Oct 25 from 2-4 
p.m. Info: www.albertacraft.ab.ca/780-488-6611 ext. 221. 
URBAN ORGANIC ABSURDITY HARCOURT HOUSE GAL- 
LERY 3RD FLOOR, 10215 112 ST. OCT 16 - NOV 15 Ceramics and 
mixed-media by Stephanie Jonsson, Info: 780-426-4180. 
WALK WITH THE ANGELS JEFF ALLEN GALLERY STRATH- 
CONA SENIORS CENTRE, 1083] UNIVERSITY AVE. OCT 7- OCT 
30 Explore the unique fantasy of angels, the realism of the 
animal world and the beauty of floral life as seen through 
the eyes of Sherry Stewart. Info: 780-433-5807. 

WILD THINGS VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA GALLERY 10215 - 112 
ST. OCT 16 - NOV 15 Solo exhibition of photographs by Robert 
Chelmick. Info; 780-421-1731. 

WORKS OF A RENAISSANCE MASTER: THE PRINTS OF 
ALBRECHT DURER ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA #100 10230 
JASPER AVE. SEP 4 - NOV 2 Over 50 original works by painter 
and master printmaker Albrecht Durer. 


THEATRE 


BILLY TWINKLE: REQUIEM FOR A GOLDEN BOY CITADEL 
THEATRE 9828 10] A AVE. OCT 18- NOV 9 Created and 
performed by Ronnie Burkett, Music by John Alcorn. Info: 
www.citadeltheatre.com. 

COCKTALES MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE STUDENT'S UNION 
BUILDING, U OF A OCT 23- OCT 26 An evening of penis- 
centered monologues and entertainment. Tickets thru www. 
ticketmaster. 

DIE-NASTY VARSCONA THEATRE 10329 63 AVE. An 
improvised soap opera directed by Dana Andersen. Every 
Monday at 8 p.m. 

DOUGH: THE POLITICS OF MARTHA STEWART 
VARSCONA THEATRE 10329 63 AVE. OCT 23- NOV 9 Lindsay 
Burns’ one-woman show about nine character's pursuit of 
perfection. Starring Coralie Calms. 

THE FLYING DUTCHMAN JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455 87 
AVE, OCT25, 28 AND 30 Edmonton Opera opens its 45th 
season with a production of Wagner's tale of a wanderer 
condemned to the helm of his ghost-ship for eternity. Info: 
www.edmontonopera.com. 





THE FORBIDEN PHOENIX CITADEL THEATRE 9828 101A 
AVE. OCT 25-NOV9 Marty Chan's play about the Chineses- 
Canadian experience. 

HORIZON PLAYERS: THE THREE MUSKETEERS HORI- 
ZON STAGE, 315 JESPERSON AVE. SPRUCE GROVE, ALBERTA 
NOV27-AUG 27 Doors at7:30 p.m. 

INFERNO SONATA/TRUTH FACTORY CATALYST THEATRE 
8529 GATEWAY BLVD. OCT 16 - OCT 26 Two plays written, 
directed and performed by Scott Sharplin. Info: www. 
catalysttheatre.a. 

LIVING SHADOWS: A STORY OF MARY PICKFORD 
TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 10330 84 AVE, OCT 23- OCT 26 A 
story of Mary Pickford and her struggle with celebrity on 
the eve of her silver screen comeback. Info: www.fringeth- 
eatreadventures.a. 

OH SUSANNA! HALLOWEEN SPECIAL VARSCONA 
THEATRE 10329 83 AVE. OCT 25 Spooky songs, cocktails and a 
chance for audience members to win prizes. Doors at 11 p.m. 
Info: www.varsconatheatre.com/ohsusanna. 

PALACE OF THE END ROXY THEATRE 10708 124 ST. OCT 

28- NOV 16 A story of three characters affected by the 

war in Iraq. Directed by Marianne Copithorne. Info: www. 
theatrenetwork.a. 

REMEMBRANCE AND SHAKESPEARE’S WOMEN 

JOHN L HAAR THEATRE 1045-156 ST. OCT 29- NOV2 

The MacEwan theatre lab season fall double bill. Tickets 
thru Tixon the Square at at 780-420-1757 or visit www. 
tixonthesquare.ca. 

SMOKESCREEN STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY #7 SIR 
WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE OCT 24- OCT 25 Concrete 
Theatre presents four public performances in the midst of a 
tour to junior and senior high schools in the Edmonton area. 
Tickets available at the door. Info: Cu ESS 
ca/780-439-3905. 

WHERE'S CHARLEY? JOHNL. HAAR THEATRE 10045-156 
ST. OCT 24-NOV I First show in Macewan Theatre season. 
Musical comedy. Tickets available thru www.tixonthesquare. 


LIVE COMEDY 


DAVID ACER THE COMIC STRIP BOURBON STREET - WEST 
EDMONTON MALL OCT 22- OCT 26 With Shawn Gramaik, 
Dan Brodribb & Powerman. Info: www.thecomicstrip. 
(a/780-483-5999, 
LARS CALLIEQU THE COMIC STRIP BOURBON STREET - 
WEST EDMONTON MALL OCT 29 Local comedian. Info: www. 
thecomicstrip.ca/780-483-5999. 
ROBIN CEE COMEDY FACTORY 408-3414 GATEWAY BLVD. 
CT 23-0CT25 Doors at 8:30 p.m. Info: www.thecomedyfac- 
tory.com/780-469-4999, 
have something going on? 
iet us know, 
listingsesee.greatwest.ca 
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SEX ALL-ANAL EDITION! 1739 words 


Prick Up Your Rears 





MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 

GOD PUNISHED THOSE BUTT- 
CRAZY SODOMITES, AND ANAL 
SEX HAS GOTTEN A BUM RAP 
EVER SINCE 





“Tn actuality, it seems that most peo- 
ple can more comfortably discuss 
murder and rape than anal pleasure,” 
writes butt-sex_ expert Jack Morin, 
author of Anal Pleasure and Health 
A Guide for Men and Women. 

It’s all God's fault. Okay, maybe not 
all, but he's the guy who took it upon 
himself to wipe out the entire city 
of Sodom. There are several theo 


1 & 2 (Red Hot Butt Banging Poop 
Chute Action) 


Dr. Mare Ravart, a sexologist and 


psychologist at Montreal Ge neral 
Hospital and in private practice, be 

lieves anal intercourse with women 
is such a common theme in het 
erosexual pornography because it's 


got that deviant edge without being 
too “out there.” And since men are 
still the primary consumers of porn 


Buttman et al. put ideas in their 


heads, and next thing you know 
they’re knocking at your back door 
trying to convince you to “try-y-y it 
you'll li-i-ike it 
mare te } 

I remember being with one guy 
when I was much younger who 
wouldn't give it up. It tugged at our 


lovemaking - One day | 


constantly 
brought a cucumber to bed and said 
“You first!” That slowed him down 
a little. I know there are plenty of 


women who genuinely enjoy a little 





FOR SOME MEN, ANAL INTERCOURSE SIGNIFIES AN EVEN 
MORE INTIMATE CONNECTION WITH THEIR FEMALE 
PARTNER, SAYS MARC RAVART. “IT’S MORE INTENSE 
THAN INTERCOURSE FOR SOME COUPLES.” 





ries as to why the Almighty got so 
worked up — some even say it was 
merely a case of overextended hos 
pitality on the part of a coupla locals 
— but the story that stuck was that 
the townsfolk were carrying on like a 
good night at your average gay club 
(maybe God 
was just feeling left out), thanks to 


Whatever the reason 
His wrath, buggery's gotten a bum 
rap ever since. 

The taboo surrounding anal sex 
isn’t just rooted in homophobia, 
however. We are a Mr. Clean society, 
devoted to eradicating every natural 
body odour and euphemizing every 
body function and its excretions. 
So a butthole, despite being a highly 
erogenous and potentially accom- 
modating orifice, is “dirty” because 
that’s where, well, you know, num- 
ber two comes out. “It's made for 
stuff to come out of, why would you 
want to stick anything up there?” a 
girlfriend once asked me matter-ol- 
factly. Because everyone tells you 
not to, silly. 

“Taboos ... never really eliminate 
the behaviours and feelings they 
forbid,” writes Morin. “Instead, 
these desires go ‘underground,’ both 
individually and collectively. ... In 
this way, a taboo gives the forbid- 
den feeling or behaviour an inflated 
significance.” 

Want evidence? Just look at the 
glut of rectally inspired porn — Anal 
Angel, Hot Tales From the Backside, 
Analmania, Rearing Rachel, Anal 
Security Squad, Backing In, Back- 
door Brides, the Buttman series, 
Backdoor Beauties, Rump Humpers, 
or my personal favourite, Anal Lust 


poop-chute action.” It’s just that, if 
the guy’s not careful, it’s potentially 
much more of a pain in the butt for 
us — literally. Which kinda kills the 
enthusiasm. When you 


that, while 43 per 


consider 
cent of female re- 
spondents to a Men's Health survey 
said they had engaged in anal inter 


course, and only 40 per cent said 





they enjoyed it, you get a pretty good 
sense of whose idea it was 

“It's easier for men to sexualize 
it,” Ravart believes. “There's less as 
sociation with pain, and more with 
pleasure,” And being such a nice 


tight fit and all, he says some men 








DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 
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believe that “if he feels it more. she'll ple who get of tasting or sr 9 verenthusiasm comes in the form 
feel him inside her more than in he smearing themselves with feces of hastiness 
vagina. It's very important to som that’s often how they talk about it 1 don't care if Buttman was able to 
men to have her feel him ide he h They feel like, h 1 l ight in full speed ahead don't 
much as possible y ‘ I han doing this even think about it. The | to anal 
ror some mer anal intercours¢ ~ exp sion of intens: e sex 1S to relax ar oO 
signifies an even more intimat I iim. nt que j ou t ubE 
nection with their female partner mang¢ ta merde,” as his French and lots of it get tl 
says Ravart. “It's more intense than relatives used to say condom. Bum tissue tears easily 
intercourse for some couples Of course, most of us aren't quite STI-friendly 
In the case of coprophiliacs — peo: this enthusiastic. More commonly Bottoms up! 
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SEX « ADVICE | 1,79 words 


More Bought-And-Paid-For Sex Advice From Dan 





SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 
ACTUALLY, A LOT OF THIS 
WEEK'S READERS WOULD 
RATHER BRAG OR PLUG CHARI- 
TIES THAN ASK QUESTIONS 





Once again, Savage Loveis given over 
to letters from readers who made the 
largest donations to the campaigns 
to preserve marriage equality in 
California (www.noonprop8.com), 
protect same-sex couples in Flori- 
da (www.sayno2.com), and defeat 
Stephen Harper in Canada (better 
luck next time). I neglected to ask 
readers to send dough to the cam- 
paign against an anti-gay-marriage 
amendment in Arizona, too (it’s not 
too late: www.votenoprop102.com), 
because I am a bad, bad man. Okay, 
on to this week's top donors... 


When I met my girlfriend, she had 
recently quit smoking. She knew 
from the very beginning that 
smoking is a deal-breaker for me, 
but despite the encouragement 
from me and all her friends, she 
keeps having “lapses.” I haven't 
dumped her over this because we 
live far apart at the moment. 
However, I feel very firmly that 


we can't take the next step — one 
of us moving to be with the other 
— until she kicks this habit for 
good. She has always insisted that 
she wants to, and she knows how 
much smoking bothers me. But 
at what point will I know if she 
has finally quit? She is so great in 
every other way that I don't want 
to blow her off prematurely, and 
I want her to quit for her own 
health too. Am I being an unrea- 
sonable perfectionist? 

Do Not Use My Name 


Here’s my bought-and-paid-for ad- 
vice, DNUMN: Beware the smoker 
who stops — or “quits” — just long 
enough to convince you that her 
smoking days are behind her and 
then, once you're living together 
or married or otherwise hopelessly 
entangled, suddenly 
one final and everlasting “lapse.” Be 
clear and up front, DNUMN: Smok- 
ing is a deal-breaker if she moves 


experiences 


across the country to live with you, 
it’s a deal-breaker if you marry her, 
it's a deal-breaker now, it's a deal- 
breaker forever. 


I don’t have a question. I have a 
story to share. 

My parents had an unusual 
strategy for sex education. In- 
stead of picking a day to have a 
birds-bees discussion, they first 
explained all the mechanics of the 
penis/vagina/uterus/baby when I 
was six months old. This was to 
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Calgary 
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give them practice. Then, as I got 
older, any question I asked that 
was moderately related to sex 
resulted in me getting the whole 
of the penis/vagina/uterus/baby 
story again. 

Fast-forward to sophomore year. 
While playing a drinking game, 
people were asked to retell the 
story of when they got The Talk. 
But I never got The Talk because 
I grew up with it. So on winter 
break, I demanded The Talk from 
my dad. He came up with a few 
quips — sex is easy, sleeping in the 
same bed is hard. But the next day 
my mother pulled me aside. 

“So I understand that you and 
your father had a conversa- 
tion yesterday,” my delightfully 
WASP-y and cheerful mother 
said. 


I am a bisexual woman in a non- 
monogamous marriage with a 
lesbian. We met one Sunday af- 
ternoon through an ad in our 
local alternative newsweekly. It 
was supposed to be a booty call, 
but Jennifer is so smart, witty, 
and just plain good that I had to 
have some more of her and her 
milky-white breasts. 

The sex started off fantastic 
— for the first six months, every 
time we got down was the best sex 
I've ever had. Eight years later, 
we've had lots of sex toys, some 
gents and ladies on the side, and 
a few sex parties, and we are just 
as passionate and creative in bed 
as ever. We respect each other's 
sexual autonomy and our other 
partners, as well as our own re- 
lationship. Domestically, we are 


BEWARE THE SMOKER WHO “QUITS” JUST 
LONG ENOUGH TO CONVINCE YOU THAT HER 
SMOKING DAYS ARE BEHIND HER. 


“Um, yeah —” 

“I want you to forget everything 
he said and remember this. What- 
ever you're doing, do it slower. 
Whatever you're doing, do it soft- 
er. And whatever you're doing, 
ask more questions.” 

She turned around and walked 
away as I picked up my jaw from 
my floor. 

J 


I don’t want to contradict your 
mother, J., but for the record: Some 
folks like it fast and hard, and prefer 
the barked orders to the thoughtful 
questions. But it's a sweet story, J., 
thanks for sharing... 


very compatible and even agree 

on how to spend our money: good 

causes, travelling, and a Tempur- 

Pedic bed. Things are fantastic. 
My question: How can I be any 

more smug? 

Holly 


You've stumped me, Holly. But 
thanks for sharing both your fortune 
and your good fortune. 


I'm an American man but I’m 
writing from Canada, where my 
husband and I live. Please remind 
everyone that even though defeat- 
ing Prop 8 is vital, getting rid of 
the federal “Defense of Marriage 
Act” is equally important. My 
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hubby cannot live there with me 
until DOMA is repealed no mat- 
ter what happens in California 
or any other state. Many people 
don’t get that state and federal 
marriage laws are two different 
things. 

Okay, here’s our pressing ques- 
tion: What is the proper three- 
some etiquette once the good 
times are over? What do you do 
with your third? I say we should 
roll over and make room in the 
bed, while my husband thinks we 
should (nicely) toss the guy out. 
What say you? 

Married And Gay In Canada 


I'm with your partner, MAGIC, 
unless... 

If it’s pissing rain outside or freez- 
ing cold, or if you live in a neighbor- 
hood that’s unsafe to stroll through 
alone at 4 am., or if your third 
ditched his friends — and his ride — 
to come home with you and the hus- 
band, MAGIC, then you should offer 
to the third to stay the night. But no 
third worth inviting back will accept. 
A good third knows to say thanks 
and get out so that his hosts can de- 
compress, check in with each other, 
and resume the open, flagrant, un- 
self-conscious farting that charac- 
terizes all long-term relationships. 


Could you mention my recycled 
T-shirt website, Teecycle.org, in 
the column? Here's how the site 
works: Every day I post a new 
(used) shirt. Each one costs $7 
and a dollar of that goes to restor- 
ing urban rivers. 

Tim Cigelske 


I don’t see the connection between 
urban rivers and used T-shirts, Tim, 
and I think urban rivers are in seri- 
ous trouble if we're restoring them 
one-dollar-per-used-T-shirt-sold-via- 
website-at-a-time, but thanks for the 
donation and here's your plug. 


Well, hey, that was fun! But next 
week I'll be selecting letters using 
my tried-and-true method: Sit in a 
bar, have a few drinks, read a few 
hundred e-mails, respond to ones | 
find interesting/appalling/nauseat- 
ing. And a word to the hundreds of 
folks who made donations,and are 
waiting on personal responses from 
me: I’m a bit overwhelmed. Perhaps 
I should have made the cutoff for ad- 
vice $100, not $25. I'll get to every- 
body, I swear, but it’s going to take 
a week or two. But everyone who 
made a donation will hear from me 
before we all go to the polls on Nov. 
4 and vote for Barack Obama. 


Download the Savage Lovecast 
(my weekly podcast) every Tuesday 
at www.thestranger.com/savage. 
mail @savagelove.net 
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HERE’S OPPORTUNITY 





expanding sales force 


INSIDE SALES POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
















ts COOKs © NEEDED 


kitchen supervisors + neepep 
GHERTOCK 
2 piOLMEs 


Pubs 


associates required 


the sherlock holmes pub requires 
mature indivduals to fill various positions 
in one of edmontons busiest pubs. 


are you a motivated, enthusiastic, 
competitive person with a great 
attitude and strong work ethic? 


do you work well within 
a team environment? 


please forward resumes to 
e:roxannewells-devaney@shawbiz.ca 





DOWNTOWN (RICE HOWARD WAY) + CAPILANO MALL * WEST EDMONTON MALL | 











please send your resume and cover letter to: = ’ 








Todd Kosloski, pususHER We're looking for a sales associate for approximately 


? See Magazine 30 hours a week. The ideal candidate will have 
Meusy Bowns 10275 Jasper Avenue Suite 200 


* previous retail experience 


Edmonton Alberta T5J 1X8 * strong communication skills 
SALON | SPA E: tkosloski@see.greatwest.ca * an outgoing and energetic disposition 


, 
F: 780.432.1102 ] + self-motivation : 
: 
: 


« a love of canadian fashion 
competitive salary, commission, 
& benefits package offered 


For more information or to submit a cover letter 
ana resume, please contact Tara at 


Interested in being port of a rewarding, driven, business 
. environment with a friendly & sociable atmosphere? We are 
presently hiring hairstylists, estheticians and front end personnel. 





store@nokomisclothing.ca 


In return, you get to spend your days in cute dresses 
with great ladies. Applications will be accepted until 
October 27". 






To apply for a job you'll love, 
e-mail your questions & resume fo. info@mousybrowns.com 
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130. Coming Events 


GETTING STARTED with horses 
evening seminars in Rocky 
Mountain House, Edson, Sher- 
wood Park, Cochrane, Millarville, 
and Pincher Creek; www.alberta- 
horseeindustry.ca or 
403-948-8521. 


300. Lost & Found 


A GREAT OPPORTUNITY to 
own a pet food business - High 
quality cat/dog food. Excellent re- 
tums, exclusive territories. For 
more information call Julie Mutch 
toll free 1-877-738-3287 ext. 217 
or 604-518-7706; www.riplees- 
fanch.com. 


AAIM LOANS. Money now. Over 
the phone approvals. Debt con- 
solidation, first, second, third, 
equipment, mobile, builder. Inter- 
im. Anywhere in Alberta. 
Fax: 





DELICATE’S BRA BOUTIQUE 
Successful Red Deer business 
for over 8 years. Owner Older 
and Crankier Everyday, 

Retiring. (403)358-3166 


EXCITING BUSINESS opportu- 
nity available where you can en- 
joy the outdoors while you work. 
Breton Centraplex Golf 
Course/Pro Shop lease. www.vil- 
lage.breton.ab.ca; 780-696-3636. 








INCREASE YOUR WEALTH 
You have 2 choices with your 
money. We help you to keep it le- 
gally, morally, risk free and with 
no effort. In today's economy we 
thrive and ‘so can you. Call or 
email today for free information 
on how | can make your monev. 
You don't have to sell anything as 
| do it for you. | guarantee results 
with absolutely no risk to you. 
Call 702-489-2530 or email 
100percentriskfree @ gmail.com. 
You have nothing to lose and no 
obligation, just get the facts. 


NEED MONEY FAST. Immediate 
approval. Credit, age, income are 
no barriers, debt consolidation, 


interim financing, home  pur- 
chase, small business start-up. 
Consolidated Mortgage and 
Loans. Members BBB 
1-780-452-5858. 

SUCCESS IS CALLING your 


name. Victorian Pleasure Parties 
is expanding. Have you imagined 
yourself owning a _ business? 
Come check us out and have fun 
at the same time! Free product 
giveaways. Register now 
1-866-622-4117 or www.victori- 
anpleasure.com/ultimateparty- 
tour.htm. 


2200. Massage Therapy 


FOUND fat wallet, thin body. The 
first 20 pounds are on Herbal 
Magic. Sign up by November 7 


and save $150.; herbalmag- 
ic.com 
1005. Help Wanted 


Class 1 Drivers & Owner 
Operators: Excellent Pay Late 
Models! Flatbed/Stepdeck. Exp. 
Treated like Family- Titan 
Transport 800-667-7080 


Drink Coffee, Talk on the 
Phone, Make Money 
Help promote the upcoming 


loves the arts, | will train you. 
P/t flex, eve work. Great pay, 
great people to work with. 
Good callers are earning be- 
tween $14 and $20 per hour. 
Call Beverly at 409-9111 now. 





1400. Drivers 


Drivers: Home Most Weekends 
im! 
Fantastic Benefits. Referral Bo- 
nus. 
Westem Provinces. 
3 yrs Super B Exp. 
780-960-5553 
Fax: 780-962-8093 


Lk} Help Wanted — Alta. 


ARNETT & BURGESS Pipeliners 
Ltd. in Sedgewick, Alberta is ac- 
cepting applications for: Shop 
Foreman. Heavy equipment 
maintenance and repair. Please 
see our website for detailed job 
description and application in- 
structions. www. abpipelin- 
ers.com. : 





1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE Spe- 
cialist - Norman Wells, NT. North- 
Wright Airways Ltd. is searching 
for an Accounts Receivable Spe- 
cialis. This position, located in 
Norman Wells, Northwest Territo- 
ries, involves processing entries 
related to accounts receivable. 
Housing arrangements will be 
considered. If you are looking for 
a career with a growing aviation 
business, please forward your re- 
sume to: edshepard @ hot- 
mail.com or acct@north-wrigh- 
tairways.com. Fax 867-587-2962. 


ATTENTION: Agricultural Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere Industrial Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why ‘not join the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Westem Canada. We are 
seeking resident technicians in 
Drayton Valley, Lac La Biche, 
Camrose, Vegreville and Wetas- 
kiwin. If you are interested in a 
high paying camp position in Fort 
McMurray - we offer a 3 week on, 
3 week off shift for commuters. 
Brandt has been recognized as 
one of Canada’s top 50 Managed 
Companies for the past 3 years. 
If you want a great career with a 
rapidly growing and dynamic 
company, send your resume to: 
Brandt Tractor Ltd. Attention: 
Greg Davidson, 10630 - 176 St., 
Edmonton, AB, T5S 1M2. Fax 
780-489-6891; ccarriere @ brandt- 
tractor.com. 


CANADIAN TAXPAYERS Fed- 
eration is seeking experienced 
sales reps in various locations 
throughout Alberta. Toll free 
1-866-443-6020; www.taxpay- 
er.com. 


CARMACKS EDMONTON Mu- 
nicipal Division requires a Con- 
crete Superintendent for road 
work in Edmonton and vicinity. 
Several years experience in Con- 
crete work essential. Home every 
night, safe work environment; 
competitive wages and group 
benefits after 300 hours; 44 + 
hours per week plus overtime. 
Fax resume in confidence to 
780-955-8623. 


CUSTOM FARMING Operation 
in central Alberta. Looking for 
tractor operators to drive tractors 
including Fendt and John Deere, 
pulling equipment of manure 
wagons and tanks. Experience is 
an asset but not required. Please 
fax resume to 1-403-782-9730; 
www. holtrop-enterprises.com. 


DISCONNECTED? Reconnect 
and get your first month Free! 
Limited time offer! Internet and 
long distance. No credit checks, 
fast connections. Phone Factory 
Reconnect 1-877-336-2274; 
www.phonefactory.ca. 


EMERALD TRUCKING, High 
Prairie, Alberta is currently seek- 
ing Class 1 Drivers, Vacuum 
Truck Operators and Heavy Duty 
Mechanics. Fax resume _ to 
780-523-5833. 


EXCITING CAREERS available 
at the Alberta Weekly Newspa- 
pers Association! Come join our 
dynamic team. Competitive sala- 
nies and benefits offered. Please 
visit our website at www.aw- 
na.com for position listings. 


EXPERIENCED Reporter/pho- 
tographer required for large 
weekly newspaper in southem 
Alberta. Car a necessity, camera 
supplied. Salary commensurate 
with experience. Resume: The 
Editor, Brooks Bulletin, Box 1450, 
Brooks, AB, T1R 1C3. 


HAVE FUN making money as an 
actor or film extra on Calgary mo- 
vie sets. All ages required. 
403-521-0077. 


HUMAN RESOURCE Generalist 
for Heavy Civil Contractor, per- 
manent full-time in Hardisty, Al- 
berta. 240 employees. See 
www.gregscontracting.com/em- 
ployment for details. Fax 
403-342-2048 or gcsrecep- 
tion @telus.net. 


JOHN DEERE DEALERSHIP re- 
quires experienced Technicians 
and Parts Persons. Top industry 
wages & signing bonus. For a 
lifestyle choice second to none, 
call Randy in Pincher Creek, Al- 
berta at 1-800-565-0362. 
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1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


G. RICHARD DRILLING Ltd. em- 
ployment opportunity. Full-time 
HSE Manager. Duties include but 
are not limited to: Maintain COR 
provide WHMIS, TDG, H2S 
Awareness and PST Training to 
employees. Maintain employee 
files, look after new employee or- 
ientation and ensure that all cer- 
tification is current. Record safety 
hours and km’s driven. Manage 
subcontractors orientation and 
hours. Responsible for keeping 
record of and providing safety job 
meetings, journey manage- 
ment's, hazard assessments, etc. 
Update and maintain Canada 
HSE and Isnetworld. Responsible 
for permit renewals and applica- 
tions. Experienced seismic driller, 
Applicants must have; PITS 
Blasters. Valid drivers licence. 
First aid. Other tickets that would 
be of interest. ATV training, 
GOD! or defensive driving, H2S 
Alive. Ground Disturbance level | 
or Il Submit resume to: Fax 
780-864-3450, Email: shar- 
on @gricharddrilling.com. 


JUNIOR REPORTER - Photogra- 
pher. Position available at Clare- 
sholm Local Press. Competitive 
salary, good benefits package, 
company RASP plus. retention 
bonus. Resume, writing samples 
to: clpsales @telus.net. Fax 
403-625-2828. 


NABORS PRODUCTION SER- 
VICES, a Division of Nabors 
Canada, is currently looking for 
the following positions throughout 
Alberta, BC and Saskatchewan: 
Drillers,  Derrickhands, —_Floor- 
hands, Boilerhands (Special Oil- 
field Boiler ticket required). Valid 
drivers licence, H2S Alive and 
Standard 1st Aid required for all 
Positions. Email HR.NPS@na- 
bors.com. Fax 403-887-3050. 
Phone 1-888-293-6171 


NEWALTA, based in Medicine 
Hat, requires vacuum truck driv- 
ers for on-site services, land 
spraying drilling fluids from rig 
sites throughout Alberta. Quali- 
fied candidates eligible for pay in- 
centives up to $7500. Class 1 - 3 
drivers with 18 speed experience, 
holding all safety courses an as- 
set. Fax resume 403-548-8136. 
Email: westerncareers @newal- 
ta.com. Ref. #08-1077, 


NURSES (BN/RN/RPN or LPN) 
Receive up to $17,000. to live 
and work in Dauphin, Manitoba - 
one of Canada’s Top 10 Adven- 
ture Towns (Explore Magazine) 
where good living is affordable. 
Nurses may be eligible for reloca- 
tion assistance, grants and a 
signing bonus plus tax incentives 
to buy/build a house. Go to 
www.operationrecruit.com for 
more information. Brought to you 
by the Parkland Regional Health 
Authority and Dauphin Economic 
Development. 


OIL-BERTA CATS requires 
heavy duty mechanic. Maintain 
and service full line Cat equip- 
ment in modern shop. Phone 
780-674-2414 or fax resume 
780-674-2496. 


PARTSPERSON REQUIRED. 
Automotive, industrial, agricul- 
ture, oilfield experience an asset. 
Motivated, hardworking team 
player. Salary commensurate 
with experience. Benefits. Fax 
Grant 780-842-5944. = Email: 
grant. mills @ bumpert.ca. 


SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper _ busi- 
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit: © www.aw- 
Na.cor/resumes_add.php. 


THE MARKETPLACE at Brooks 
is accepting applications for a 
Meat Manager and Assistant 
Grocery Manager. Excellent ca- 
reer opportunities available within 
the Co-operative Retalling Sys- 
tem of 275 Retails in Western 
Canada! Fax resume to; Shawn 
Adair. Fax 403-501-3359. Email: 
s.girling@fcl.ca. 


TRAVEL NURSE CANADA & 
never miss a paycheck, We are 
seeking RN's in most specialties 
for travel nursing assignments in 
urban, rural and outpost loca- 
tions. It's a great time to be a 
nurse so where is your career 
taking you next? Visit today to 
find out www.travelnurse.ca or 
1-866-355-8355. 











1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


WILF'S OILFIELD SERVICES in 
Swift Current, Saskatchewan is 
currently seeking full-time perma- 
nent carpenters & labourers for 
work. Top wages, lots of hours & 
benefits program. Contact Brent 
306-741-1700. 


WORK IN The Canadian Rock- 
ies. The Canmore Leader is 
seeking a sales person to sell ad- 
vertising and commercial printing. 
Experience an asset. Apply to 
bbentt@canmoreleader.com. 


WORK IN the tropics. Dive in- 
structors, dive boat operators, 
mega yachts, cruise ships. Diving 
Dynamics, Career Development 
Division, Kelowna, BC; www.di- 
vingdynamics.com. 
1-866-861-1848. Next course: 
January 12, 2009. “It's all about 
the mission.” 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently taking an- 
tidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursements of expens- 
es provided. Call 407-3221 (de- 
pressed only), 407-3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 407-3775 (fe- 
male healthy or depressed, in- 
cluding pregnant and just deliv- 
ered) for more information. 








Help to broadcast news national- 
ly for the blind and print-restrict- 
ed! Email edmonton @voice 
printcanada.com or call 
780-451-8331 





Love your job? Share it with a 
kid! Volunteer 
www.janorthalberta.org or call 
780-428-14421 





Making time to make a differ- 
ence, 

Call 780 732-5650 to volunteer at 
Shepherd's Care Kensington 
Village. 





PA.L.S Project Adult Literacy 
Society needs volunteers! Work 
with adult students in the Literacy 
Program. Training, materials, and 
supplies provided. 

Call (780) 424-5514 





Volunteers needed for exposure: 
Edmonton's queer arts and cul- 
ture festival, Nov 14-22nd 2008. 
Visit 

www.exposurefestival.ca/ 
volunteer.htm 


1700. Employment Wanted 


CAREGIVERS/NANNIES with 7 
months training and/or one year 
experience are looking for live-in 
employment with elderly, 
disabled or families needing child 
care, 780-709-0005. 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Actors are needed for a serious 
fantasy, new two act play about 
homeless bottle pickers “The In- 
visible People”, performing in mid 
Feb 2009; directed by Jay Smith 
780-455-3828. Pls Phone. 


ADFA Edmonton Region invites 
entries for Stage Struck! One- 
Act Play Festival, March 6/7, 
Walterdale Playhouse. Previously 
produced or new works, 10-60 
minutes. Deadline November 30. 
Details/registration, Mary-Ellen 
Perley, 780-481-3716 or 

mperley @shaw.ca 





Calling Artists For Showcasing 
Opportunity! Feature and sell 
your work 

from our busy lounge at www.ed- 
montonjamspace.com 

No fees. 60-120 Days, Contact 
info@edmontonjamspace.com or 
780-288-7726 


The Alberta Student Film Festival 
has opened, and is calling for 
submissions. Submit your film at 
www.asfilmfest.ca 

or contact us at 

asfilmfest@ gmail.com 





Wanted: mentor to help me make 
a children's television program 
come to life. If you can guide me, 
I have some terrific ideas. Rick 
780-993-5085 


GU Se 


Bass player, very experienced, 
seeking working progressive 
band. Please respond to 
Edmonton.bass @gmail.com to 
contact. 


010. Musicians Available 


Female singer looking for a 
band. | enjoy all genres except 
jazz and metal. My voice lends 
itself to soul, R&B, blues, etc. | 
am new to this, but am willing to 
try almost anything oncel! (Have 
competed in several singing com- 
petitions including Country Vocal 
Spotlight, making it to the semi-fi- 
nals) Email: c_desranieau@hot- 
mail.com, PH: 780-454-0968. 


Guitarist available for a hard 
tock/metal project. Infl. Tool, 
RATM, Pantera, Avenged seven- 
fold. Shawn @ 466-3950 


Live band “3 in the Wind” book- 
ing for Christmas parties etc. for 
2008/2009. Quality 3 piece band 
top 40/country rock to CCR and 
ZZ Top. Great band/great price. 
Phone TK Enterprises 
780-966-7394 


Local country/rock band with im- 
mediate openings for all types of 
bookings. Currently seeking New 
Years gig. Contact John at 
www.killercowboys.com 

or 913-7327 


kale Misc. For Sale 


11 Piece Soul/Funk/Disco band 
seeks groovy guitar player. Call 
Dan @ 780.905.5191 


2 piece indie folk rock requires 
percussionist, call Jake@ 
235-0821 


Bass Player needed for hard 
Rock band. Originals written, we 
are looking for something special. 
Serious inquiries only. Contact 
Justin 780-905-9084. 














Cover rock band seeks guitar 
player to put together set lists to 
gig. Call 780-271-7378 


Experimental 
ALTERNATIVE/POP/ROCK band 
“Taking Medication” is holding 
auditions for a singer/instrumen- 
talist. 

Derrick @ 780.935.2535 or 
bassiedeed@ hotmail.com 








+Funk/Groove Machine seeks 
charismatic lead singer.tCall Dan 
@780.905.5191 





Gray Area Productions is seeking 
tribute performers for a unique 
entertainment package. Call for 
Information: 466-5513. 





Looking for a lead singer - male 
or female, bassist and lead guitar 
to join a fantastic Canadian Artist 
Band. Playing clubs, corporate 
and casino gigs in the Edmonton 
area. We are a six piece group 
with excellent talent and profes- 
sional equipment! Ability to play 
an instrument is an asset but not 
required for lead singer. Vocals 
are an asset for bassist or lead 
guitar. If you are interested 
please call 780-651-3866. 





Looking for keyboard player, 
trumpet/sax/trombone player, 
lead guitar, and girl back up sing- 
er. Between ages 18-25. Practice 
at least 2x a week in St Albert. 
Gigs and lots of fun! 6518479 or 
2971773. 





Looking for keyboard player, 
trumpet/saw/trombone player, 
lead guitar, and girl back up sing- 
er. Between ages 18-25. Practice 
at least 2x a week in St Albert. 
Gigs and lots of fun! 6518479 or 
2971773. 





Mature drummer and singer/qui- 
tarist seeking committed bass 
player for modern rock power 
trio. Call 780-288-3445 


One and two man cover band 
needed for Whyte Ave hot spot. 
Contact Jeremy at 780-660-7719 


Professional singer frontman for 
a professional hard metal rock 
band. For auditions call: 
995-6660 


Rhythm guitar player needed. 
Ideal for retired or semi-retired in- 
dividual. Need someone part time 
to play duos at hospitals and re- 
tirement homes. Within an hour 
north of Edmonton. Gas expens- 
es guaranteed, Remittance is ne- 
gotiable. 


Also looking for someone who 
knows how to operate “Garage 
Band” on a MAC computer. Will 
pay to teach me, Pls Call Bob at 
780-398-2150. 


WISH seeks bassist 
www.myspace.com/wishnet 
780-221-9474 


020. STE ETC 


Rum Bros/show band looking for 
a “roadie”. Set up/teardown, fol- 
Jowspot, drive truck etc Perfect 
pit job, most gigs are in town. 
Must be 25+ and in good condi- 
tion. Clean d/|, and very reliable. 
Pays between $300-$500 per 
gig. Experience is great but we 
will train the right guy. Contact 
Rshermack@ axemusic.com Your 
chance to be part of a working 
band. 





Singer and Bassist needed for 
original heavy project. Serious in- 
quiries only. Contact Aaron at 
(780) 474-7076 





Songwriter for hire. 

For singers who just want to sing, 
and don’t play any particular in- 
strument. For Bands who are ina 
rut and want something new but 
are frustrated w/the songs that 
they're working on. 

Check out 
www.myspace.com/wyntermyntt 
for samples. 

E-mail: 

Wyntermynt@ hotmail.com 

or call Steph at 780-716-3913 





Stop & Shop is November 13-15 
at the Transalta Arts barns. Stop 
& Shop is a cool, funky,vibrant 
event that embraces the art of 
handcrafted goods. But with any 
great event we need great enter- 
tainment.t Stop & Shop is looking 
for musicians, duets, small bands 
of any flavor and genera( is this 
how you spell it) to perform on 
our main stage.t Great promo- 
tion, tons of fun, opportunity for 
CD sales.t Please contact Ally 
(780) 913-2101 


Wanted: Bass player/singer and 
drummer for metal band! Must be 
hard, heavy and fast. 

Influences: Black Label Society, 
Exodus, Overkill, Testament, An- 
thrax, Suicidal Tendencies! 

Call Critter @ 780-434-8349 
LEAVE MESSAGE! 


12070. Studio/Rehearsal Space 


New rehearsal studio open. Pro 
equipment. See why we're the 
best in town. Visit 
www.edmontonjamspace.com or 
call 780-288-7726 


Bullet Productions needs actors 
with good improv skills for ongo- 
ing plays. Good pay, no rehear- 
sals and lots of fun. 

Contact Darcy @ 780-203-1712 


200. Massage Therapy 


Chinese traditional body and feet 
deep tissue massage by regis- 
tered massage therapist. 
443-6221. 11639-97 St. 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
1-780-632-3515 (Vegreville) 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


Mobile Spa & In Call Bodywork 
Therapy (Lic. & Bonded, 20 
yrs. exp., Oliver area) for re- 
laxation and rejuvenation. Tar- 
get your stress, aches, poor cir- 
culation, toxins and fatigue with 
aroma-steam, shower, massage, 
and talk therapy. 428-1965 or 
920-1965. By appt. 





SWEDISH - CALIFORNIAN mas- 
sage. 20 years experience. Old 
Strathcona. Also evenings and 
weekends. Strictly non sexual. 
Almasta 780-405-8765. 


Transformational Massage, 
Tantra Massage, Sexological 
Bodywork, Health Coach with a 
20 year experienced licensed 
therapist, Janet Lee 


780-633-6623 
www.secretsoftantra.com 
3010. Auctions 


BUD HAYNES Fall Auctions, Bay 
5, 7429 - 49 Ave., Red Deer. 1. 
Firearms Sale, Saturday, October 
25, 9 a.m. 2. Medalta Sale, Sat- 
urday, November 8, 11 am. 
Phone 403-347-5855. See web- 
site: www.budhaynesauc- 
tions.com. 


LARGE BAKERY — Equipment 
Auction, Saturday, October 25, 
2008, 11 a.m. For pictures or de- 
tails phone 780-718-2274 or 
780-432-8181 or go to howard- 
sauctions.ca. 


3010. Auctions 


MEIER GUN AUCTION, Sat. 
Nov. 1, 11 a.m., 6016 - 72A Ave., 
Edmonton. Selling prohibited (all 
classes), Restricted (hand guns) 
and Non-Restricted (long guns) 
Call Meier Auction to consign: 
780-440-1860. 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contact 
us today! 1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 


Pale Misc. For Sale 


$38.95 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one refused - $38.95 monthly - 
$18.95 one time activation - 
$18.95 unlimited long distance. 


Call Choice Tel now! 
1-888-333-1405; www.choice- 
tel.ca. = 





A FREE Telephone Service - Get 
your first month free. Bad credit, 
don’t sweat it. No deposits. No 
credit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll free 
1-866-884-7464. 


AFFORDABLE PHONE Recon- 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom and ask 
about our new customer special. 
Sign up online and save $20. 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca. 


AT LAST! An iron filter that 
works. lronEater! Fully patented 
Canada/U.S.A. Removes iron, 
hardness, sulfur, smell, manga- 
nese from well water. Since 
1957. Phone 1-800-BIG IRON; 
www.bigirondrilling.com. 


BED, QUEEN, orthopedic Pillow- 
top mattress/box-spring. New, 
still in plastic. Full warranty. Cost 
$1100.; sell $375. KING size, ex- 
tra-thick, cost $1550.; sell $650. 
Will deliver. 403-371-1400. 


BUILDINGS FOR Sale! “Beat 
next substantial increase!” 
20X30X12 $5,100. 25X40X14 
$7,800. 30X50X14 $9,500. 
35X56X16 $12,900. 40X60X16 











$16,990. 50X140X19 $46,900. 
60X100X18 $38,700. Others. 
Ends optional. Pioneer, since 


1980. 1-800-668-5422. 


CELINE DION TICKETS. Octo- 
ber 24 or 25 in Edmonton from 
$249. each, delivery and GST in- 
cluded. These tickets are for fans 
in rural Alberta/NWT only. Call 
Dash Tours 1-800-265-0000. 


CONTAINER GUY 20, 40 + 48 
containers. Also Reefers 
available. Weather, Bug and Ro- 
dent proof for storage. Delivery 
available. Excellent condition. 
Clean city rated gravel. 
780-307-4656. 


FOR SALE. Rodent proof 40’ and 
20’ sea containers. 5’ X 10’ corral 
panels starting at $55. 
403-226-1722; 403-540-4164; 
1-866-517-8335; www.magnates- 
teel.com. 


FUTURE STEEL Buildings. 
Durable, dependable, pre-engi- 
neered, all-steel structures. Cus- 
tom-made to suit your needs and 
requirements. Factory-direct atf- 
fordable prices. ~ Call 
1-800-668-8653 ext. 170 for free 
brochure. 


HOT TUB/SPA - 2008 Model, six 
person, 33 jets, 9 HP, waterfall, 
LED lighting/ozonator (exclusive 
chemical free)/fully insulat- 
ed/complete warranty and 5” cov- 
er. Brand New, still in wrapper. 
Cost $7,900 Sacrifice $4750. 
Can Deliver. 403-663-9767. 


pee eae OS ae 
MEMORY FOAM orthopedic mat- 
tresses. NASA technology. Retail 
$1,500. Limited special queen 
$449. All sizes available. Call or 
visit Health Rest Warehouse, 
10821 - 182 St. Edmonton. Call 
1-888-420-7378. 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING, Best 
prices! 36° Hi-TenToughrib 29ga. 
Galvalume $.69 sq. ft. Colours 
$.89 sq. ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE Build- 
ers Supplies 1-888-263-8254. 


SAWMILLS FROM only 
$3,495.00 - Convert your logs to 
valuable lumber with your own 
Norwood portable band sawmill. 
Log skidders also available. 
www.norwoodsawmills.ca/400T - 
Free Information 1-800-566-6899 
ext. 4000T. 
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3210. Misc. For Sale 


NEW LOADED Computer Only 
$29.99/month! Everyone's Ap- 
proved. MDG Desktop right to 
your doorstep from only 
$29.99/month; Intel Processor, 2 
GB RAM, 500 GB HD, 22” LCD 
Flat Panel, Windows Vista and 
loads of software, or 15.4” Note- 
book! In-House financing. (*Call 
for conditions) 1-800-236-2504. 





TORONTO MAPLE Leaf Tickets. 
November 13 game against the 
Edmonton Oilers. Tickets, dinner 
and courier delivery included 
These tickets are for fans in rural 


Alberta/NWT only. From $199. 
each. Call Dash Tours at 
1-800-265-000. 





TREES CHEAP! Company going 
out of business sale. Spruce, 
pine. Now best time to plant. Al- 
berta wide 403-626-0959. Central 
Alberta firewood wholesale retail, 
Sundre 403-636-0959. 


3240. Travel/Trade 


ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES 
Book online at www.canadatra- 
vels.com and save more on your 
vacations. Use code NCA74327 
for discount or call us toll free at 
1-800-563-5722. 


TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES 
- Save 60-80% off retail! Best Re- 
sorts & Seasons! Throughout 
Canada, U.S., Caribbean and 
more! Call for free catalogue to- 
day! 1-800-731-8046; www.holi- 
daygroup.comsc. 








KEES 
ALLIED STEEL BUILDINGS on 
Sale Now! Huge Savings, 


shipped direct with fast FREE 
Delivery and Complete w/ 
Stamped & Certified Canada 
Drawings! Current Buildings 
Available: 40X40, 70X140. and 
100X180. Call NOW! 
887-201-3869. Other size may be 
available at time of call 





ASTROLOGY - OCT. 23-29 « BY THE KID 


CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


4001. Farm Stuff 


HEATED CANOLA WANTED 
Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat, 
barley, oats and peas for feed 
"On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252 


003. Real Estate Misc. 


$2000. IN FREE gas on all new 
homes. Liquidation sale. 14’, 16' 
and 20' lake houses in 6 weeks. 
Call today. Best Buy Homes, Air- 
drie. 1-877-275-5555; best- 
buy2 @telus.net. 





3200 SQ. FT. HOME on 24 
fenced acres w/30 X 40 X 12.6 


insulated shop. 10 minutes from 
downtown Salmon Arm, BC. 
$595,000. Must see; 360visu- 


al@propertyguys.com 
250-833-2216 





$5000 CASH back on new 
homes. Not many 2008's left. 5 
weeks order to delivery. Moduline 
Canada and Best Buy Homes 
1-877-396-5564. 


MODULAR HOMES factory di- 


rect from $76,921. Canadian. 
Twenty-six models to choose 
from. CSA A-277 approved. 


45-day delivery from date of or- 
der. Largest factory in the USA 


1-877-590-4591; jscol@pcho- 
mesitd.com; www. factorymodu- 
lars.com. 





NEED CASH? Home loans to 
100% LTV. Refinance, pay debt, 
or you decide. Apply by phone 
1-877-568-0929 or online 
www.homeloansalberta.com, _ Al- 
berta Homes Loans 





NO G.S.T. Display Models Clear- 
ance Sale. Save up to $8000. 


Modulars 20 & 16 wides. Free 
delivery to 100 miles. Jandel 
Homes 1-800-463-0084; 


www.jandelhomes.com. 





PISCES (FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20) 


ARIES (MARCHZ1-APRIL19) 


TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20) 


complete! 





GEMINI (May 21-JUNE20) 


Wonderin’ why, when you do what 

you please, you have a vague feelin’ of 
unease? Well, you're gonna feel those | 
anxiety pangs as long as youletallthem | 
loose threads hang. This week, when 
it comes to puttin’ your mind at rest, | 
completin' unfinished business is best! | 


Whether it's corporate climbin’ or playin’ 
Red Rover, you be the master of the do- 
over. If it tooks like the outcome'll be one 
that ain't great, you've already started 
cleanin’ your slate. Well, this week calls for 
a different style — although it may look 
like it’s a loser, stick with it for awhile and, | 
in the near future, it'll bring you a smile! 


No matter how much you think you have 
a secure long-term vision, this weekend'll 
tempt you to make an impulsive 
decision. Now, takin’ a new step is a 
pretty good plan, but you need to be 

as prepared as you can. That means if 
you want solid ground under your feet, 
don't take that step till the last one’s 


The first way you learned when you were 
a kid was to pay close attention to what 
your role models did. Now that you're 
takin’ your first step in a brand new direc- 
~ tion, your role models’ actions could use 
some close inspection. This week, learn 
from others’ mistakes and successes so 


you don't make any missteps due to bad 


| guesses! 
| 
| 


success’ ll come if you 


LEO (JULY 23- AUGUST 22) 


the cosmos’s trust! 


time to start tinkerin’ 





CANCER (UNEZI-JuLYZ2) 

If you really, truly wanna succeed, you've 
gotta start breakin’ things down into | 
either “wants” or “needs.” Usin’ all your 
resources on your needs is best, and 


Focus too much on the “wants” column 
and you'll be about as successful and | 
sane as nasty ol’ Gollum! 


This week, when times start to get rough, | 
stick to your guns and don’t take rio guff. | 
You know that aslongasyoudon'tdo | 
no harm, there's no cause for folks to 
ring the alarm. Ask for the strength to do | 
what you must, but don't go and betray 


VIRGO (AUGUST 23- SEPTEMBER 22) 
If it ain't broke, don’t fix it. But if you 
can't seem to get it offa the ground, it’s 


amazed how many ideas you release If 
you bust sornethin’ down, piece by piece. 
Do so this week, and excitement'll have 
you tremblin’ when you see the myriad 
ways to start re-assemblin'! 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 2 - 
Sure, not makin’ waves saves causin’ 
trouble, but you can't live forever inside 
of a bubble. Sometimes you've gotta let 
it pop so your defences and inhibitions 
are able to drop. This weekend, you 
should prepare for the worst if you're not 


003. Real Estate Misc. 


RIVER CREST HOMES - Manu- 
factured and modular homes 
competitively priced. 8 week de 
livery on your home including op- 





tions. Standard features: Cathe- 
dral ceilings, 12" eaves, 3 appli- 
ances 403-347-0417 
403-304-2629. 

SELLING BY RITCHIE BROS 
Unreserved Auction, Wed: 
October 29 at Nisku Sale Site 


Nine hole operating golf course & 
53 +/- site RV Park, minutes from 


Long Lake Provincial Park! 
148.45 +/- acres, licensed club- 
house. All equipment included 
with purchase of property! For 
more information phone 
1-800-491-4494 or visit rbauc- 
tion.com. 


SELLING BY RITCHIE BROS 
Unreserved Auction, Tuesday, 
Oct. 28, Camrose, Alberta: 2 
country residential acreages and 
6 parcels of farmland in Camrose 
County, plus 4 parcels of farm- 
land in Beaver County. Also sell- 
ing a complete dispersal of farm 
equipment. For more information 
phone 1-800-491-4494 or visit 
rbauction.com 





SIX WEEK DELIVERY. Single 
wide homes. CSA and Alberta 
approved. Fridge, stove, dish- 
washer standard, From $72,670. 
to $89,970. Sunshine Homes 
Call 1-877-887-2254 
www.sshomes.ca. 





THE LEAVES are falling and so 
are the prices. 20’ wide, 3 bed- 
room, 2 bath $103,500. 16’ wide 
3 bedroom, 2 bath $84,900. Call 
Pleasant Homes to order today. 
1-866-962-0238 or 
780-939-3584. Sale ends Octo- 
ber 31/08 


5003. Real Estate Misc. 


WIN A_ $269,900. WINALTA 
Home in Stony Plain’s “Jutland 
Ridge" or Sylvan Lake’s “Light 


house Pointe"! Visit these co 
munities and our Sales C 








Acheson to enter. For more infor- 
mation go to www.winaltainc.com 





and click on “home: 


WINALTA 
Factory-direct pricing « 
stock models Plus receive 
cash back! All 2008 s 
RTM's 9 
modulars must go 
nalta Homes for more 
780-960-2112 0} 
www.winaltain 








visit us at 








WORKING IN Alberta's 
Heartland? Need housing? 





Call 
Jabneel Homes in Lamont, Alber- 
ta; minutes from Elk Island Na 


tional Park, all amenities, Ser- 
viced lois starting at $105,000 


Call Jim at 780-691-2230 


620. Office Space 


Cabinetry shop tumkey. Newer 
European Equipment Included. 
1300 square feet. Shop close to 
city centre, 477-2311 





Small character CLASSROOM 
space available, 10-20 people 
(weekly or daily). Call 
(780)477-2311 





Unique office and shop space 
furnished/unfurnished. Newly 
renovated, security cameras, all 
wood building. OFFICES starting 
at $130/month utilities inc. SHOP 
space: 1200 sq feet w/2 over- 
head doors. Call 477-2311, 9AM 
- 5PM 


2002 HONDA Odyssey EX. Air 
cruise, tilt, pw, pm, pl, CD, re- 
mote start & more. Very good 
condition. $9,995. Call Frontier 
Honda, 780-939-3666 or toll free 
1-800-465-6632 





prepared to let your bubble burst! 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER!) 


| 


forget the rest. | 


are pure! 


around. You'd be 


OCTOBER 22) 





outcome! 


This weekend it's all about you, baby! 
The sun's in your sign, so whaddaya 
waitin’ for? Have a good time! It's also 
when you wanna take a chance and 
make a power-move, ‘specially if you've 
got somethin’ to gain or to prove. Don't 
be sittin’ around on your tush, now's the 
time to make a push! 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 2 - DECEMBER Z1) 
At the start of the week, not givin’ a 
damn should be the plan. You've only 
got one life to live, y'know, so you might 
as well get on with the show. Don't 
sweat the fallout that might occur ‘cause 
your karma'll be clean if your motives 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19) 
Hard work ain't the only way to make 

a dime — there's also bein’ in the right 
place at the right time. Sometimes 
there's a conflict between the two and 
you're not sure which one’s right for you, 
but this week, take a chance or two. Mix, 
mingle and fratemize, and you'll receive 
a nice surprise! 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18) 

By realizin’ that your mind deceives ya, 
you'll minimize those things that grieve 
ya. Expectations ain't always fulfilled, so 
why let ‘em cause your joy to be killed? 
This week, it would be pretty dumb to 
deprive yourself due to an imagined 








| newsBopinion | city life | music | on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the tack 





BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Cal 


els. Pro. 





us! All makes ar 





Call 
Auto 


serving Alber 


uilders. 












Cavalcade 





ee deliv 
Apply online 


ans.com 





24/7, 1 )-910-£ 


6400. Recreational Vehicles 


H F 206 





CASH FOR USE 
newer only. Mos 









Call 





Save $ on gas. Fully 
titled lots within 15 min: 


calgary.com RV 
Donna/Rory, 11 
403-995-4270, 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics 
1-877-478-4410. Credit cards/de 
9/minute 18+ 
0; www.mystical: 


$500. LOAN Service, by phone 
no credit refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 to 12 in: 
ments. Toll Free 1-877-776-16 















A CRIMINAL Record? We'll clear 
it! Don’t be misled by others, 
get you what you really need. 





we'll 








Lowest price, guaranteed par- 
dons/waivers Toll free 
1-800- 043; www.pardon- 
grante 

CLEAN RIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance. Call 





1-888-623-5050 for 
ceive $10. gas 





quote & re- 
gift-card. Open 











weekends 

GRIMINAL RECORD? Why be 
embarrassed or fearful? Cana 
dian criminal pardon/U.S. travel 
waiver. Uncontested low cost di- 
vorce? Debt recovery? Alberta 
small court claims payout to 
$25,000. 1-800-347-2540 

DEBT STRESS? Consolidate 


and lower payments by 30 - 40%. 
End those phone calls and the 
worry. Avoid bankruptcy, Contact 
us for a no-cost consultation. On- 
line: www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll-ree 1-877-556-3500. 


GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon- 
ey? We lend! if you own your 
home - you qualify; www.pioneer- 
west.com. BBB member. 
1-888-822-0288 


UNCONTESTED DIVORCES 
and Legal Separation Agree- 
ments: Why pay more? Check 
out our low prices at www.ca- 
nadianlegal.org. Voted #1 Parale- 
gal - CCA Awards, 20+ years ex- 








perience. Free consultation. 
1-800-320-2477. 
9005. Personals 


ARE YOU LOSING a loved one 
to substance abuse? Our pro- 
gram has the highest success 
tate. Help is only one phone call 
away! 1-877-782-7409; www.nar- 
conon.ca, 


DATING SERVICE Long 
term/short-terr relationships 


836 






free calls 








Female Escorts 


310 - GIRL 
OPEN 24 Hrs. 
30 different girls! 
Call Anytime 
We Come To You 


Servicing all of Alberta 
Edmonton 
Lloydminster 
5 Prairie 


Cold La 
Red Deer 
Nisku 
Leduc 
Camrose 
*Edmontoii: outcalls only 
Ask for debit to your door 
VISA/DEBIT/CASH 


CALL NOW!!! 
05040295-001 





Gothic Angel 


Independant 

Flat rate, No agency fee 

Available anytime. 

hitp://gothicfetishangel.com 
780-218-1511 
80735490-001 


INGRID 


MATURE, SEXY, CUTE. 


780-990-1252 


PETRA 


40 yr old redheaded nude mod- 
el is open-minded 
Toys, lingerie 


Sher Park, Edm. Outcalls only. 
780-442-3039 
053816197-002/52911847-001 





9420. Adult Services 


Brown Sugars 
6817-104St, 780-430-9112 
THE ORIGINAL 
#1 For Black Girls! 
$180 All inclusive 
20yrs experience 


www.brownsugars.com 





SWEDISH TOUCH MASSAGE 
40123-150St (780) 486-1965 


Natasha: Caribbean Beauty 
Chantelle: Petite Blonde 
Miki; Asian Beauty 
Call for Specials on SAturdays 

and Sundays 











————— 
*Brittney* 

ious stim brunette 

k, silky hair 
Non rushed 
10pm 









calls only 
(780) 217-4429 


319555-O 


* JOCELYN * 
Curvy. beauty 
VERY F LY 
Nude & lingerie specials 
at Sapphire Massage 
Tues 6pm- 11pm 
Ph 454-1930 
3-001 


Maria and Sarah 
Fridays: delicilous doubles! 
4:30 - 11 pm 


Sapphire Massage 
10715-124th St 780-454-1930 


7371023-002/75899 190-001 


NORTH SIDE STUDIO 


11910-127Ave main floor 


Early and Evening Specials 


780-452-7440 
42919686-002 


SAPPHIRE MASSAGE 


Friendly girls with good 
attitudes. Varying ages, 
different types. 


10715 - 124 St 
downstairs 
780-454-1930 


www.sapphireladies.com 
54578070-001 


COME SAY Hi! 


Shanyn *cougar-liscious* 
Sexy, Slender blonde 
“When you're ready for a 
woman” 
Call Sapphire Massage @ 
780-454-1930 
msn/email: shanyn911 @hotmail.com 


7313770-00 


9900. Adult Help Wanted 


Searching for female assistant ~ 
/model. Must have experience 

with Marketing and Sales, Part 

time position possibly going to 

fulltime, Exciting financial re- 

wards! 

Email: koncept.bus.gr@shaw.ca 

or 780-952-7778 
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by 
Ruben 
Bolling, 


I MEAN LOOK AT THIS! 
YOU NEED A PhD. TO 
MAKE SENSE OF ALL 
THESE NUMBERS / 


BOY, THIS ELEC- 
TION'S GOT ME 


YOUR FAVORITE FICTIONAL 
CHARACTERS FROM 
THE DEBATES -- 


BOE 1 JOE 


SPARS PLUMBER 





BGOT™ BJILVDIANAS SSABd WWSASANN AB SIG 





| JALL T KNOW IS, OBAMA 
| ISAYS HE'S GONNA RAISE 

AXES ON THE RICH / JOE, 
THAT DOESN'T SEEM FAIR‘ 


JUST MY LUCK, THEN TLL 
GET RICH, AND THE Gov- 
ERNMENT WILL SEND SOME 
FANCYPANTS TO TAKE 


MEN, (T'S JOE LUNCHBUCKET 
WHAT DO YOU THINK, JOE? 






\ 
\ 








JH2EE3 BESE uid 
Re SR Se See 

















IF IT GETS ANY CUTER, I’LL GET A TOOTHACHE 


JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 








| |OF TAXPAYERS/ THAT MAKES 
SENSE FOR AMERICA, JOE! 


> aniyiod 


AWAY THE SOLID GOLD 
POGO STICK I'VE 
ALWAYS DREAMED OF 


THOSE SOCIALISTS AREN'T 
GETTIN’ MY GOLD POGO 








Paid for by the Committee for 
Desperate Attempts to Use 
Joe-Based Archetypes to Puta 
Common, Folksy Face on 





Policies That Greatly Favor 











AMO] ©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 
SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE Only the Extremely Wealthy 
ACROSS 59 Presque__ Bay 48 Catch wind of | 
1Screw up 60 Be rude in line 49 Fashion designer Schiaparelli | 
6 Singer Feliciano 61 “King Kong” actress Fay 50 Sets. outrank themin theUS. Marines | 5 
10 Junky stuf 62 Socal Distortion vocalist Mike 51 Farest Moon of Endoresidet FRED MEAT _ wishes tictita of tne feeble = max CQnnon 
14 Donald Trump's ex 63 Teamed like oxen 52 Campbell whowillretumto"Sceam =| 


15 Website whose logo's letters are (in 


4'in2010 





What's the world comin’ to? | got beat 


order) red; blue, yellow and green DOWN 53 Scott in a historic Supreme Court case up ata funeral yesterday just for keepin’ 1 s'pose when your business happens to 
16 Add to the staff } Benjamin Netanyahu’s nickname 56 Take advantage of to myselt and mindin’ my own business, be bodysnatchin, you take your chances. 
17 Beginning skier’s site 2Itmay get fertilized 57 “Now|'monto you!” exclamation | 

19 "Picnic" playwright William = 3 Doesn't bum | 

20 They may be sent with smileys #*The Situation Room” network 

2} Fluid that absorbs fats ‘ 5 Seat at a bam dance, maybe 

72 White-collar ciminal of sorts 6Mold-y food? 

24Nickname in the OJ trial 7 Reedy instrument 

BStole 8 Sucker 


26" Like a Virgin,” for example? 
29 “Can you provide more detail?” 
33 Speechify 


Halloween mask necessities 
10 Guy who's easily able to attract 
TINHL game locale 











34 “The __ of the Ancient Mariner” 12 Provoke 

35__ Arena (Sacramento Kings home 13 Animal with an “Xing” sign 

court) 18 Construction area &B it FUNN IES 

36 Pretzel ingredient B “You've Got Mail” company 

37 Evil spells 24 Nancy Reagan biographer 

38 “OK, here...” 25 Company that made the first Mickey BARBIE?’ THERE YOU ARE? 
39 Court figure (abbr.) Mouse clock WE GOTTA GET THE FUCK 
40 Mardi waters? 26 Words that may follow “too bad” ¥ 
4) “sex, lies and videotape” actress 77 Hoppin’ mad ‘ 
MacDowell 78 Soda shop concoctions . 

42 Late-night homework need ___ 29Renovate > 

44 Prince Akeem's destination, in"Coming 30 Wear away 

to America” 31 Block dueto cold weather, maybe 

45 Former "CSI" actor George 32 They can be kinda stuffy 

46 Play on the green 34 Paper bundles 

476-time medalist Michael 3] Advanced breakdancing move 

50“See ya,” in Siena 4) Body check? 

51*__of Days” (Schwarzenegger film) 43 Word before robe or dance 

54 t's for children, in a Pat Benetar song 44 Wharf where ships dock 

55 Scrappy Do's catchphrase 46 Singing ability, stangily 

56 Effortlessness 4] “That was a close one!" noise 
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Rabbi Ari Drelich of Habad Lubavitch passes time in his sukkah near 

SUB at the University of Alberta on Fri., Oct. 17, awaiting the arrival 
of those wishing to celebrate the Jewish festival of Sukkot. 
PHOTO BY JOHN ULAN 





FIRST PERSON : EDMONTON STORIES « BY ANDREW PAUL | 662 words 


A Pocketful 
Of Icing 


ONE THING I LEARNED AT THE WCMAS: DON'T 
BRING BIRTHDAY CAKE TO AN INDUSTRY EVENT 





On Monday morning, | woke up 
20 minutes before work. I hadn't 
changed my clothes in two days and 
that every inch of my body was in 
pain and covered with bruises and 
mild lacerations. I also noticed that 
I wasn’t even in my own house. It 
had been a long week: the Jim Wa- 
chowich campaign party and the 
Gogol Bordello show blended with 
four days of the Western Canadian 
Music Awards to create a six-day 
endurance test of the mind, body, 
and soul. 

T hadn't been sure what to expect 
from the WCMAs. During the weeks 
prior to the event I pored skeptically 

ough the list of 130 perform- 


_ ers without recognizing a tenth of 


_ them. However, as the days wore 


“agen and my notebook filled up with 


‘mad scribbling, it all started to come 
into focus. Here are a few postcards, 
napshots, and flashbacks of this 


year’s WCMA spectacle. 


THU., OCT. 16 
Brandy Zdan and Dave Quanbury of 
Twilight Hotel are giving me funny 
looks. Do they know my front hip 
pocket is full of wet vanilla icing? 

The scene started after I slipped 
into a funk at the WCMA opening re- 
ception. There were too many syco- 
phants and old men in cheap blazers 
handing out business cards. Industry 
is to music what the slaughterhouse 
is to McDonald's — an ugly necessity 
full of knives and blood 

To alleviate my bad mood, | grab 
the remnants of a big fluffy white 
birthday cake from the office board- 
room and bring it to the bar. As we 
approach The Starlite, my colleagues 
remind me that it’s poor form to 
flash a blade inside a bar, even if it's 
for cutting cake. So I put my cutlery 
in my pocket, along with a handful 
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of icing for good measure But even 
without the knife, | catch bad noise 
for bringing baked goods to an indus- 
try shindig. I explain that one should 
never throw a party without a cake, 
but my argument falls on deaf ears 

Maybe I should stick to hanging 
out with musicians 


FRI., OCT. 17 

This is it: the big one everybody has 
been waiting for. The united congre- 
gation of the indie underground is 
mesmerized by Chad VanGaalen's 
hipster hymnals. This is what the 
awards are about — the underdog un- 
derground. 

I leave the VanGaalen set for The 
Starlite to catch Skavenjah and Soul- 
jah Fyah. The club is packed with 
hundreds of people euphorically 
writhing on the floor to Janaya “Sista 
J” Ellis’ rhythms, 

It's an awesome scene, but a danc- 
ing girl takes advantage of me at 
my most vulnerable moment — as 
I shoot some photos of Skavenjah, 
she slides up to me and cups my 
balls. She’s drunk and the music 
is obviously leaching the common 
sense from her brain. The look she 
gives me explains everything: the 
WCMaAs are about getting together 
to party. | can work with this. 


SAT., OCT. 18 
My night at the Urban Lounge goes 


smoothly, but the temptation of fresh 
young girls inside cuts my interview 
with The Painted Birds short. “Let's 
do this quick — there’s so many girls 
inside,” they say. “What happens on 
the road stays on the road.” Strange 
even the bands are here to party. 


SUN., OCT. 19 

Drinking beer for breakfast in Ted- 
dy’s Lounge. The Jagermeister Girls 
were handing out blinking lights at 
the Team Building show last night 
Matt groggily explains how he 
drunkenly awoke this morning to or- 
ange flashing and porno playing on 
the flatscreen. I tell him not to worry 
about it.. This is the WCMAs; weird 
shit like that happens constantly, 

After breakfast I help winterize 
a fifth-story balcony before head- 
ing off to the awards ceremony. No 
sense losing usable square footage to 
the cold climate. 

The awards are too long and full of 
poor video. But Twilight Hotel takes 
home the WCMA for Outstanding 
Roots Recording Duo, and the live 
performances are top-notch. 

The Brandon, Man. 2009 after- 
party is just as disturbing as the open- 
ing reception, but at least this time I 
see it coming, The event has come 
full circle. Watch out, Brandon; one 
of Canada's best and strangest par- 
ties is coming your way. Don’t say I 
didn't warn you. 








sey 


3374 PARSONS RD 

EDMONTON AB 

‘ i 780-490-6644 
. WWW, ARCHANGELTATTOO OM 





Craton Fao” 
11847 st. albert trail 
(780) 488-8770 


Edmonton, Alberta 


LIt4tLE BUVI4+A 


.etOOy ANY TLE KCANLS 


Free Piercings 
8202-175 Street 


Tattoo Shop Rate $100/hr 


Heaith Board Approved 








ad 


New 
. Zipper-Front Bodysuit 
Micro-Mesh Legging 








To learn more about our company, 
to shop online, and to find all store 
locations, visit our web site: 
www.americanapparel.net 


American Appare! 


Retail Locations: 


Edmonton—West Edmonton Mail Calgary Calgary—Market Mall Calgary—: 
10750 82 Ave. 8882 170 St. N.W- 1429 17th Ave. S.W. 3625 Siegen i Trail N.W. 130 10th St. 
Edmonton, AB T6E 2A8 Edmonton, AB T5T 3J7 Calgary, AB T2T 0C6 Calgary, AB OE2 Calgary, AB T2n 1V3 
Tel. (780) 409-8505 Tel. (780) 930-2142 Tel. (403) 410-7450. Tel. (403) 457-2763 Tel. (403) 457-3457 
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